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Seneca, “ Slaves.” The Art of the
Personal Essay. Edited by Phillip
Lopate (Doubleday, 1994). 12-15.
Translated from English to Farsi by

Zahra Karimipour
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Seneca Ad Lucilium.

Morales. Translated by Richard M.
Gummere, Ph. D.

Epistulae

London, William Heinmann.
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S within  the

Azad was commander of a
major army division. Due
to Azad’s bravery at war
and her brilliant military
tactics, the Iranian army
defeated the occupiers.
This period coincided with
Mohammad the prophet
who asked Khosrow
Parviz, the Iranian king,
to convert to Islam. Azad
was the first to become a
Moslem.

After the collapse of the
Sassanid Dynsty and the
death of the Iranian ruler
of Yemen, Azad was
appointed as the new ruler.
Mohammad the prophet
expressed his gratitude
to Azad for her social
endeavours in Yemen.
AZADVAR

Azadvar was one of the
most honored female
artists during the Sassanid
Dynasty. It is believed
that Azadvar played the
harp at the Bahramgour
imperial court.

ANAHID

Anahid or Azar was the
queen of Shahpur I within
the Sassanide Dynasty.
Anahid paid special
attention to social welfare.
Her endeavors led to the
foundation of a city under
her own name which is
> now a historical site.
ANAHID AZAR

, Anahid Azar was the wife

° of Shapur I and one of

< the most powerful queens
Sassanid
became

A
3 Dynasty. She

& Queen of Queens, the

® highest position within
< the imperial court. She
is also remembered by

Zoroaster. It is believed
that Shapur I founded the
ancient city of Bishapur
to show his respect and
gratitude for Anahid Azar.
ANDIA

Andia, originally from
Babel, was the wife of
Ardeshir, the founder of
the Sassanid Dynasty
who exercised important
influence in promoting
the goals and dimensions
of the dynasty.

YARIN

Yarin was the daughter
of Gabad Shah. She
reproduced the first copy
of the Zooroaster’s holy
book, “Avesta” for the
high priests of India. She
is considered to be the first
ancient Iranian translator

PROSHAT

Proshat or Proshatu was
the daughter of Ardeshir I
and the wife of Darius II
. She was experienced in
politics and is believed that
she ran the empire behind
the scenes. The couple
had four sons. Darius had
chosen Ardeshir II as his
successor but Proshat
believed Cyrus, the ruler
of Asia Minor, was a
better successor. At last
Ardeshir II got the throne.
An unsuccessful riot by
Cyrus against his brother
landed him in jail, but his
mother saved him from
execution. Cyrus returned
to Asia Minor but Proshat
continued her efforts to
bring her younger son to
power. Cyrus was killed
during the next war with
his brother.

To be continued ...
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Review Iranian History

coumgeous Tranian women

Recently in Islamic Repub-
lic was held World Influential
Women Congress. It was said
Regime spent $36 Million for
this Congress.The Islamic Re-
gime ignored Iranian women
who were very influential on
worl history as well as Iranians’

Here are some of them which
are selected from the book was
prepared by Ali Zarrabi :

1- Ancient Times

MANDANA

Mandana was the daughter of
Asitiag, the powerful ruler of

the Medes. She married Kam-
biz Parsi. Their son was Cyrus
the Great, the famous king of
Aechamenid dynasty.
ABAKISH

Abakish was a very well
known lady during the
Achaemenid Dynasty whose
name is engraved on various
stones at “Persepolis.” It is
said that Abakish supervised
workers’ wages and managed
accounts which is proof
to the direct involvement
of women instruction and
social activities during the

Achaemenid Dynasty. Based
on an available imperial seal
containing the engraved name
of Abakish, it is believed that
she was queen or princess of
the Achaemenid Dynasty.
APAMEH

Apameh was one of the
daughters of Ardeshir II, a
king within the Acaemenide

Dynasty. She married
“Faranabad” the famous
Iranian admiral. Apameh’s

husband was the mayor of one
of the seaside cities of Asia
Minor where she would run
the social and political affairs
in absence of her husband. No
further information is available
about the life of Apameh.
APAMEH THE QUEEN
Apameh the Queen was the
daughter of “Sepitamen”, an
Iranian Army Commander.
Upon the direct order of
Alexander she married
one of the well known
commanders of Alexander.
After Alexander’s death,
Apameh’s husband founded
the “Seleucidian” Dynasty
and called himself the
“King”. Apameh also
received the title of the
“Queen” and the mother of
the “Prince” of the same
Seleucidian Dynasty
ATOSSA

Atossa was an Achaemenid
queen and eldest daughter
of Cyrus the Greatest whose
ancestors were Cambyses
and Mandan, the daughter
of the King of Medes.

Atossa’s name is also

refered to in various Greek
ancient sites. achilles is
renowned Greek poet has
also mentioned her name in
one of his works.

Atossa had a great authority
within Achaemenian
royal house and court.
This special position of
Atossa made Xerxes, who
was not the eldest son of
Darius, succeed his father.
It is worth to mention that
women of the courts have
great influence on king’s
decision making.

It has been said that the
Cuneiform script was her
invention and was common
at that time. Note that it
has also been said that the
Cuneiform script was also
common at the Sumerian
civilization

ARTEKAM

Artekam was the daughter
of the army commander of
Aechamenid. She was very
couragous and cultured.
After the collapse of the
Aechamenid Dynastry she
married the ruler of Egypt.
ARSHIVAN

Arshivan was the daughter
of Cyrus the Great, the wife
of Darius the Acahemenid
King and the sister of
Atoosa. Darius loved her
so much that he ordered a
pure gold statue made in her
honor.

Arshivan enjoyed power at
the court. She was an expert
in horseback Licgi'ng and

using arms. She was very
popular due to her social
endeavors.

ASPASIA

Aspasia was the most be-
loved woman at the Ae-
chamenid Dynasty’s im-
perial court (during the
reign of Cyrus the Great,
the ruler of Asia Minor)
and his brother Artaxer-
exes. She was taken into
captivity when Cyrus and
his brother ,Artaxerexes,
went into war. Upon the
death of Cyrus, Aspasia
caught the attention of
Darius, the son of Artax-
erexes, but the Shah who
had been dissappointed
with Aspasia’s disloyalty
to her deceased husband
sent her to “Anahitily”,
a Temple in Hamedan
where she spent the rest of
her life.

ESTHER

Esther was the wife of
Xerxes the king. It is be-
lieved that Xerxes had
a beautiful wife named
Asteris who once avoided

dancing nude in one of
the king’s ceremonies.
The angry king decided to
marry a commoner. Mur-
dechay, one of the impe-
rial court noblemen, had
a cousin named Esther
who eventually became
the queen. The influence
of the queen brought wide
authorities to Mordecai
who trusted high govern-
ment positions to Jews.
Haman, a court minister,
asked the king to kill all
Jews including Mordecai.
Before an order was is-
sued, Mordecai asked Es-
ther to dissuade the king
by any means. The king
changed his mind and
jews were saved.
JAMASPIEH

Jamaspieh of Gamaspieh
was the only legitimate
and lawful wife of Ar-
deshir I, the king of the
Aechamenid Dynasty and
the mother of Xerxes II
who was the king of Iran
for a short time. Jamasp-
ich was very influential

within the imperial court
for 40 years. It is ru-
moured that she passed
away on the same day her
husband died
DARYEPETIS
Daryepetis was the oldest
daughter of Darius III, the
king of the Aechamenid
Dynasty who witnessed
the collapse of the same
dynasty after Alexander’s
invasion. It is rumoured
that she was forced to
marry one of Alexander’s
commanders named Hefa-
siun

KASANDAN

She was the daughter
of Farnapas, one of the
noblemen of the Aecha-
menid Dynasty. She was
the most honored wife of
Cyrus the Great. Her un-
timely death was felt so
much by the king that he
appointed Kasadan’s son,
Kaboujieh, instead of his
own son, as his own suc-
CESSOr.

ADRIAN

Some historical texts refer

to Adrian or Aturian as
a courageous female
warrior. Adrian was one
of the daughters of the
Yith Ashk, a king within
the Parthian Dynasty. It
is said that Adrian was
as courageous as a male
warrior and had been
trained to fight like a man.
She had participated in
various wars under her
father’s command. Adrian
was eventually captured
by the Romans and was
kept as a prisoner of war
for a long time but was

eventually freed and
returned to her father’s
court.

ARTEDOKHT

Artedokht was the wife of
Ardavan, the last king of
the Parthian Dynasty.
ATOSSA

Atossa was the daughter of
Artaxerexes who wished
to marry Tiribaz, but her
father fell in love with her.
They finally married
AZARMIDOKHT
Azarmidokht was the
daughter of Khosrow-
parviz II, the last king of
the Sassanid Dynasty.
She became king after her
father’s death but lost the
throne during the social
unrest.

AZAD o
Azad was the wife of o
Shahrbonbaran during the §
Sassanid Dynasty. During =
that period, Yeman, a part 5
of the Iranian Empire, was _
occupied by Abyssinias .2
(the present Ethiopians). .5
Anoushiravan the king
ordered the Iranian army <
to attack the occupigrs.
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TWO KURDISH IMAMS ARRESTED IN IRAN AFTER
YOICING SUPPORT FOR PROTESTERS

Iran Wire: Iranian securi-
ty forces have reported-
ly arrested two Kurdish
Sunni clerics who had
voiced support for an-
ti-government  protests
that have rocked the
country for more than
four months.

Loghman Amini and
Ebrahim Karimi were
arrested on January 30
while they were travel-
ing between the cities of
Sanandaj and Marivan, in
the western province of
Kurdistan, according to
the Kurdish news agency
Kordpa.

The two village imams
had previously been sum-
moned to a Clerical Spe-
cial Court for supporting
the demonstrators in their
sermons.

Government forces also

searched their houses.

The authorities have
cracked down hard on
the nationwide protests
triggered by the Septem-
ber death of a 22-year-old
Kurdish woman, Mahsa
Amini, in the custody of
Tehran’s morality police.
The Islamic Republic
has unleashed a brutal
crackdown on the protest

movement, killing more
than 520 people and de-
taining over 18,000,
activists say.

The demonstrations and
state clampdown have
been particularly intense
in the country’s western
Kurdish areas and Sistan
and Baluchistan prov-
ince, home to Iran’s Sun-
ni Baluch minority.

ATTACK OF ISEAEAR

“Explosive night in Iran,”
Mykhailo Podolyak tweet-
ed on Sunday Jan.3rd. “Did
warn you.”

A US official told Reuters
that Israel appears to have
been behind the attack.

Iran has acknowledged send-
ing drones to Russia but says
they were sent before Mos-
cow’s invasion of Ukraine
last year. Moscow denies its
forces use Iranian drones in
Ukraine, although many have
been shot down and recov-

ered there. @

Azarbaijan
Republic Blames
Iran For Attack
On Its Embassy

AlArabiya:Azerbaijan
on Friday Jan.27,2023
said it was evacuating
staff from its embassy
in Tehran, blaming Iran
for a “terrorist” attack
in which the head of
security was killed and
two guards wounded.
Tehran’s police chief
said the man who
carried out the attack
was motivated by
“personal” reasons.
“All responsibility for
the attack lies with Iran,”
Azerbaijani foreign
ministry  spokesman
Ayxan Hacizada told
local media.

He said a recent anti-
Azerbaijani campaign
in  Iranian  media
had “encouraged the
attack.”

Hacizada later told
Turkish TRT Haber TV
station that the embassy
staff “are being

evacuated from Iran.”

How China’s yuan props up Putin’s
anemic budget

Deutsche welle : Russia has
started selling its growing
reserves of the Chinese cur-
rency to fill a budget deficit
caused by falling oil and gas
revenues and the costs of
war. For how long will the
yuan shore up Putin’s ailing
economy?

Falling oil and gas revenues
due to Western sanctions
have widened Russia’s bud-
get deficit and the Kremlin
is busy flogging off some of
the Chinese yuan reserves it
has built up to fill the gap.

Russia had a budget deficit
of a 3.3 trillion ruble ($47
billion, €45 billion), or about
2.3% of GDP, in 2022.

A fall in the export price
of Russian oil below $50
(€45,84) per barrel (159 li-
ters) could increase Russia’s
budget deficit by another
2.5 trillion ruble, forcing the
Kremlin to increase yuan
sales further, according to
the analysts of news agency
Bloomberg.

Russia’s budget for 2023 is

based on an average annual
oil price of $70 per barrel
and the EU ban on Rus-
sian oil and its $60 per bar-
rel price cap is costing the
Kremlin over $170 million
a day, said the Finish think
tank, Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air, which
estimates that Russia’s crude
oil exports fell 12% in De-
cember.

Nikolai Korzhenevsky,
founder of Russian market
analyst SberIndex, says the
figures are an indication
Russia’s state finances are
deteriorating. “They could
become critical this year if
spending cannot be main-
tained without damaging
macroeconomic  equilibri-
um,” he told Russian-affairs
weekly newsletter The Bell.
Mark N. Katz, a professor
at George Mason Univer-
sity thinks Putin>s use
of the yuan to balance
Moscowys budget may
increase  Russia  de-
pendency on  China.

e
«But unless Beijing is
willing to make use of its
economic leverage and
threaten to sanction Rus-
sia [over Ukraine], it is
doubtful whether this eco-
nomic dependence gives
Beijing much opportunity
to influence Putim>s poli-

cies. Not yet, anyway,» he
told DW.

Time is money

A Bloomberg report, cit-
ing internal analysts and
experts from the Citi-
group bank, says Russia
could be able to wage war
in Ukraine for up to three
years provided there is no
big fall in the Kremlin’s
oil income.

The Bloomberg analysts
estimate Russia’s yuan
reserves may run out in
2023 if the average price
of Russian oil drops to
$25 a barrel or lower,

while those of Citigroup
see Russia depleting its
yuan reserves this year at
$35. An oil price above
$60 could allow the gov-
ernment to start adding
to its yuan reserves, they
conclude.

Russia needed Urals to
average $104 to balance
the books last year, and
the break-even will de-
cline to $90 in 2023 only
if the government avoids
spending increases.

Timothy Ash, a senior
sovereign strategist at
Bluebay Asset Manage-
ment in London, thinks
Russia’s biggest prob-
lem for the sale of its oil
are the “discounts of 30-
40%” against normal mar-
ket prices it has to give
to customers. “Lower gas
prices meanwhile mean
that in 2023 Russia may
lose around $50 billion in
income from gas exports,”
he wrote in an analysis for
Washinton-based  think
tank, Center for European
Policy Analysis (CEPA)

Putin is also simultane-
ously building up the yuan
as Russia’s main reserve
currency after Washington
and Brussels slapped sanc-
tions on Russia, freezing
$300 billion of the Rus-
sian central bank’s foreign
exchange reserves.
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Ruben, died in an airplane
crash. Again, I tried to look
for “clues” and again I tried
to stay strong in order to pull
my family members up, and
give them hope and reason
to continue living.

We have had many unex-
pected deaths in our family
throughout my childhood,
starting even before I was
born. Somehow, 1 have
learned to become friends
with the Angel of Death and
have accepted its power be-
cause he is our last compan-
ion and accompanist who
takes us to the next level be-
yond this existence.

Those who have heard my
story sometimes come to me
to seek consolation. I share
with them what [ have gone
through and little knowledge
that I have achieved by expe-
rience, hoping to give them
comfort. But I wonder what
words of comfort can pos-
sibly lessen the suffering of
Mahsa’s mother or any sur-
viving family member of the
Iranian victims. No words
exist in any language or dic-
tionary which can alleviate
their pain. No story or exam-
ples told can console them or
lessen their suffering.

I am spiritual person. People
who are spiritual, those who
believe in God may eventu-
ally find a little inner peace
in the midst of their desper-
= ation, sadness and anger.
g There are no other choices
— left for a grieving person
§ but to go forth. Unfortu-
— nately, our lives resemble a

g battlefield. When the soldier

gg carrying the flag in the front
& line, is hit and falls down, the

soldier next to him grabs the

pezy

flag, and continues marching
forth, even if he is aware that
he will be aimed next.

It is the same in life. The
wounds in our hearts, minds
and spirits will never heal or
disappear. they will remain
fresh till the end of our lives.
But life goes on. No matter
what, the sun rises every
morning and sets every
night. Sometimes we shall
feel less pain and sometimes
more, but life continues and
the same broken heart moth-
ers and fathers will attend
weddings and funerals in the
future. The amazing thing
is that while laughing, tears
will drop down unconscious-
ly and while crying, smiles
will appear on their faces. |
only know that by opening
our hearts to love for others,
we help the healing process
a little more. I believe when
our dear ones die and leave
the dense world of matter,
we should keep them alive in
our hearts. We should keep
their names and memories
alive, share those memories
as blessings to ourselves and
others who are still alive!
While we can, we must con-
tinue living, creating good
memories, and preforming
good actions! However, I
would like to share two sto-
ries that may keep the minds
busy for a little while and
who knows, it may provide
comfort.

A man had lost his dearest
child and was miserable, not
knowing what to do and how
to continue living. Friends
tried to comfort him with
no luck. Finally, someone
introduced him to an old
Chinese wise man for help.
The wise man asked him to

wait while he went inside a
room and came back with a
little box which was care-
fully wrapped with beautiful
colorful paper and ribbons.
He handed it to the man and
said: “Go around the city for
as long as you wish, when
you find a very happy person
ask him/her if he/she feels
fortunate and lucky in life. If
he answered positively, give
this precious gift to him but
if he was not the right person
look for the next one.”

The man happily took the
box and walked around the
city with it. Soon, he heard
loud music and laughter
coming from the house at
the corner. He knocked the
door. A woman with a hap-
py face opened the door. The
man introduced himself and
told her his story and added:
“I heard the sound of mu-
sic and laughter from your
house, so I knew that I have
found the right candidate
to receive this gift. You are
the lucky person that I am
looking for.” The smile dis-
appeared from the face of
the woman. She refused to
receive the gift, she said:
“Today is the wedding of my
younger son, I have to be
very happy for him and his
bride, but my heart is heavy
by deep pain. I lost my moth-
er and daughter a year ago,
so I am not the lucky one
that you are looking for.”

The man continued his
search the entire day and
found no lucky person.
Every time he thought he
had found someone he was
told a sad story. This con-
tinued a few days. Finally,
at the end of the week he
went back to house of the
wise old man and knocked

on his door. He returned the
gift back to him and said:
“I met many people whom
I thought were very lucky
but found none!” The wise
man answered; “As long as
we are on this earth we each
have our own problems and
our sad stories. The secret
lies on how well we are able
to deal with them and how to
continue playing our given
role in this life to the best of
our ability!”

The following story is told to
me by my mother:

The mother of Angel of
Death was always worried
for her son. She knew that
he left the house early hours
of the morning and every
night, with a long list of the
tasks that he had to accom-
plish every day, how and
when to take the life of the
person whose name and ad-
dress was on the list. During
his absence his mother cried
bitterly and prayed for the
wellbeing of her son. Final-
ly, one night she told him
that she was not able to take
it anymore and opened up
her heart.

“My son, the responsibility
that you have taken, bothers
me a lot and I am tormented
the entire time while you are
at work.” He asked for the
reason and she answered:

“I am aware of your job. |
know that you receive a long
list with names of all kinds
people; people of all ages,
whose lives you are to take
during the day. I worry a lot,
as when you kill person, say,
a child, a son or a daughter, a
wife or a husband, their rela-
tives, parents and those they
leave behind, hate you and
curse you. Their curses may

e

eventually become effective
and something terrible may
happen to you some day.”
The Angel of Death laughed
and said: “Mother, don’t
WorTy, no one remembers or
mentions my name. No one
curses or hates me. In order
to comfort you, be ready to-
morrow morning, I will take
you with me all day so that
you can see it for yourself.”
The next day, mother and son
left the house. The first name
on the list was a young man
who had to cross the street
near his house and go to
work. At that exact moment
that he walked on the street
a fastmoving car hit and
killed him as it was written
on list! Many people gath-
ered around the accident,
some blamed the driver who
drove fast, others blamed the
young man who had not paid
attention to the traffic light.
Soon his mother and siblings
joined the crowd. While the
mother was crying bitter-
ly she started talking to her
son loudly saying “Son I
told you it is still too early to
leave. If you had delayed for
five minutes the car would
not have hit you. You were
always in hurry. You didn’t
listen.” The sister while cry-
ing said: “You forgot to take
your eyeglasses, probably
you did not see the traffic
signs clearly!” The brother
said: “I asked you to wait
for me but you left,”. Every-
body said “If you had ...!”

Then the Angel left them
with all their “Ifs” and took
his mother to the second lo-
cation on his list. And this
continued all the day. He
took the lives out of many
people but amazingly, no one
mentioned his name. They

were all saying “If...”, “I
told you so”, and “Why....”.
and they were blaming any-
thing and everyone else but
the Angel of Death. When
mother and son were return-
ing home tired that day, the
angel told his mother: “Are
you comforted mother? As
you saw, no one, not even
one person cursed or men-
tioned my name during the
entire day. No one blamed
me. They all blamed them-
selves and everyone else!”

Now I go back to the begin-
ning of this argument, yes,
it is true that we are born to
die one day, it is also true
that the Angel of Death re-
ceives the list but we should
also find the ways to stop his
actions and find our role and
take responsibility in life. 1
believe that we can at least
push back the dates and fur-
thermore give a harder time
to the Angel of Death, be-
cause it is we who ease his
task by our choices and our
actions.

If the drunken driver had
refrained from  driving
when he was drunk, the an-
gel had to find another way
to take Liana away from
us. If the criminals change
their behavior, stopped us-
ing drugs; stopped stealing
other people’s hard-earned
possessions and stopped dis-
respecting human lives, then
the Angel of Death will have
a harder time taking the lives
of the people! If the govern-
ments respected the will of
their people who are asking
for freedom and a better
life, then they would be us-
ing their soldiers to build, to
help and to educate people
instead of sending them to
kill the unarmed citizens!

Mitra Navabi

God And Man

God created

Man destroyed

God created

Man destroyed

God didn’t know any better

So, he created

Man knew better

So, he destroyed the creation of God

God created the world and all man in his own image
Man finding the image defective

Destroyed the image of God.

It is time we buried our half-witted gods

And made place for the Devine spirit

It is time for our prophets to seek redemption

For the crimes done in their names against humanity
It is time for the messenger to once again bring
tidings

That thou shalt worship me in all my diversity, and
by all names

Save Mammon and Plautus!

God still creates

Shall we continue to destroy?
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The Prince
The Saver

By: Morteza Parizi

The fierce roar of young Ira-
nians in the streets seems to
have subsided and the occupi-
ers of Iran are breathing a sigh
of relief. But Iran’s cemeteries
continue to witness daily gath-
erings in the

various corners of this ravaged
country as people commemo-
rate the 40th day of the death
of protesters, the martyrs
of this new revolution. The
seemingly calm country is
pregnant with more important
events that we will witness in
the not-too-distant future. The
thieves and plunderers of the
lives, wealth and honor of Ira-
nians will be defeated regard-
less of support by a domineer-
ing American government.
Nevertheless, those who love
Iran, shed tears from one eye
and blood from the other.

Some considered the late
king despotic, but in the eyes
of others, he had a generous
and forgiving heart. When
we examine the Shah’s reign,
we note the strong army, the
prisons and the strict judges
who sentenced thousands of
people to death; however, the
number of executions in the
E 37 years of the Shah’s reign
8 do not compare to those of
E the Islamic Republic in just
© one year. The few executed
t> under the Shah were religious
§ fanatics, Hojjat al Islams and
— radical mullahs, the likes of
(98] .
— whom Iranians presently want
¢e executed. Unlike now, none
[¢) .
o were children.

When we study the files of the

Shah’s biggest political oppo-
nents, we see that even those
who tried to kill the Shah were
pardoned by him. Recently, a
video surfaced on the internet,
which touched on the Shah’s
kindness towards the son of
Hossein Fatemi, one of the
Shah’s opponents. At the time,
Fatemi had entrusted the
guardianship of his son Cyrus
to Dr. Mossadegh. When
Mossadegh was in prison,
the Shah ensured that Cyrus
Fatemi received a good edu-
cation, even paying for him
to study in Europe. The Shah
never agreed with the execu-
tion of Hossein Fatemi. It was
a military court that issued
Fatemi’s verdict.

The Shah’s sense of forgive-
ness and kindness towards
his enemies was also evident
in his treatment of Colonel
Mumtaz, a sworn enemy of
the Shah, close to Mossade-
gh and Parviz Nikkha. As we
previously discussed in Aza-
di magazine, when Colonel
Mumtaz went to Europe for
medical treatment, the Shah
not only paid for his flight,
but for all his hospital expens-
es. Rather than execute his
enemies, the Shah appointed
them to positions and saved
their lives. The Shah had said
many times in his speeches
that if some people attempted
to kill him, he would forgive
them, but if they betrayed the
motherland, he would never
forgive them.

Those who lost their fathers
or brothers during the Pahla-
vi regime due to the crime of
treason are responsible for
sending the country to the
most backward period of its
history and keeping it there.
They call Prince Reza, the
son of the Shah, a dictator and

refuse to give him the power
to gain international support
for the uprising of the Irani-
an people. They do so even
though Prince Reza has said
that he does not intend to rule
and only wants the people to
regain their freedom and for
the country to be liberated.
Those who call Prince Reza
a dictator do not understand
politics and are thus support-
ing the Islamic Republic. If
someone has the power and
credibility to enter internation-
al forums and make the voice
of the Iranian people heard,
he or she should be respect-
ed and supported. The prince
does not seek the people’s rep-
resentation to rule, he and his
companion seek the people’s
representation to transition
from the Islamic Republic to
a liberated Iran. This political

stubbornness, which has not
subsidedinthelast44 years, but
continues with more malice,
reveals the ignorance of left-
wing politicians and political
egoists. Such politicians be-
lieve they understand more
than anyone else. If the strug-
gle is not under their name or
that of their political group, it
is better that the Islamic Re-
public remains in power. Un-
fortunately, this attitude has
only hurt Iran in the last 44
years.

The only benefit that the Irani-
an nation has gained from the
Islamic Revolution has been
the recognition of hypocritical
religious people, phony politi-
cians, and opportunists.

The party that considered it-
self politically savy during the
previous regime did not pre-
dict the future of the country.
It presented the country to the
mullahs and allowed them to
occupy it. These days we read

on the internet that: “The king
stepped down from power so
as not to kill his own people
and the mullah kills his own
people to remain in power.”
This kindness of the king, who
left Iran so that no one would
be killed, is interpreted by the
same traitorous politicians
as the king’s escape from the

country.

Interestingly, images of the
prince are seen and slogans
in support of him are heard in
the 40th day ceremonies com-
memorating the martyrs in
cemeteries in Iran. Whether
you like it or not, the majority
of Iranian people are looking
to the guidance and leadership
of Prince Reza. And with the
support of the people and the
efforts of his companions,
Prince Reza will pave the way
for the people to get rid of the
republic of corruption, igno-
rance and blood. As I write
these lines, the prince is plan-
ning to participate in major in-
ternational forums, and as you
read these lines, you will find
out what positive things he has
done to terminate this occupi-
er republic.

In this issue, which is the first
issue of the 14th year of publi-
cation of the Azadi magazine,
I had planned to write about
our financial problems. How-
ever, given the events and the
serious problems in our coun-
try, I believed discussing other
difficulties would be inappro-
priate and self-centered. For-
tunately, our well-educated
readers are aware of the finan-
cial situation of the magazine
and have supported each issue
with generous contributions
for which we are most grateful.
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Right at this moment, a baby,
a child, a teenager, a young
man, a young woman or an
elderly is dying or stops liv-
ing naturally or due to var-
ious causes like; accidents,
sicknesses or in hundreds of
inconceivable ways. This is
the natural law of our exist-
ence. Whoever is born will
eventually die; whatever is
created will stop existing
one day.

Some spiritual groups who
believe in reincarnation, also
believe that before coming
back to this world, we sign a
kind of contract, by accept-
ing the length of our time on
earth. Furthermore, they tell
us that we have the opportu-
nity to work with the issues
and challenges of our past
lives to find better solutions
during our sojourn on this
earth.

It is true and we are all aware
that death is present by our
side and follows us from the
moment that we are created
as a fetus in our mother’s
womb. Anyone who has
witnessed a childbirth can
affirm that at the exact mo-
ment of birth, the baby an-
nounces his/her presence by
a loud “baby cry” to say to
the parents: “I am here, but
I am already grieving over
my future death.” While the
parents ignore the role that
they have played in bringing

Facing an unexpected cruel death is the worst experience that a human
being can bear as a survivor, especially therecent deaths of young children
and youth in our country, who went to school and never returned home.

the baby to this world, at the
same time they have accept-
ed his future death.

They welcome their baby
with laughter and open arms
while a tear of joy appears
in their eyes, a tear that af-
firms the baby’s statement,
yet unconsciously reassur-
ing themselves: “Yes, my
sweet baby, we are aware
that death exists, but not for
you, because we are here to
love, teach and protect you
all the time. The power of
our unconditional love and
commitment will chase your
death far away, for a long
time so that you can see the
beauties and miracles of this
world. Of course, death will
appear much later, after we
have left this earth and God
willing, you will grow to be
120 years old!”

No parent, and no mother
gives birth to a baby hop-
ing that one day, the new
born will grow to become a
soldier and die in the battle-
field or become an opponent
of the ruling regime and be
killed because of her/his so-
cial and political beliefs, or
due to its opinions and the
search for freedom! I don’t
think that Mahsa Amini’s
parents could ever, even
in their worst nightmares
dream of the dark fate that
was waiting their beautiful

daughter during a fun trip
with his loving brother. No

one could ever imagine the
fate of all the many other
recent victims of 10 to 18
years of age!

Facing an unexpected cruel
death is the worst experi-
ence that a human being can
bear as a survivor, especially
the recent deaths of young
children and youth in our
country, who went to school
and never returned home. It
is horrible for the surviving
parents to learn that their
loving children have been
killed by a stray or aimed
bullet, or they have been
hung in the prison or placed
against a wall and execut-
ed by a firing squad, at the
hands of soldiers who were
supposed to protect them, in-
stead of aiming their young
hearts! Lately, the prison
walls stand witness to the
massacre of many young
people, who were the hope
and the future treasure of
our country. The walls are as
silent as the dead victims but
the bullet holes on its bricks
and the wet blood spots of
the victims share a different
sad story!

Every day, we hear of so
many tragedies, killings and
human losses in every cor-
ner of this vast world. The
grieving mothers, fathers,
siblings, wives, husbands,
children and friends are in-
creasing in members and

expanding their circle every
second.

Normally, everyone hopes
for a good long life for their
children. My mother who
had lost her daughter at a
young age of sixteen, always
prayed and said that; “Lucky
parents are the ones who are
buried by the hands of their
children. May God hear my
prayers every day!”

Unfortunately, not all the
parents have been lucky es-
pecially, now days!

We have lost two of our
precious children in differ-
ent accidents. Our daughter
Liana, was killed because a
young man decided to drive
while was intoxicated. On
that evening, around nine
o’clock, all the eight lanes
of the Olympic Boulevard
in Los Angeles, were almost
empty of traffic. We each
had four large lanes to drive
on. Yet an accident happened
and we were all injured. But
our daughter Liana, was the
only one who left us. She
suddenly left this world.

I tried to find meanings and
“clues” for the accident and
the death of Liana. God
gave me strength and some
knowledge in order to con-
tinue functioning and carry-
ing on living and with my
duties. One and half years
ago, our very talented son

-
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