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[1] In the Lioms Shadow:
The Iranian Schindler and His
Homeland in the Second World
War, Fariborz Mokhtari, The
History Press, 2012., ISBN:
0752463705
[2] Persian translation of:
Germans and Iran, The Past and
Present of a Fateful Friendship,
Matthias Kuentzel, Translation:
Michael Mobasheri, Forough
Publishing-  Koeln-Germany.
ISBN: 9783943147186, Page
76-80
[3]https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FrNIh18lvLs
[4]https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UvnrZQfzD2Q
[S]https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JLCx1qOObVk

[6] Persian translation of: Ger-
mans and Iran, The Past and
Present of a Fateful Friendship,
Matthias Kuentzel, Translation:
Michael Mobasheri, Forough
Publishing-  Koeln-Germany.
ISBN: 9783943147186, Page 84

[71https://iranwire.com/en/spe-
cial-features/68585/

[8]Die Kinder von Teheran,
Eine lange Flucht vor dem Ho-
locaust, Mikhal DekelWBG
Theiss, Darmstadt 2021, ISBN
9783806242782, Page 31, 38,
40.

[9] https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=11Fg7XUx4ll

http://iranefardalive.com/Ar-
chive/101182
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the shooting sessions in his
memoirs. Rather than an
omission on his part for what-
ever reason, this lack is due to
the fact that he began writing
his memoirs at a later date, on
10 Zelhajjeh 1319/ 20 March
1903 /29 Esfand 1282.

Style and content: As already
mentioned, almost all these
films are of the “burlesque”
type, then popular and in the
leading position across the
world. For anyone, the most
familiar scene of these films
is the “pie fight”, in which
two or more people throw
creamy pies at each other.
Asides from its popularity,
the main reason for the adop-
tion of this style in the early
period of Iranian filmmaking
was its appeal to the Shah.
In fact, probably no choice
was even made. The Shah’s
inclination towards fun-
ny things attracted a clown
such as Mirza-Abolgassem
Ghaffari or a couple of court
eunuchs—Issa-Khan  and
Mahmood-Khan—to his pri-
vate quarters, so that, when it
was decided to make a film,
this style was naturally adopt-
ed. Friend and foe agree that
Mozaffar-ed-Din Shah was
good-natured and cared for
the people, as his granting of
the constitution symbolized.
But, on the other hand, in the
words of Nazem-ol-Eslam
Kermani, who was not one
2> of his supporters: “He was
exceedingly candid, gullible,
, moody, facetious, easy-laugh-
ing, ill-tempered in private
o and affected.” Nazem-ol-
§ Eslam Kermani, Tarikh-e
— Bidari-¢ Iranian, v. 1, p. 131.
— His “facetious, easy-laugh-
¢o ing” character appears even
@ more clearly when reviewing
< the pictures at the Golestan

ON 1pez

Palace, and there are photo-
graphs that can be considered
in bad taste today. Forgetting
that these pictures belonged
to the private quarters of the
Shah and were not intended
for us to see, they can even be
considered unbefitting his roy-
al rank. On the whole, paying
attention to Mozaffar-ed-Din
Shah’s writings or looking
at the photographs taken by
himself or upon his orders, we
discover a poetic spirit along-
side the buffoon-fond Shah.
As a proof to this claim, a few
quotations from him appear
below, which show that, just
as some of his sentences rep-
resent, justify and somehow
constitute the scenarios of
Mozaffar-ed-Din Shah’s bur-
lesque films, others make up
the foundations of refined and
poetic films (sometimes ac-
companied with impish wit).
Unfortunately, finding any
fragments of this type of films
appears hopeless....

Ovannes Oganians’ Abi va
Rabi, initially shown in Teh-
ran on 12 Dey 1309 / 2 Jan-
uary 1931. Although Ovannes
Oganians was a Russian Ar-
menian migrant, he had adopt-
ed the Iranian nationality—
just as Russi-Khan before
him—and, all in all, his film
can be considered Iranian. Its
notable distinction from those
made in the forgotten past was
that it was commercial rather
than courtly (governmental),
but it involved no great evo-
lution otherwise. It not only
adhered to the burlesque style,
but also lacked a strongly built
scenario, to a certain extent as
the films of Mozaffar-ed-Din
Shah’s era, and consisted of
short sketches more or less
welded together. This weak-
ness also appeared, albeit to

Nargess Eskandari-Griinberg:
Don t stop reporting on Iran

!
' 1A
Nargess Eskandari-Grii

d A —
nberg is mayor and acting senior mayor

of the city of Frankfurt.

Jovana Kastratovic

DW: You protested for free-
dom, democracy, and women's
rights in Iran over 40 years
ago. What is going on in your
mind when you follow the pro-
tests in Iran today?

Nargess Eskandari-Griin-
berg: I am sad and angry. Sad
about the death of a young
woman who was imprisoned
simply because her headscarf
was loose. And who then dies
in custody. Angry, because
women’s rights are constantly
violated in Iran and this sys-
tematic oppression has been
intensified in recent years.
When women’s rights are vi-
olated, human rights are vi-
olated, and then there can be
no democracy. But I also have
hope because so many are
now rebelling against the con-
ditions. They are concerned
about universal rights. There
are women who say: you can
imprison us, you can beat us,
but we will not give up.

a much lesser degree, in his
Haji-Aqa Cinema Actor, but
it was overcome in ‘Abd-
ol-Hossein Sepanta’s and
Ardeshir Irati’s Lor Girl, par-
ticularly owing to its “talkie”
quality, and thereafter another
period with ups and downs of
its own began. ®

DW: Are the current protests
to be considered separately
from those you participated in
or is there an ongoing revolu-
tionary process taking place
that has now grown into an
avalanche?
Eskandari-Griinberg: Freedom,
womems rights, and human
rights have been suppressed in
Iran for 40 years. The protests
then and now are signs of the
peoplers will to overcome that.
The difference is that women
have such a strong voice today.
They are, after all, one half of
society. In online videos, Irani-
an women are cutting their hair,
and women in other countries
are following their example out
of solidarity. That>s a very pow-
erful image. They are saying: If
my hair is an unwanted attrac-
tion, then I>d rather do without
it. There have even been men
who have shaved off their hair
out of solidarity, others who
wear headscarves. These imag-
es, I am sure, will go down in
history.

DW: What role do you ascribe
to social media in relation to the
protests in Iran?
Eskandari-Griinberg: Unlike in
the past, these scenes are spread-
ing like wildfires via Twitter.
People are using the media as a
protest, as a powerful weapon.
And the regime knows that
this weapon is very powerful
because the world can see what
is happening.
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Acquaintance with cinema and the
first steps

continue from last issue

The first closure of Sahhaf-
bashi’s theater was due to
his travel to America. The
second, and last, came about
because around Rabi‘-ol-Av-
val 1324 / June 1906 / late
spring-early summer 1285,
perhaps following the instal-
lation of a chrome plating
factory, Sahhafbashi became
so short of funds that he was
imprisoned when proven un-
able to repay a debt of twelve
or fourteen thousand Tomans
to Arbab Jamshid. With the
intervention of the clergy, his
sentence was commuted to a
one-year confinement in the
house of Sharif-od-Dowleh,
the director of foreign judicial
courts, during which he was
to repay his debt. His efforts
at procuring funds appear
to have been unsuccessful,
because he eventually “re-
linquished” his properties,
perhaps minus his shop, to
Arbab Jamshid at an undeter-
mined date between the win-

3> ter of 1286 AS / 1908 and the
summer of 1288 AS / 1909
No source refers to this mat-

o ter, but as, according to his
to son, Sahhafbashi’s “garden

N
Qo
o,
=

S and building” (Jamalzadeh,

— “Dar Bare-ye Sahhafbashi”,

_;’ p. 129) were located between
present-day Crystal Cinema
and Arbab Jamshid Ave-
nue (Safarname-ye Ebrahim
Sahhafbashi, preface, p. 15),
one may conclude that Sah-

of filming and
filmmaking in lran

hatbashi “relinquished” his
garden and building to Arbab
Jamshid, after whom the av-
enue was renamed. The term
“relinquish” is from Nazem-
ol-Eslam, who knew Sah-
hafbashi very well, but here
he does not mention Arbab
Jamshid and leaves the issue
unresolved (Tarikh-¢ Bidari-e
Iranian, edition of 1346, v. 2,
p. 193). The shop was per-
haps exempted by court order.
See text below.. On 23 Jama-
di-ol-Avval 1326 AS / 23 June
1908 / 2 Tir 1287, the parlia-
ment house came under can-
non fire and Mohammad-‘Ali
Shah’s Minor Dictatorship
began, lasting one year, until
27 Jamadi-os-Sani 1327 / 16
July 1909 /25 Tir 1288. At an
undetermined date, but prob-
ably after the bombardment
of the parliament house and
the beginning of this period,
Sahhafbashi left Tehran with
his “sinemotoglaf”, eventual-
ly reaching Astarabad (pres-
ent-day Gorgan) in mid July
1908 (late Tir 1287). He rented
a place at the post office there
and began showing “eight
screens of moving images
each evening”. He had “links”
with the subordinate personnel
of the British consulate, who
were naturally on the side of
the Constitutionalists follow-
ing their government’s policy,
and they formen of Fridamid
on page 125 of Tarikh-e Sine-
ma-ye Iran. No date appears
on this page, but he gives its

publication date as 1286 AS
(1907), which does not agree
with what we saw, being one
year early.. On Wednesday 21
Rajab 1326 /19 August 1908 /
28 Mordad 1287, two months
before the downfall of the
parliament and two or three
months before the date set for
the sale, Malijak wrote about it:
“I came to Mokhber-ed-Dow-
leh Avenue, to Sahhafbashi’s
shop, which Arsalan-Khan’s
brother Siavash-Khan has
now bought and [with which
he] is busy earning money. He
has also brought in a girl from
Europe and is selling various
items such as photographic
cameras, large viewing lenses
and haberdashery.” Malijak, v.
2, p. 1272. Of course, it is not
certain that Siavash-Khan had
rented the shop from Sahhaf-
bashi himself. He could have
rented it from a new owner
(Arbab Jamshid?). As the lazy
and inquisitive Malijak’s pre-
cise recording indicates, the
shop must have been rented
only a short time earlier. After
the victory of the Constitution-
alists, Sahhafbashi returned
to Iran, settling and starting a
trade in Mashhad. He joined
the British army as an inter-
preter during WWI (1914-18),
and he died in 1300 or 1301
AS (1921 or 1922) Memories
of Abolgassem Reza’i, Sah-
hafbashi’s younger son, com-
piled by Jamal Omid, Tarikh-e
Sinema-ye Iran, p. 24, and
Shahrokh Golestan’s inter-

(part3)

view with Reza’i in Fanoos-e
Khial (Golestan, Fanoos-e
Khial, edition of Kavir Pub-
lishers, pp. 14-15).. His con-
tacts with the British, wheth-
er in Astarabad or during the
war, can depict him different-
ly from his hereto published
image as a liberal patriot in
the mind of the suspicious
reader, but in fact no judg-
ment can be pronounced in
this regard for want of doc-
umented evidence and, giv-
en of our scarce knowledge
of the matter, these contacts
may not have been necessari-
ly negative.

As we saw, in his descrip-
tion of Sahhafbashi’s ac-
tivities, Malijak speaks of
photographic cameras and
viewing lenses but does not
mention the Cinématographe
by name, raising the question
of what happened to those ap-
paratus and benches. At pres-
ent there is no clear answer
to this question, but one can
assume that some of the first
films shown in the early days
of Ahmad Shah’s reign came
from that source, perhaps
with Siavash-Khan still oper-
ating the projector. And Jamal
Omid’s assumption that Sah-
hafbashi’s Cinématographe
came into the possession of
Ardeshir-Khan (Artashes Pat-
magrian), who opened Tajad-
dod Cinema (soon followed
by Modermn Cinema) in 1291
AS/AD 1912, is not imﬂ:).—

able either J. Omid, Tarikh-e
Sinema-ye Iran, p. 37, note
48, & pp. 27-28.. Concurring
with Jamal Omid, it should be
borne in mind that, according
to the evidence he presents,
not only did Ardeshir-Khan’s
projector appear old, but he
also held lanterne magique
shows of color pictures J.
Omid, Tarikh-e Sinema-ye
Iran, p. 28., while it was Sah-
hafbashi who had first pro-
moted the lanterne magique
and held jahan-nama shows
alongside cinema screenings
in his theater. Therefore, per-
haps Ardeshir-Khan’s projec-
tor and color plates were also
part of Sahhatbashi’s belong-
ings that had come into his
possession.

Four years before the opening
of Ardeshir-Khan’s cinema
in 1291 AS / AD 1912, new
theaters had begun show-
ing films in Tehran: initially,
beginning from 1 Ramazan
1325 / 8 October 1907 / 16
Mehr 1286, in Russi-Khan’s
photo shop, and later in a
more appropriate locale See
Russi-Khan’s  advertisement
in Habl-ol-Matin, no. 161,
Thursday 7 Shavval 1325 /
14 November 1907 /23 Aban
1286, p. 4; Omid, Tarikh-e
Sinema-ye Iran, p. 25. Also
see text below in paragraph
C.; then in Zargarabad Cof-
fee-house, on Cherag-e Gaz
(Amir Kabir) Avenue, by
Aqayoft, who also shortly
moved to a better place Ad-
vertisement in Soor-¢ Esrafil,
Thursday 21 Rabi‘-ol-Avval
1326 / 23 April 1908 / 3 Or-
dibehesht 1287, no. 26, p. §;
Omid, Tarikh-e Sinema-ye
Iran, p. 27., followed by Ar-
deshir-Khan and Esma‘il-
ioff, who became his rivals
J. Omid, Tarikh-e Sinema-ye
Iran, p. 27. Esma‘il Qafqa-

zi, alias George Esma‘ilioff,
was accountant at the Min-
istry of War (Omid, Tarikh-e
Sinema-ye Iran, p. 26)., and
later ‘Ali Vakili, Khanbaba
Mo‘tazedi and others who
also chose to become cinema
owners.

First Iranian “filmmaking”
and its “first films”

Produced around 1900-1901
/1279-80 AS

It is when the filming and
its related tasks are done,
particularly but not impera-
tively, on the basis of a sto-
ry (scenario) and that (also
not necessarily) profession-
al individuals assume other
people’s roles (yet again not
necessarily) in it, wearing
their clothes and performing
their parts, usually under the
supervision of a film director,
in an environment (setting)
created to reproduce the in-
tended surroundings that it
becomes an important foun-
dation of filmmaking. These
conditions are realized in a
still undetermined number
of the film fragments of Mo-
zaffar-ed-Din  Shah’s time
at the Golestan Palace (un-
determined because we are
unaware of the contents of
the fragile film rolls, which
have to be unrolled in labo-
ratory conditions). The origi-
nal number of exposed films
and the brief subjects filmed
at the time (a length of a few
minutes being a technical
restraint then) are also un-
known for the same reason.
Apart from one exception
(“Mozaffar-ed-Din Shah
Shooting with the Camera”),
all the films identified to the
present are of the “burlesque”
type and their chronologi-

cal sequence remains to be
determined. On the whole,
what sets these films apart
from filmmaking in its wide
sense, whether in the course
of time or at present, is that
narrative films are usually
made in view of financial
(and sometimes political)
gains and with public screen-
ing in mind, whereas these
Iranian films were made for
the Shah and his entourage,
indeed by themselves, with-
out any financial or political
gains being contemplated.
From this point of view, the
early Iranian cinema is com-
parable to the first fifty years
of photography in this coun-
try, and to a large extent to
its high class painting in the
same era, both of which were
courtly and aristocratic. The
slow pace at which these arts
permeated the (almost nonex-
istent) middle classes and the
population at large, and their
ensuing lack of financial sup-
port of arts, can be considered
to have largely obstructed the
development of these arts,
which has been the greatest
difference between the Ira-
nian and western societies in
this domain.

What can be termed the first
collection of Iranian cinema
films presently consists of
7676 frames (frames 7226
to 15902 of copy reel No.
3). The film fragments cop-
ied have a total length of ap-
proximately 200 meters and
a viewing time of around 10
minutes. If, with slight exag-
geration, an identity card is
written for this presently di-
sheveled film collection, or, in
today’s terms, a “bande d’an-
nonce” is prepared for it, this
is what the viewer will read:
producer: Mozaffar-ed-Din

Shah; scenario writer and
director: ‘Issa-Khan; cast:
‘Issa-Khan, Mirza-Abolqas-
sem Ghaffari, Malijak, Mah-
mood-Khan and other inti-
mates of the Shah; a release
of the royal studio. The same
“annonce” can be repeated
for the “donkey-back race of
Mozaffar-ed-din Shah’s pri-
vate servants in a tree-plant-
ed street”, and particularly
for “The Shah searching for
hunting game through look-
ing glasses”—to which we
shall return—, but in the lat-
ter the main actor is the Shah
himself in his own role.

Date of the film: As Mo-
zaffar-ed-Din Shah and his
intimates, particularly ‘Is-
sa-Khan and Abolgassem
Ghaffari, appear in these
fragments, they must have
been shot between the arrival
of the film cameras to Tehran
on 11 Shavval 1317/ 11 Feb-
ruary 1900/22 Bahman 1278
and the Shah’s death on 23
Ziqa‘deh 1324 / 18 January
1907 / 18 Dey 1285. In view
of the country’s situation
in the last years of Mozaf-
far-ed-Din Shah’s reign (third
European tour in 1323 AH /
1905 AD / 1284 AS, grant of
the constitution in 1324 AH /
1906 AD / 1285 AS) and the
receding novelty of cinema
to the benefit of the Shah’s
greater interest for photog-

raphy, these burlesque films
must be attributed to a time )

closer to the date of the arriv- 20

al of the cameras, probably to f;

after the Shah’s first voyage, —
around 1900-1901, i.e., 1279- -3
80 AS. The exactness of this o
dating can be ascertained by o
the fact that the idle Malijak, %
who was an accomplished 2
hunter, appears in a film with 2

his gun, but never mentions
oy



With so many people immigrating to the United States who ask for the statues of refugees, is there a pos-
sibility that some of the kidnappers are among them? Are any of them living in the US now? Who knows!

destinations. After the Six Days
War more than 4000 Jews left
Lebanon because of the lack of
safety and fear of retaliation. In
1982 there were only 300 indi-
viduals left. Before the kidnap-
ping 100 individuals were still
living in Lebanon and after 1985
the Jewish population of Leba-
non reached to 30 individuals.

After the assassination of the
hostages, the kidnappers gave
all sorts of different reasons like:
“They were spying for Israel,
retaliation for the actions of Is-
rael against the Shia’s in south
Lebanon, demand of exchang-
ing, one Jewish hostage for 300
Shia prisoners in Israel” and etc..
Unfortunately many times the
words like Israel, Zionism and
Jews are synonym in the mind
of a fanatic Muslim. But in re-
ality, the hostage taking was an
intimidation-show of force to the
United States in order to receive
arms. The Jews were used only
as a scapegoat against the United
States.

Terry Anderson, an American
citizen was also kidnapped, in
March 16, 1985. He was a jour-
nalist, married to a Lebanese
woman. He reported for the
Associated Press in Lebanon.
Anderson was abducted from
the street in Beirut, placed in
the trunk of a car, and taken to
a secret location where he was
imprisoned. He was abducted
during the Lebanese bitter civil
war and was held until 1991. His
captures were a group of Hez-
5> bollah shiite Muslims who were
g supported by Iran.

Z. In his book “Den of Lions” he
o . .
— mentioned that once he was sick.
: When the kidnappers brought
S a man whose was blindfolded.
— When they opened his eyes, Ter-
w . . i

g Ty recognized him immediately,
¢o it was Dr. Hallak. They were not
@ allowed to converse with each

other. Dr. Hallak examined Terry

and ordered the medication and
care. They blindfolded him again
and took him away. Terry got
well but never had the opportuni-
ty to thank Dr. Hallak for his care.

Then I learned about the story
of a combat decorated US Ma-
rine, Colonel Oliver North. He
was assigned to National Secu-
rity Council Staff in the Reagan
administration, he was the Unit-
ed States government’s Count-
er Terrorism Coordinator from
1983- 1986

“The real reason of the hostage
taking was influenced by the
refusal of selling arms by the
American government to the new
Iranian government.

The Jewish hostages aimed to
show the force and determina-
tion of the kidnappers’ organiza-
tion who were telling the United
States if they don’t sell arms the
American hostages will end up
having the same fate as the Jew-
ish hostages!

The official justification for the
arms shipments was that they
were part of an operation to free
seven American hostages being
held in Lebanon by Hezbollah,
an Islamist paramilitary group
with Iranian ties connected to
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps.

The idea to exchange arms for
hostages was proposed by Ma-
nuchehr Ghorbanifar, an expa-
triate Iranian arms dealer. Some
within the Reagan administration
hoped the sales would influence
Iran to get Hezbollah to release
the hostages.

The United States was the larg-
est seller of arms to Iran under
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, and
the vast majority of the weapons
that the Islamic Republic of Iran
inherited in January 1979 were
American-made. To maintain this
arsenal, Iran required a steady
supply of spare parts to replace
those broken and worn out.”

I am not going to develop the

continuation of this conflict as
it is not my speciality or subject
here but when I met Colonel Oli-
ver North in Book Expo America
in New York, 2002. While he was
signing his book “Mission Com-
promised” that he had written
with Joe Musser, we talked about
the Jewish hostages in Lebanon.
He knew about them but had no
knowledge of the fate of the re-
maining hostages. He told me
that they tried to help save the
hostages but unfortunately they
did not succeed!

I sometimes think what are the
kidnappers doing and where are
they now. Are they being tortured
by the memories of their hos-
tages? Do they have any human
decency left in their being? With
so many people immigrating to
the United States who ask for the
statues of refugees, is there a pos-
sibility that some of the kidnap-
pers are among them? Are any of
them living in the US now? Can
they be one of our neighbors?
Who knows!

Or have they gone back to Iran,
they have married and are living
with their families. But when
I see the pictures of the young
gitls, boys and children in the me-
dia, who are killed or hanged up,
because they seek freedom, I ask
myself, if the oppressors are the
children of the kidnappers! How
can a young man shoot a young
girl or boy or even a ten year old
child, go home, look at the eyes
of his own children? How can a
man put the cord around the neck
of his country’s football hero and
pull the cord? Then how can he
wake up the following mornings
and at nights, go to the mosque
and pray? Is he talking to Allah
or Shytan - satan?

POLITICS

Italian PM Calls Iran
Protest Crackdown

“Unacceptable”
Iran Wire-DECEMBER 29, 2022

The Italian prime minis-
ter has warned that Rome
will consult with allies to
take more effective action
against Iran’s clerical re-
gime if it doesn’t stop its
bloody repression of nation-
wide protests.

“What is happening today in
Iran is unacceptable for us,
Italy can no longer tolerate
it,” Giorgia Meloni said in
an end-of-year press confer-
ence on December 29.

Meloni’s comments come
a day after Italian Foreign
Minister Antonio Tajani
summoned the Iranian am-
bassador to Rome to express
his country’s “indignation
and worry” over the crack-
down, which he said “has
nothing to do with protect-
ing national security of the
country.”

Tajani also said Italy was
asking that Tehran suspend
the death penalty in connec-
tion with the protests and
immediately halt the execu-
tions of demonstrators.

@

At least 100 protestors facing execution in

Iran, says rights group
By Joshua Askew

Euro News: At least 100
protestors are facing the
death penalty in Iran, says a
rights group.

Norway-based Iran Human
Rights said this week that 100
protestors -- including teen-
age boys and two 22-year-
old women -- are current-
ly at risk of execution for

not wearing her headscarf
properly.

But demonstrations soon
morphed into a wider chal-
lenge to Iran’s Islamic gov-
ernment, which is deeply
unpopular among large
swathes of the population.

Many of those facing

Iranian Footballer Amir-Nasr Azadani is among dozens facing
execution after participating in anti regime demonstrations

participating in demonstra-
tions sparked by the death of
Mahsa Amini in September.

The organisation warned
that this figure is a «mini-
mumy as most families are
under pressure to stay quiet
about the fate of their loved
ones.

The real number is believed
to be much higher, it added.

Iran is currently gripped by
the largest wave of anti-gov-
ernment unrest in its recent
history.

Protests began on 16 Sep-
tember with the death of
22-year-old Mahsa Amini,
after she was arrested by the
morality police for allegedly

execution are accused of Ef-
sad-fil-arz -- which means
“corruption on earth” -- a
loosely defined term that
Iranian courts often use to
justify executions.

At least 100 protestors are
facing the death penalty in
Iran, says a rights group.

Norway-based Iran Human
Rights said this week that
100 protestors -- includ-
ing teenage boys and two
22-year-old women -- are
currently at risk of exe-
cution for participating in
demonstrations sparked by
the death of Mahsa Amini in
September.

The organisation warned

that this figure is a “mini-
mum” as most families are
under pressure to stay quiet
about the fate of their loved
ones.

The real number is believed
to be much higher, it added.

Iran is currently gripped by
the largest wave of anti-gov-
ernment unrest in its recent
history.

Protests began on 16 Sep-
tember with the death of
22-year-old Mahsa Amini,
after she was arrested by the
morality police for allegedly
not wearing her headscarf

properly.

But demonstrations soon
morphed into a wider chal-
lenge to Iran’s Islamic gov-
ernment, which is deeply
unpopular among large
swathes of the population.

Many of those facing ex-
ecution are accused of Ef-
sad-fil-arz -- which means
“corruption on earth” -- a
loosely defined term that
Iranian courts often use to
justify executions.

Iran protests: What caused
them? Are they different this
time? Will the regime fall?

Members of Iran’s Kurdish
and Baloch minorities make
up a significant proportion of
those condemned to death.

Five women are at risk of
execution, according to Iran
Human Rights.

One is Mahsa Mohammadi, a
22-year-old microbiology stu-
dent who was arrested for a
tweet. Another woman of the
same age, Bita Haghani, has
also been sentenced to death
over charges of Efsad—ﬁl-arz@

Pelé,Former Minister
of Sports of Brazil

Dies at 82

Pelé has died at age 82, his
daughter announced. He
was a Brazilian soccer icon
and the only player to win
the World Cup trophy three
times, in 1958, 1962 and
1970..

Edson Arantes do Nascimen-
to, known mononymously as
Pelé, was a Brazilian profes-
sional footballer who played
as a forward. Regarded as
one of the greatest players
of all time and labelled “the
greatest” by FIFA, he was
among the most successful
and popular sports figures of
the 20th century. (Wikipedia)
He helped Brazil win World
Cup titles in 1958, 1962 and
1970. Grandchildren: Gabri-
el Felinto, Otavio Felinto,
Sophia Nascimento, Stepha-
ny Nascimento Trending
Born: October 23, 1940,
Trés Coragdes, State of Mi-

nas Gerais, Brazil o~
Died: December 29, 2022 gn
Dates joined: 1975 (New &

York Cosmos), 1957 (Bra—ﬂ
zil national football team),§
1956 (Santos FC)
Awards: Ballon d’Or Dream
Team,
Nominations:

Milliyet Sports Award for
World Athlete of the Year
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is better for everyone that we do
not get involved. If we receive
any news, we will share it with

2

you.

Lebanese Consul told me: “I am
so sorry for you and for us, Leb-
anon that was such a free and
great country, appreciated by all,
has turned to an unrecognizable
country. Everyday innocent peo-
ple are killed for no reason. It is
sad. I understand your pain, if we
see the possibility, we will help
you and will let you know, but
honestly we do not even know
who these people are and where
are they holding the hostages and
from where they are operating
their activities.” At the end of our
conversation he added: “You see,
even I, myself every morning that
I say goodbye to my wife and
children, and leave my house, I
am not sure if I will be back in
the evening and see my wife and
children!”

The worst experience that I had
was with Red Cross. When they
heard my plea, the lady on the
other end of the phone told me: “I
am sorry, but we deal with bod-
ies and do not have the time for
hostages!”

With all these negative answers
I did not give up, and followed
any lead that would give me the
slightest information on the fate
of the hostages. Unfortunately,
no one was able to help us. But
I continued contacting, writing to
all individuals, associations that
I thought could help. I contacted
newspapers, TV and radio sta-
tions and asked help and kept re-
peating and reminding the names

N of hostages in the media so it will
2. not become a cold case!

For long nine months I knocked

®2 any door that I hoped could open

§ and give us any news of our be-

— loved brother. Nothing!

> Nine months of agony for Hay,
S his wife, their young and teenage
@ children and Hay’s mother, sisters
+ and brothers and the entire family.

Then a few days before Christ
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Lebanese Jews facing
kidnapping and death

By AL P P, LER YO
Fripigs Bk

mas of 1985, T received a call
from State Department. They told
me that they have received the
information that my Haim was
killed but as they do not have a
body they can not confirm the
news for sure. The following
days they continued calling me
every day. They were repeating
the same statement. Sometimes
the calls were made in the morn-
ings when my husband was at
work but sometimes it was in
the evenings when everyone was
present. My husband asked me
who was calling and I answered
that it was a friend, a relative or
a customer. (I had just started my
own business and was operating
from home.) So, my husband
believed me. I did not tell him
the truth as I thought what good
would was there for him, he was
already worried and sad enough,
why add more salt to his wound!
He was well aware of the situa-
tion, knowing the country and the
world political situation we did
not have much hope from the kid-
nappers but we were looking for a
Hanukkah or Christmas miracle,
only a miracle could reverse the
situation for a positive outcome,
we knew that we were dealing
with Islamist fanatics!

On December 26th, in the morn-
ing I received the expected call
from the State Department. The
agent told me: “We are sorry to
inform you that the body of your
brother Haim Cohen Halala was

discovered on Christmas Eve in
the yard of the church: “Eglise
Saint Louis de Capucins”in Bei-
rut.

He was killed on the 24, shot by
three bullets and his body was
thrown in the church yard.”

What a shocking news! What
message were they trying to give
to the world? BY killing a young
innocent Jewish family man with
young children and throwing his
body on the Christians Eve in the
yard of a church in 19867 Why
did they keep Hay hostage for
nine long months! Probably in
miserable conditions, in a small
humid dark room with no mini-
mum comfort and food. I am sure
they bullied him any time that
they passed by him. I do not want
even to go far and think all that
they did to a such sweet and kind
person.

We did not see his body but heard
that his facial hair had grown and
that he had lost a lot of weight.

We never understood their the
reason for their actions clearly,
because they never contacted
the family or anyone and never
asked for anything! May be they
had nothing to tell us. How could
they justify their cruelty? But I
had a lot to tell them. In reality
the Muslim cousins had killed
their Jewish cousins, don’t they
all share the DNA of their mutual
founding father; Avraham - Ebra-
him’s in their beings?

I immediately called the Ameri-
can Red Cross, and asked for the
woman who had answered me so
rudely and said:

“Miss, You have a body now, deal
with it!”” And hung up the phone.

I'understand that the Red Cross is
very busy in different countries,
probably even in situations worst
than us. But I wish she could be
more compassionate in respond-
ing the families. May be the
employees deals with so many
horror stories everyday, that they
can’t take it anymore! Or may be
it was just the answer of a single
nasty employee that day!

Haim was buried on December
25, 1986 in the presence of Mr.
Yedid-Levi who was a member
of the Jewish Community of
Libanon. In 2014 Dr. Edy Hala-
la-Cohen was able to make the
necessary steps in Beirut with the
help of Nagi Zeidan, the author
of “Juifs du Leban,” to install a
beautiful memorial tombstone on
his father’s grave, in the city that
he loved so much! And may his
memory be for a blessing.

I was comforting my husband
and our family members by re-
minding them: “That at least we
were lucky to have a body, and
finally, nine months of suffering
is over!” How about the other
families?

In February 1986, I was invited to
speak in the International Confer-
ence of Jews in Syria and Muslim
Lands in Paris. I met the wife and
son of Dr. Elie Hallak, known as
the doctor of poor. He was also
kidnapped in Beirut, they had no
news of him. The tears were pres-
ent in their eyes, and their pain
was visible on their faces. Their
hands were shaking badly. We
talked and shared our pain, but I
was helpless to find proper words
to utter in order to comfort them.
They only wanted to see their
husband and father or at least
have a news of his where about.
Was Dr. Hallak alive or dead?

After the conference I asked the
president, Mr. Roger Pinto if he
-

could help Haim’s family to leave
Lebanon. It was dangerous for his
wife and children to live there.
The French government and Jew-
ish community were very gener-
ous and Mr. Pinto was very kind
to help them. They were able to
go to Paris where they lived and
the boys studied at school for
some time. Then they left for
Mexico where Sheila’s brother
was living. Later the two younger
brothers decided to emigrate to
Israel but the older brother and
their mother remained in Mex-
ico. Unfortunately their mother
also died in 1997, from cerebral
attack. I am sure all the anguish
and sufferings had played a role
in her early death.

My mother-in-law also died ex-
actly nine months after the assas-
sination of her beloved son. How
could a mother live in the stress
and anguish everyday knowing
that her beloved son was in the
hands of cruel kidnappers. Every
minute, she was thinking; what
were they doing to him? Was he
eating or drinking, did he have
a bed to sleep in? Were they tor-
turing him? We later learned that
from the day she learned that his
son was kidnapping, she refused
to eat, she only cried and nev-
er left the house. She lived and
grieved exactly for nine months.
The nine months that she had
held the baby in her being, to
bring him to this world. The nine
months he that he remained in
the hands of the kidnappers who
claimed they believed in Allah
and His laws!

The Christmas 2022 was the an-
niversary of the 37th year of our
beloved Haim who had such a
short passage in this world. He
was killed because he wanted to
live in a country that he was born
in, that he loved so much its peo-
ple and nature. Unfortunately he
was killed only, because he was
born in a Jewish family. Because
he was Jewish!

Now he is back with his ances-
tors, who many of them have
similar stories to tell each other.

Hoping that there is no discrimi-
nation over there and they all live
in peace. I am sure Hay is proud
of his sons who have obtained the
highest degrees in education and
have created warm and loving
families. Edy Cohen, his son was
a candidate for the Keenest elec-
tions this term.

All the members of our entire
family, even the ones who were
not lucky enough to meet Hay
remember him, and participate in
the yearly kaddish prayers in his
loving memory.

37 years have passed since the
kidnapping of the innocent Jew-
ish victims. Their losses did not
make much difference in the sit-
uation of the world. I wish we
could have witnessed a more
peaceful and humanitarian era,
but unfortunately the wars and
killings still continue and hu-
mans suffer. [ was hoping that at
least the kidnapping had an im-
pact in international relations. It
is true that Iran finally received
the arms that they were looking
for, but thousands of Iranian and
Iraqi youth and men died in the
battlefields. Who cares what the
surviving families have gone
through because of loosing a
son, brother, husband or father
or what they are going through
in taking care of the invalid fam-
ily members. Governments and
politicians who create wars do
not care for the suffering of the
survivors. They have plans, some
gain from the pain of others, and
satisfy their big ego. After all it is
the Angel of Death who is the real
winner, as even the most power-
ful politicians who have killed
millions of people, sooner or later
they end up in his hands and in
the mouth of the earth.

The Lebanese hostages:

Total of 13 hostages were taken
simultaneously during or after
Haim’s kidnapping. A few of
them were tortured and killed
and their bodies were thrown in
various neighborhoods in Beirut.
But the bodies of the rest of the
remaining hostages were not re-
covered and the kidnappers never

announced if they were alive or
killed. No one knows of their fate
and their families live in anguish.
After Haim, I continued my ef-
forts for the remaining hostages
but it was without any success
and like many events their cases
became cold but not forgotten!

Here are the information and
fates of all the Lebanese Jewish
hostages:

Raoul Mizrahi, was kidnapped on
July 23,1984, his body was found
near airport city.

Elie de Youssef Srour, 68, an elec-
trical engineer, was kidnapped
from his shop in Beirut’s Ein
Mreisseh seaside district March
31,1985. The Shiite group said
that they killed him on January 1,
1987. His body was never found.

Ellie Sasson, a merchant who
was the chief spokesman for
Jews in Lebanon was kidnapped
in March 1985.

Issac Sassoun, 65, the president of
the Lebanon’s Jewish Communi-
ty, he was abducted on March 31,
1985. No group has ever claimed
responsibility.

Clement Dana 53, was snatched
from his apartment in Beirut,
Hamra district on April 4, 1985.
No group ever claimed responsi-
bility.

Salim Murad Jamouss, was kid-
napped on August 5, 1984, he
was 54 years old.

Isaac Tarab, 70 years old retired
from the university in Beirut. He
was the professor of Mathemat-
ics. He was kidnapped on July
18, 1985. It was told that this
time six gunmen kidnapped the
hostages and drove away in two
BMW cars. He was assassinated
on February 2, 1986 and his body
was found in the old dirty neigh-
borhood of Beirut.

A father Yehuda Bénisté, 84
years, with his two sons, Abra-
ham Bénisté, 40 years old, and
Youssef Bénisté 36 years old

were kidnapped on May 11,
1985. They owned a newspaper
booth near airport. On Febru-
ary 17, 1986, the police discov-
ered the body of Yehuda and his
sons in the street. He was badly
tortured and shot. His two sons
were killed by torture, they were
severely beaten and their bodies
were covered with lots of bruises.
A note in Arabic was found near
them: “This is the fate of the ones
who spy for Israel!”

Henri Mann, 33, a plumber who
vanished mysteriously in Feb-
ruary 15, 1986. On Januaryl,
1987, the Organization of the Op-
pressed on Earth announced that
they had killed him. His body
was never found.

Dr. Elie Hallak, 52 year old was
kidnapped on March 29,1985.
He was a physician and the vice
president of the Higher Coun-
cil of Lebanon’s Jews. He was
a very well known and respect-
ed doctor named as the doctor
of the poor. Everyone loved the
medical doctor who was helping
the children, especially from the
poor neighborhoods of Christian,
Muslim and Palestinian families.
It was known that he had even
cured the son of a famous Pales-
tinian leader and had brought him
out of the danger of death. Later I
was told that when the two men
went inside the house of Dr. Hal-
lak and pulled him outside. Many
Muslim women were gathered
in front of his house with tear-
ful eyes, some of the Palestinian
and Muslim women rushed and
barraged on the way of the kid-
nappers and asked them to take
any or all of them instead of Dr.
Hallak. They told the kidnappers:
“He is our savior angel, if you
take him, who will take care of
our children and families, take us
instead.” The men pushed them
angrily away and then pushed e
Dr. Hallak into the car and drove
away!

The Jewish population of Leb-
anon had reached to 9000 indi-
viduals in 1967 but then people
started immigrating to different
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My brother and his family im-
migrated to the United States
at the end of 1950’s. Much
later my mother joined them
and found her old neighbors
and friends from Iran and she
loved Los Angeles. She was
missing our presence, so she
bugged me in every occasion
to move to L.A. She asked,
pushed and used all the old
tricks in order to bring us closer
to her.

I resisted, but she didn’t want
to understand that we were
happy living a quiet and happy
life in Paris. Finally, I thought
of trying for a Sabbatical year,
my husband accepted and
we left Paris, mid September
1984.

Before our departure we
called all our family members
who were scattered around the
globe, to say goodbye. Haim
was one of my favorite broth-
er-in-laws who still lived in
Lebanon. My husband’s fam-
ily was originally from Leb-
anon since a generation. His
E]:? grandmother was from Syr-
2. ia, but because of a pogrom
Z against the Jews, although she
3 loved the country where her
: family had lived there for gen-
©. erations, she was obliged to
o leave Syria and empty handed
'S shefled to Lebanon and she es-
02 tablished in Beirut. At the time
82 [ebanon was a welcoming
and one of the rare countries in
Middle East to respect democ-

By: Dr.Rosemary Cohen

CRememBering The

TJewish Cl—[offages cf Lebanon

racy and complete freedom. It
was named the Switzerland of
Middle East. Many prominent
families sent their children to
study in Beirut’s well known
universities. The economy
was booming, foreign banks
and large companies had pres-
ence and branches there. The
freedom seekers and intellec-
tuals opposing their govern-
ments in Middle Eastern and
north African countries sought
refuge in Lebanon, where
newspapers and books were
published freely. All the com-
munities were active and they
lived in their neighborhoods
enjoying the beautiful God
given nature until mid 1960’s.
With conflicts and wars in the
neighboring countries, espe-
cially the conflict of Arab and
Israelis, new conflicts started
forming inside Beirut and a
civil war took place among
different fractions of the pop-
ulation (1975-1990) and later
by the presence of Palestinian
refugees and many other po-
litical games and presences
continued by shootings and
kidnapping of different indi-
viduals and even foreigners
that followed by political as-
sassinations in the country.

The residents felt unsecured
walking in the streets of beau-
tiful Beirut that was known as
the bride of Middle East, the
daughter of France .... So, the
Lebanese started leaving their

beloved country in tears. They
were aware that no where in
the world they would be able
to replace their beloved Beirut
in their hearts.

All the members of my hus-
band’s family had already left
Lebanon, Haim was the only
one who was still resisting the
challenge of everyday and did
not like even the idea of leav-
ing his beloved country that
he was born and lived in all
his life.

He was 39 years old, with his
wife Sheila, they had three
young sons. The oldest was
16, the second was 11 and the
youngest was only 6 years
old. We called my brother-
in-law Hay - meaning life in
Hebrew. He was working as
an accountant in a department
store owned by an Armenian.
He was well liked by every-
one and he always told us
that he had many Arab, Pal-
estinian and Christian friends.
Lebanon was like this, people
lived in their neighborhoods
but everyone was friendly
with each others. There used
to be a large Jewish commu-
nity in Lebanon that shrunk
to 100 individuals at the be-
ginning of 1980 and the latest
number was 40 individuals in
2006. After the Six Days War
between the Arabs and Israel
and with the continuation of
the conflicts Jews like other

Lebanese did not feel safe to
live in Lebanon, so most of
them left for Europe, America,
Israel and other destinations,
wherever they could obtain
residency and work permits.
Anyone who has immigrat-
ed in his life knows that it is
always difficult to leave the
country of birth, all the memo-
ries and habits of the past and
start a new life, where the lan-
guage, traditions, neighbors
and values are different from
his own!

A day before our departure,
we called Hay to say goodbye,
after he talked to my husband,
I told him: “Hay, it is not safe
for you and your family to stay
in Beirut. With all the chaos
going in Lebanon. Promise to
leave soon.” He said: “As soon
as you are settled in America, I
hope we can join you, [ prom-
ise.” Then in order to reassure
me he added: “Don’t worry,
I am safe here. As you know,
I have a lot of friends among
different communities. I am
just an accountant and not
involved in politics. We are
well liked here, after the work
and on weekends we go to the
beach and children play freely.
You know that we do not have
much choices. I do not like to
live in Israel, because I do not
want to be obliged to carry a
gun and be obliged to shoot
my old friends! It is not easy to
obtain immigration and work

e

permits for France or America.
We do not have too much money
either to travel to a new country
and wait and see if we can have
a work permit.” And he finished
our conversation by saying: “In-
shallah - God Willing, we will be
finally united soon.” And as usual
he finished the conversation with
his sweet laughter.

I was reassured that we will see
him and his family very soon.

Unfortunately, I was not aware
that it was going to be our last
conversation and the last time
that I heard his voice and opti-
mists laughter!

We arrived to Los Angeles, and
soon we faced the difficulties
that most of the immigrants face.
Finally, my mother and brother
had finally found a landlord who
accepted to rent his apartment
to a family who had four young
children after many refusals. The
landlord and his wife were orig-
inally from Korea. He told my
mother: “families who have chil-
dren should be able to also rent
and live.” We learned that even
in 1980’s many landlords refused
renting their apartments or hous-
es to people who had children or
dogs and others even refused to
rent to minorities!

After tasting and learning the
real meaning of “Democracy”
in France, it was very surprising
and hard to restart the forgotten
bureaucracy and experiences of
the past in America. Our chil-
dren were lucky to receive the
scholarships from the French
government to study at the Ly-
cée Frangais of Los Angeles, also
they received scholarship from
The Colburn School of Music
to continue playing their instru-
ments. But unfortunately my
husband and I, with two doctor-
ate degrees and the knowledge of
many languages and work expe-
riences, we were not able to find a
job, the given reason was that we
were “over qualified” and even
when we received an offer, the
salary was very low. My hus
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band was unemployed for nine
months, and we spent almost all
our savings on rents and every-
day expenses.

One Friday afternoon in April,
that I was waiting at the music
school while our children were
practicing with their music teach-
ers, | walked to a magazine stand
and bought “Le Monde” April
2, 1985, the French newspaper,
that my husband used to read it
every night in Paris. I was trying
to bring his moral up, as I always
felt guilty to drag him to Ameri-
ca. He had a great job in France
and was very French deep into
his bones. So, in my mind I was
giving him a treat on that Shabbat
night to read and enjoy his favor-
ite paper. The next evening after
Shabbat was over, he called his
older brother. His father had died
a few years before our marriage.
His older brother and two of his
sisters had emigrated to Israel a
few years ago. After the death of
his father, his mother and his two
younger brothers had no choice
but to emigrate to Isracl. Before
her departure my mother-in-law
insisted, begged and cried and did
all in her power to convince Hay
and his family to also travel with
them to Israel. But he refused.
From that day she prayed every-
day for his son and his families
safety.

I heard my husband talking to his
older brother and asking about

oples sl iia -
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Hay and if the news that he had
read in the newspaper was true.
When he hanged the phone, 1
asked him what had happened?
He only handed me the news pa-
per and went to bed.

I'took Le Monde that I had bought
the day before and read carefully
all the headings on the front page
and found nothing of importance.
Then I turned the paper and read
the back page, there I saw a box
with four pictures. The heading
in large letters was written: “Four
Jewish men were taken hostage
March 31,1985 in Beirut.

Haim Cohen Halala was taken
away from his dinner table, in the
presence of his wife and children
by two men who were driving a
red Mercedes Benz.

Then they had kidnapped a Jew-
ish man, a father and his two sons.

No one knew them or the reason
for this kidnapping.

Later, no ransom or demands
were asked only they had an-
nounced that they belong to “The
Oppressed of the World.” No one
knew who they were and what
was the reason for their actions.
Later it was known that they be-
longed to Shi’as who were either
Iranians or pro Khomeini follow-
ers.

Tears covered my face, for all the
hostages. I felt the pain that my
mother-in-law and all our fami

ly was going through. His older
brother had told my husband that
they knew about the kidnapping
for a week but as they knew we
had our own problems as new
immigrants they did not want to
tell us.

The only comfort that I had was
that on that Friday moring, my
husband was asked for a prelimi-
nary interview for a job at Cedar
Sinai Hospital. The supposed
short meeting continued the en-
tire morning and in the late af-
ternoon they called and offered
the job, and asked him to start
his new position in two days, on
Monday. We were very happy for
this good news for a few hours
then at night, the bad news cut
short our joy!

I was happy that my husband was
going to work on Monday and at
least his mind was going to be
busy by his new work!

That same Monday morning, I
also started my new journey, af-
ter driving the children to school,
at home I opened the large tele-
phone book and started searching
all the organizations, offices, em-
bassies, consulates and anyone
that I could imagine could help
or shed a light on Hay’s situation!
I started calling one number after
the other from my list. I talked to
many people who were kind but
told me that unfortunately they
did not have much possibilities to
help us. For example:

From State Department they told
me: “We are aware of the kidnap-
pings, but we have no informa-
tion about them yet! And added

that the kidnappers belonged to !

the Iranian Shia’s, who are the
followers of Ayatollah Khomeini
in Lebanon. Then he promised
that if they had any news, they
would let us know.

Israeli Consul told me: “ Unfor-
tunately we have tied hands, we
can’t do anything. If the Israeli
government got involved they
will immediately declare that the
innocent hostages are spies and

you know that it is not true. So it
-
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Decorating Boeing 7¥7 In
Tribute To Protestors In Iran

Argentinian filmmaker and former pilot Enrique
Pifieyro has updated his Boeing 787's livery with
images of Iranian protest figures Mahsa Amini and
Amir Nasr Azadani in an attempt to draw attention to
the ongoing crisis in Iran. The announcement comes
as Mr. Pifieyro's humanitarian organization Solidaire
continues to use the 787 for the safe evacuation and
relocation of refugees from around the world.




