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explain failure or misdeeds,
threats and risks while main-
taining one’s positive self-im-
age and retain self-esteem.
[12] When these process-
es are mixed with fallacies
and are triggered and mobi-
lized to stigmatize and target
groups of people and subcul-
tures based on their ethnicity,
locality, group membership,
etc. deep hostility and di-
vergence is programmed to
happen regardless of negative
consequences like unneces-
sary conflicts, deviation and
separation only to satisfy ego-
centrism and ethnocentrism.
In social psychology the
“outgroup homogeneity ef-
fect” provides further expla-
nation. In the language of so-
cial psychology, an "ingroup"
is a group to which someone
belongs and an "outgroup" is
a group to which the person
does not belong. Consider-
able body of research con-
firms the general tendency
to perceive the outgroup as
homogeneous (as compared
with the ingroup), and the
consequences of this percep-
tion in terms of increased
stereotyping and prejudice
towards outgroup members.
When it comes to attitudes,
values, cultural identity and
other characteristics, people
tend to see outgroup members
as more alike than ingroup
members. Because a het-
erogeneous ingroup identity
challenges the very essence
of the ingroup and members’
motive for a positive and dis-
tinct identity, ingroup hetero-
N> oeneity vs. outgroup homo-
S geneity bias usually leads to
= ingroup members’ increasing
- intergroup differentiation to
cr?:; reaffirm the threatened in-
— group distinctiveness(Tajfel

and Tumer, 1979; Jetten,

Spears and Postmes, 2004).

>
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That means the differences
between ingroup and out-
group become exaggerated-
ly overrated which leads to
adoption of hostile attitudes
towards outgroup —in order
to reduce anxiety, maintain a
positive self-image, positive
virtue and righteousness of
our own “ingroup” to which
we belong. As a result, out-
group members are at risk of
being seen as identical and
they are more likely to be ste-
reotyped(Linville, 1998); For
example: immigrants from
Middle East are Arabs and
Moslems, criminals, aggres-
sive, misogynistic; Jews are
greedy, mammonish and ar-
rogant. etc...). Scapegoating
1S a vicious circle; once start-
ed, it barely stops and shifts
direction and targets other
group(s). This is a real dan-
gerous Terrain that deserves
consideration and carefulness
when we think and infer. We
also need to be very care-
ful not to be influenced and
infected by resentment and
misjudgements that is sug-
gested to us by the environ-
ment around us.
skskokok

These pathological para-
digms are unfortunately in
progress currently when an-
alysing and addressing the
uprising in Iran. The chal-
lenge between the right wing
with megalomaniac mental-
ity, psychopathic racist and
post—colonialist worldview
and the left spectrum with
self-deception, canting inter-
pretations and blind resent-
ment all result in sacrificing
Iranian people and their ef-
forts to achieve freedom and
emancipation from barbaric
Islamist regime. This is more
than disgraceful. It is also in
the best interest of the west
and the entire world to reject

the Islamic tyranny by stop-
ping their appeasement-poli-
tic and shifting the old fash-
ion paradigms. Regrettably
the blood of Iranians who
fight this inhuman dictator-
ship is confiscated for pow-
er balancing and rivalries;
the Mosque of “Islam Cen-
ter-Hamburg(IZH)financed
by Khomeinist regime is still
not shot down and operates
unobstructed in Germany and
the Al-Quds-Day rallies are
not forbidden, where the poi-
sonous Anti-Semitic indoc-
trination and hatred against
Israel and democracy is ad-
vertised, promoted and prac-
ticed systematically hand in
hand with the European left
wing activists and each critic
about Islam is labeled Islam-
ophobia. The current Iranian
uprising is also a clear evi-
dence and proof that there is
a difference between Iranian
identity and the diabolic Isla-
mism of the Mullah Regime
and their Islamic identity; it
advocates that this world can
be a better place without aya-
tollahs and their international
financed terrorism, assassi-
nation of dissidents across
the world(Mr. Salman Rushi
among them), their threats
to Israel’s existence and am-
bitions of achieving nuclear
mass destruction weaponry
as well as their contribution
to Russian war against the
Ukraine by providing kill-
er-drones and ammunition
to the aggressor Russia. A
prosperous and free Iran also
offers the world more inter-
national security, economi-
cal and trade opportunities
as well as better chances for
intercultural interactions and
learning from rich Persian
culture and the humanitarian
values that the real Iranian
culture has to offers. That will

help them better to heal their
identity-crisis.
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the other hand a group of
such can be a subordinate(i.e.
secondary or a subculture) as
far as it is a part of an over-
whelming and fundamental
superordinate(i.e.  primary)
culture that pulses same or
similar values and norms de-
spite slight deviations. The
perception and translation of
these terms (due to historical
and cultural differences) in
western countries is different
from our understanding and
our self-concept(as Iranians).
To them ethnicity is coercive-
ly restricted to one specific
group only based on accent,
colour of skin, physiognomic
features, religion, traditions
and rituals so there is a differ-
ence between that group and
others, thus they can not be-
long to another superordinate
sphere; therefore it is legiti-
mate to disconnect one group
from the whole and impose
them an artificial identity!
What they refuse to under-
stand is that due to Iran’s
integrative and coherent his-
tory all the “Groups” and
“subcultures” are essentially
represented and included; all
of them have played a com-
plementary role in actualiz-
ing and fulfilling a superor-
dinate and collective cultural
identity. As well there is no
such thing called “minority”
because every individual or
group can be in a “minori-
ty position” depending on
circumstances, so every one
has permanently some dif-
ferences with others although
they reciprocally belong to
a superordinate group. Let
me reflect this fact with an
example: imagine you are
going home and get on a bus
or subway. Your wear a green
shirt and blue jeans. A group
of football fans is going home
and celebrating in the same

bus or train wearing their fa-
vourite club tricots in red and
wearing black jeans. At this
situation there are several dif-
ferences between you and this
group. That means “YOU”
are a “MINORITY” due to
circumstances. However you
are still a citizen and share the
same cultural and national
identity with them and have
equal rights despite your
slight different affiliation!
This is also the case with the
murder of Mahsa Jina Amini
who may belong to a specific
ethnic- & gender cluster but
to a superordinate group with
mutual cultural and national
identity, and the big fami-
ly named Iran takes a stand
against her brutal and cruel
murder by the mullah regime.
Thus she was not a minority
person to be murdered by the
regime but an equal Iranian
citizen and a daughter of the
Great Iran. If I were asked to
share my feelings about her
I would say like many oth-
er Iranians would: “I didnt
know her in person and we
never met each other. Howev-
er I miss her very much. This
is exactly the same feeling we
have for so many other Irani-
ans who have been murdered
by the Islamic regime during
last 43 years. We do care
about them, not because they
belong to some hypothetical-
by “minority groups” but be-
cause they were our citizens,
compatriots and children of
our mutual mother Iran.”
ko

Fallacy of minority: Why
is the term “minority” used
and overrated in the everyday
life? Why is it a tool to make
groups of certain people or
groups negatively salient in
the society? The answer is
not easy and requires several
explanations. One answer is

the wrong understanding and
wrong consumption of this
term and its meaning. One
of the wrong misconceptions
is (likewise the definition of
cultural identity mentioned
above): Belongingness to a
minority is not Fixed. Re-
member if you look around
yourself carefully you real-
ize there are many groups
and individuals who are in a
“minority position” for most
trivial things like 20-30% of
the population belongs to the
group with obesity, 45-48%
of population prefers orange
juice over apple juice and so
on. So basically all of people
in those groups are somehow
minority, but all of them have
similarities and share a lot of
other attributes and charac-
teristic of a superordinate(i.e.
primary) group with mutual
cultural identity and so they
do share a lot of similar val-
ues and are attached to one
history which includes them
altogether even though they
might additionally belong to
some subordinate(i.e. sec-
ondary) groups like tribe or
ethnic or religious groups
which is only a fraction of
their identity.

Another answer is the fact
that we percept things that
we don’t know enough or
understand full in details as
a “threat” because it chal-
lenges our self-esteem and
put our positive self-image
at risk! That causes Anxi-
ety. This condition is partly
in our nature and is partly
acquired as we grow up and
socialise, learn rules and reg-
ulations, norms and social
contracts around us. If you
do not know how to act when
attending a birthday celebra-
tion, you feel anxious and
insecure to be there because
you feel you might act or say

something which might not
fit the atmosphere and cause
you or others embarrassment.
If the pressure of anxiety is
too high and you are afraid
of losing control and with it
your self-esteem, you prefer
to avoid the party to keep this
potential threat out of your
awareness in order to reduce
and compensate the negative
feeling of anxiety. Conse-
quently avoiding the source
of a threat also helps to pro-
tect your positive self-image
and feeling of having control.
This is a defence mechanism
which happens mainly auto-
matically.[10] In Psychology
this process is known as or-
ganismic valuing process.[11]
In a more sophisticated, mul-
tifaceted group like a country
with a diverse and complex
society where various polit-
ical and ideological issues
compete and clash, the feel-
ing of threat and anxiety are
much more intense, although
they are not necessarily logi-
cal or justified. That is when
the idea of assigning threats
to minorities start to gain
weight and importance, be-
cause we have learned to at-
tribute problems to minorities
and they(minorities) serve
as a source of “threat” and
“insecurity” who deserve to
be blamed for all troubles
and failures we experience.
because it is easer to reach
an allegedly quick solu-
tion using mental shortcuts!
This process is well known
in social psychology enti-
tled “Scapegoat-Theory”.
Scapegoat theory refers to the
tendency to blame someone
else for one’s own problems,
a process that often results in
feelings of prejudice toward
the person or group that one
is blaming. Scapegoating
serves as an opportunity to

()

Azadi No 2 Vol 14 page



man beings across the world.
The sophisticated Persian
history distinguishes herself
from western and other Is-
lamic Middle East countries.
Once an empire, creating
culture, art, literature & po-
etry, philosophy, architec-
ture, mathematics, chemistry,
astronomy, medicine, civil
rules, jurisdiction system,
professional military and
statesmanship,  tax-system
and all in all “civilization”, it
developed itself to a superor-
dinate entity for diverse eth-
nic groups and religions who
share the Iranian culture and
identity that is the fundament
of an interrelated and cohe-
sive nation. Our traditions are
not based on metaphysical su-
perstitions and religious gos-
sip but on philosophy and na-
ture studies(like “Noerooz”
the Persian term for “Iranian
New Year” which means
“New Day” and begins on
the spring equinox that falls
on or around the date of 21
March on the Georgian calen-
dar. Nowrooz's timing in Iran
is based on solar algorithmic
calendar which is based on
precise astronomical obser-
vations and moreover use of
sophisticated  intercalation
system, which makes it more
accurate than its European
counterpart, the Georgian
calendar). Therefore “Inter-
national Nowrooz Day” was
E proclaimed by the United Na-
?ﬂ—_ tions General Assembly, in its
=z resolution A/RES/64/253, at
© the initiative of several coun-
s tries that share this Persian
= holiday entitled "Internation-
=al Day of Noerooz”[7] Iran’s
S rich cultural identity is also
reflected in numerous Iranian
artifacts, poems and literature
since the ancient era. The epi-
cal Shahnameh “The Book of
Kings” by A.Ferdowsi (A.D.

{ 93

935-1010) presents another
example among many. Thus
Iran offers a diverse and rich
“cultural mosaic” which is
the fruit of a long term natu-
ral growth during the course
of history for 7000 years.
Countries like Australia, New
Zealand and Canada practice
the integration of immigrants
based on the same concept
of cultural mosaic. To them
—unlike culturally primitive
countries like Germany— be-
ing different is not a threat
but a chance to enrich the
society! Persian culture is
the fundament of this con-
cept based on the first human
rights convention that was
invented by the Persian King
Cyrus the Great of Achae-
menid Empire known today
as the “Cyrus Cylinder’[8];
This ancient record has been
recognized as the world’s first
charter of human rights. It is
translated into all six official
languages of the United Na-
tions and its provisions par-
allel the first four Articles of
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Mullahs and
Islamists hate all of them ut-
terly. I don’t deny that during
the course of history the giant
empire lost land and influ-
ence and Iran has changed,
however the power of Persian
civilization and the strong
cultural heritage it has pro-
duced is still upright in Iran
and so many places which
used to be a part of the elder-
ly Persian empire(i.e. today’s
countries like Uzbekistan,
Albania, Tajikistan, , Afghan-
istan, Azerbaijan, partly of In-
dia ... formed by the Persian
culture or coincided with it).
The Iranian history and our
collective memory remember
numerous cases of destruc-
tion and hostility as well.
After Islamic invasion many

monuments, artifacts and
evidences in occupied lands
were plundered or destroyed
as Islam hates any civilization
and believes every culture
without Islamic lore contra-
dict with it and is qualified to
be targeted and destroyed in-
stantaneously(we witness fur-
ther examples of this destruc-
tive mentality in 21th century
by Taliban(2001 blasting the
Buddah Sculpture (Bamian
province — Afghanistan) and
systematic destruction of Ha-
tra(Iraq) and Palmira(Syria)
2015 by Islamic State(also
called DAESH). Neverthe-
less as Amir Taheri men-
tions:“...although our interi-
or and exterior enemies don t
like a prosperous and free
Iran.... Iran has been suc-
cessful to sustain its cultural
identity including humani-
tarian principles and moral
values; even if it sometimes
looks like they have been fully
vanished. This is the exciting
thing about the Iranian cul-
ture; it never vanishes entire-
ly but based on circumstanc-
es for some time is pushed to
the background. It never dies
and erupts again with more
energy and produces civi-
lization...”. 1 believe if the
Islamic regime and the ide-
ology of Khomeinism fall, it
will effectively impact many
other countries in the region.
Obviously the west is not
ready for multiple fundamen-
tal changes in the region. That
explains in part the hideous
appeasement politic of EU
and West toward the Mullahs
and Islamic countries and
why they insist on labeling
Iranians Moslem!

What they refuse to acknowl-
edge is the fact that the ma-
jority of Iranians are forced
to escape the oppression of
Islamism. As well they refuse

to disclose the Brain-Drain-
Process and accumulation of
many academics and intelli-
gent Iranians in Diaspora who
contribute most positively to
their host countries, embracing
the secularism, democracy and
liberal lifestyle and quick inte-
gration in to the social norms.
A project entitled "Muslim life
in Germany 2020" offers up-
to-date knowledge about the
Muslim population living in
Germany from predominantly
Muslim countries of origin and
their attitude toward the Ger-
man society who were inter-
viewed for this study between
July 2019 and March 2020 as
part of a representative nation-
wide survey. Iranians are rep-
resented as one of the excep-
tional immigrant groups with
high academic rate and secular
attitudes; high percentage of
Iranians consider themselves
either Non-Moslems or be-
longing to any other religion.
[9] It leads me to address a
forth mistake which is wor-
thy of criticism: The fallacy
of “ethnic minorities” and
provocation of separatist phan-
tasm in Iran by associating the
murder of Mahsa Jina Amini
to her allegedly Kurdish eth-
nic origin. In west, many tend
to dramatize ethnic groups
and reduce the Iranian nation
into mixture of some ethnics
or even ‘“national minorities”
which is absolutely ludicrous.
The term ethnic is derived
from the Greek word “ethnos”
(more precisely, from the ad-
jective “ethnikos” which was
loaned into Latin as ethnicus).
Anytime a group of people
unites toward a common ob-
jective and shares specific val-
ues and worldview, a culture
begins to form. No matter how
large or small the group, there
are beliefs, norms, values, and
behaviours that emerge&p



countries who attribute their
countries to “Fatherland”, the
Iranians associate their coun-
try to the “female gender” as
a source of life and use the
term “motherland Iran”. The
highly respectful value as-
signed to the female gender
in Persian culture is one of the
most important ethical and
decent civilizing concepts
which grew in glorious”Per-
sian Empire of Achaemenian
550 B.C.” with multiple il-
lustrious queens and military
commanders of the Iranian
armies of the time. Women
have always been prized and
respected for sake of being a
woman and an equal and pro
active member of the soci-
ety. Accordingly the current
uprising in Iran(2022/23) is
not a feminist revolt in re-
jection of the Islamic hidjab
but a collective defiance and
an outcry of a nation that is
fed up with the Islamic the-
ocracy and despotism of the
mediaeval Sharia-Laws and
the regressive Islamic regime
that despises human life and
strives to stay in power at all
costs. In fact Iranian women
find remarkable support by
their fathers, brothers, hus-
bands and sons that should
be added to the number of
Iranians being incarcerat-
ed, tortured and murdered
by Ayatollahs, but it is nev-
er mentioned or recognized
properly in western news. As
well, the term “feminism” is a
fallacy and indicates a patho-
logical thinking. Claiming
equal rights for women and
opposing traditional old fash-
ion “Patriarchalism”

is something very different
than “feminism” that advo-
cates  “Matriarchalism”!
Both (i.e. patriarchalism and
matriarchalism) are patho-
logical, sick and fanatic worl-

dviews with a tendency to
derogate and oppress the op-
posite gender and both lead to
something [ name “Gender—
Fascism”.

Both fail to realize that a nor-
mal, healthy and progressive
society needs to consid-
er equal rights for all of its
members and provide every-
one equal chances so that the
best qualified ones would be
formed and lead the society
in to a better future. With-
out doubt replacing a wrong
concept with another like-
wise wrong concept doesn’t
deserve to be considered a
progress nor a smart idea.
For one thing this uprising
is not a “feminist riot” but
an “Iranian patriotic resur-
rection and nationalistic re-
naissance against the insane
Islamism”. For the other
thing the slogan “Woman,
Life Freedom” is the first
element of the slogan chanted
and adopted since the begin-
ning of the protests(2022)
in Iran; the second and in-
tegrative component of the
slogan “Man, Homeland,
Improvement” is simply
censored and is denied le-
gitimacy and recognition.
It is important to mention
that this denial is very typ-
ical by the left spectrum
who suffers habitually from
intellectual  deficits: each
patriotic gesture is rejected
with vigorous resentment
because it reflects “fascism
and chauvinism” to them!
This is a “semantic fallacy”
and also self-deception!
Meanwhile this attitude is in-
fecting Iranian exile

media and also partly the op-
positional-activists as well.
What they don’t want to ac-
cept is that Iran is not Italy,
Spain or Germany. Only be-
cause nationalism in western

countries has led to rise of
extremist, fascistic and racist
movements and autocracies,
it doesn’t necessarily apply to
Iran as well! Therefore many
believe no one is allowed to
posses a cultural identity and
national sense of pride, only
because their own fathers
and grandfathers commit-
ted genocide and turned na-
tionalism in to chauvinism,
nazism and fascism! They
prefer to deny, project, dis-
place and rationalize their
shameful failures. However,
Iran is nothing like that. Iran
—unlike the above mentioned
countries— maintains a co-
lossal cultural, a rich history
and a mature identity. Unlike
the European nationalism,
the Iranian nationalism is not
based on pervert European
racial pseudo-sciences, fake
history or impertinent ethnic
definitions. The Persian iden-
tity is humanistic and deeply
rooted in ethics.

The third Mistake is refus-
ing to acknowledge the dif-
ference between “Iran and
the Islamist Mullah Regime”’!
Once Amir Taheri(the promi-
nent Iranian senior journalist,
political analyst and chair-
man of the think—tank Gate-
stone—Institute)  mentioned
his memory of discussions
with the European orientalists
and allegedly Iran—experts of
some European think—tanks
during early 70s like the Brit-
ish Ann Lambton who insist-
ed on “the Islamic identity of
Iran...otherwise Iran will be-
come a communist state...”
and therefore favored ayatol-
lah Khomeini and Islamism;
It is still fashionable in west-
ern academic and political cir-
cles to project their paranoia
and identity-crisis similarly
and stigmatize Iran with “Ar-

abic and Islamic identity” like
itis very elegant nowadays to
be vegetarian or vegan and
be follower of the mentally
handicapped and delusion-
al Greta Thunberg! Also the
right wing needs an Islam-
ic Iran for subjugation and
justification of their racism,
megalomania, identity-crisis,
Nazism or colonialist histo-
ry. This absurd attitude, lack
of knowledge, resentment,
arrogance and misinterpreta-
tion along with a big portion
of envy and identity—crisis is
a lethal mixture being prac-
ticed today against Iran —also
in an attempt to provoke sep-
aratist movements. In fact the
Islamists and the westerners
attitude of imposing Iranians
an “Islamic and Arab identi-
ty” proves obviously in the
first place their mutual iden-
tity-diarthea and a hopeless
trial to escape the “existential
anxiety” and dread caused by
it(Paul Tillich,1952). In social
psychology it is well known
that this projective behavior
is a mental defense mech-
anism to conceal and lami-
nate the low self-esteem and
emptiness caused by iden-
tity-crisis. A recent survey
confirms “'68% of the Iranian
population believes that reli-
gious prescriptions should be
excluded from state legisla-
tion, even if believers hold a
parliamentary majority. Only
32% of the population iden-
tifies as Shi’ite Muslim, 43% ™
agrees with a blanket prohi- go

bition for all religions against =

proselytizing and 56% do=
not want their children to re-'9
ceive religious education at ey
school.”’[6] Unlike Islam’s.Q
tradition of celebrating ViO—-_a
lence, death and martyr-cult, §
the Iranian culture celebrates <
life, happiness and peaceful
coexistence with other hu-
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By: Michael Mobasheri (M.Sc. Psychology) — Germany

Cultural Identity: Resentment,

Identity is a part of a person's
self-awareness (who you are,
what you are) or the self-con-
ception and self-perception
by means of which individu-
als define themselves. Henri
Tajfel's greatest contribution
to psychology was “So-
cial-Identity Theory”. Social
identity is a person’s sense
of who he/she is based on
their group membership(s).
Tajfel(1979) proposed that
the groups (e.g. social class,
family, religion, etc.) which
people belonged to, were an
important source of pride and
self-esteem. Groups give us
a sense of social identity: a
sense of belonging to the so-
cial world.[1]

Cultural Identity is a part of
identity related to nationality,
ethnicity, gender, religion,
social class, generation, lo-
cality or any kind of social
and/or political group that has
its own distinct culture and
values; thus national identity
is a part of cultural identity.
That means it is how a nation
perceives herself to define
their way of life, worldview
and strive for unity. In this
way, national identity is both
characteristic of the individ-
ual but also of the culturally
identical group of members
sharing the same identity,
beliefs, practices and values
framed by it. Cultural identi-
ty is a fluid process that may
change by different social,
cultural, and historical expe-
riences.[2]. There are several
wrong interpretations of this

phenomenon(cultural  iden-
tity): one of misconceptions
about the cultural identity
is that many think the cul-
tural identity is fixed, which
is absolutely wrong[3]; It is
dynamic and changes and
develops according to our
experiences and affiliations
as they evolve. The most
dangerous interpretation and
(mis-)understanding is that
our own cultural identity is
mainstream and therefore
qualifies to dominate and dic-
tate others out of that circle
how to think, understand and
interpret the world and how
to live their lives, i.e. many of
us believe we interpret situa-
tions the same way others do.
When this is the case, our de-
sire to understand the world
can result in the creation of
mental shortcuts and forma-
tion of “illusionary mental
constructs” that influence
how we perceive others and
interact with someone with a
different cultural identity(The
psychology of personal con-
structs, George Kelly,1955).
The danger of these shortcuts
is that they can lead to gen-
eralizing and stereotyping.
When this occurs, we polarise
our perception -particularly
social perceptions-, see things
only in Black&White pattern
and divide people into differ-
ent groups “We vs. Them”
and consequently prejudge
people as “friend or oppo-
nent”, “good or bad”, “legal
vs. illegal” etc.[4] It is also
possible to put it other words:

If we realize that others have
different values and interpret
things differently than we
do, we feel an approval to
react to it by rejecting them
and their perspectives. This
reaction is partly acquired
and reinforced by the society
around us. This is how a con-
flict emerges. This behaviour
is especially in progress in
western media & societies
when reporting and analysing
the current uprising in Iran
—especially dividing Iranian
people into different groups!
skskesk

Watching news about Iran
and the uprising of the cou-
rageous Iranian people these
days (especially the so called
7Z—Generation against the
theocratic fascism in Iran)
also reveals at least partly the
identity-complex of the west-
ern world, their clichés and
stereotypes about Iran. The
coverage of the news in west-
ern media is reduced to spe-
cific keywords which targets
the true nature of the events
in Iran. Keywords like “the
death of a Kurdish girl Mah-
sa Amini”, “ethnic groups in
Iran”, “minorities in Iran”,
“brave Iranian women fight-
ing the regime”” among them.
This systematic distortion
which is partly deliberately
conducted seeks to censor
many facts about the Iranians
rejecting the vicious “Islamic
Sate of Ayatollahs” in Iran,
which was installed partly by
western governments who
contributed to it during 60s

and 70s like Jimmy Carter
the former US President that
saw a holly and progressive
figure like Mahatma Gandhi
in Ayatollah Khomeini.
There are several mistakes
and misjudgments that de-
serve to be in the pillory!
First mistake is the fact that
“Mahsa Jina Amini” is being
declared “Dead in Custody
of the Iranian Police”! Let
me emphasize that she was
“murdered” and that was —
like so many other cases in
Iran— a “first-degree murder”
by “The Sharia-Moral Mili-
tia”; 2014 the same kind of
Islamist villains mainly Ara-
bic origin, titled themselves
“Sharia-Police” and patrolled
in German cities like Wup-
pertal(a city in Nord-Rhe-
in-Westphalia province, Ger-
many), harassing and forcing
people to consider the Islam-
ic sharia—codex in their lives.
[5] So these people are not
normal individuals but very
dangerous “indoctrinated ex-
tremists” and “Islamofascist
henchmen”.
Second misjudgment is the
reduction of the collective
uprising in Iran in to a “fem-
inist riot”; this is insolent
eyewash! It is absolutely true
that women are devaluated
and subjugated as second
class individuals in Islam.
However the Iranian culture
and identity is exactly the op-
posite of Islamism and views
the women with high respect.
There is no wonder that un-
like vast majority of other
o—ee



Review Iranian History

Coumgeous Tranian Women wurw

When the Sassanian Em-
pire fell in 651 CE, wom-
en's status fell with it and
they were considered sec-
ond-class citizens. Women
could no longer travel with-
out a male consort and per-
mission, could not own or
conduct their own business,
and were no longer free to
choose their own mate. Per-
sian women did not simply
accept this attack on their
rights, however, and joined
their men in resisting the
oppression of the occupy-
ing forces.

The best-known figure
along these lines is Banu,
wife of Babak Khorram-
din (d. 838 CE), who led
a resistance cell with him
until they were betrayed,
captured, and executed
under the Abbasid Caliph-
ate. The legacy of strong
Persian women continued
after Banu, however, and
remains a source of pride in
the present day. There are a
number of Iranian festivals
throughout the year honor-
ing the earth, the elements,
and women, and on the fes-
tival of Esfandgaan — where
gratitude toward women is
especially emphasized — the
stories of the great women
of the past continue to be
told, not only in their hon-
or but also to encourage the
same level of respect for
women in the present as the
great Persian empires ac-

corded them in the past.

Iranian Women af-

ter Islam:

After Islam, the same situ-
ation that women found at
the time of the fall of the
Sassanids continued, and
Iranian women were known
as second-class citizens.
This situation continued un-
til the end of the Qajar era.
During the Pahlavi era, with
the law of uncovering the
hijab, women gained the
freedoms which had men-
tioned during the constitu-
tional revolution, and they
could partcipate in social
activities, hired by the pri-
vate and governmental sec-
tion to work.

In the Time of Mohammad
Reza Shah-Aryamehr- fi-
nally Iranian women obtain
the right s equal to Iranian
men. They could vote and
elect as well be elected.
They were also employed
in the three forces of the
Iranian Imperial military
forces then,as cadets and
became officers to serve
their country.

Here is short list of Irani-
an women who had social
activities in the time of the
late Shah and after Islamic
revolution in abroad:

Women Celebrities
Shohreh  Aghdashloo -
Christiane Amanpour
(CNN) - Anousheh Ansari
- Mary Apick - Rudi Bakh-
tiar - Minu Barati - Cath-
erine Bell’s - Nadia Bjorlin
Nilofar Beyzaei - Bita

Daryabari - Patrice Farameh
- Googoosh( Singer) - Niki
Karimi - Jaleh Kazemi -
Jasmin Moghbeli - Dineh
Mohajer (Founder of Hard
Candy) - Parisa Montazaran
- Leila Pari - CCTV Amer-
ica - Asich Namdar - Shiva
Rose - Atoosa Rubenstein
(Editor in Chief of Cosmo-
girl) -Shirin Neshat( Artist
and film-maker)- Shiva Sa-
fai - Marjan Shaki - Sher-
mine Shahrivar - Jasmin
Tabatabai - Hedieh Tehrani
-Taraneh Alidoosti-
Nazanin Bonyadi- Masi
Alinezhad... and many
more.

Iranian Women

scientist:

Many Iranian women in
the time of Aryamehr,
known as scientist were
serving country.. After
the Islamic revolution,
the mullahs were not in-
terested in women study-
ing, especially at univer-
sity levels.

Despite the mullahs’
wishes, after the revolu-
tion, the number of fe-
male students in universi-
ties exceeded that of male
students.

Iranian women in

present time:

After the Islamic revolu-
tion, Iranian women lost
many of the rights they
had previously gained.
In addition, the Islamic

Women Demonstration in
March 1979

regime used the hijab as
an obstacle in the social
activities of women.

The first women’s protest
against the mandatory hi-
jab took place on March

8, 1979 which faced the
repression of the regime.
During the last 4 decades,
women have alternately
protested the mandato-
ry hijab. The last time
this protest took place in
the middle of September
2022, after Mahsa Amini
was killed in the custody
of moral police, which
led to a new revolution in
Iran. ‘g
This revolution, which 2
was started by the women £*
of Iran, today includes the —
entire nation of Iran, and S
Iranian men and women o
inside and outside Iran %
are working side by side 3
to overthrow the Islamic <

regime. @

2
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a big nation and had many
wealthy merchants and in-
tellectuals among us and
you didn’t see them.” Later
in life, I thought we do not
want to bring up our children
in Europe, where I can still
hear the wagons filled with
men, women, and children
in the train stations in Ger-
many, asking for help. I can
still see and hear their voic-
es! Even in beautiful toy city
of Nuremberg I could smell
in the fresh air, the odor of
human sacrifices from the
German ovens! So, I pushed
my husband to adopt a new
country where they called it
a melting pot. People came
from all over the world to
America and mixed and of-
fered the best they had to
the continent. Well, I was
too late, as America that
used to exist with its famous
Constitution and its jewel
of the First Amendments
had changed one hundred
and ninety degrees. Here in
America, we are being dis-
criminating for everything,
for religion, the color of
the skin, the gender, polit-
ical affiliations and social
statues. In a country when a
president officially declares
that “Now, I will choose my
Vice President and someone
for the Supreme court, those
people should be a woman
of color!” Universities have
racial quotas for their admis-
sions, but not academic re-
N quirements! But still some-
£ thing is good in America as
g the green dollar has replaced
» their god, so all is possible
§ to obtain in America. If you
— have money you pay for it.
AN .
— If you cannot afford it, put
Go it on your credit card! If the
[¢)] . . . .
& fashion is being white, there
are expensive ways to light-
en your skin. If your hair is

black, you can dye it blond or
if it is white, you can change
it to black, blue or any col-
or that you wish. If you are
born a man, you can declare
that you feel like a woman.
Then you are considered to
be a woman. Later you can
take hormones and do opera-
tions to reach to your desired
goal. This is equally true for
women who consider in be-
coming a man. After travel-
ling many of the continents,
learning different languages,
coming to contact with many
religions, and beliefs, and
changing country to coun-
try, I have found out that it
is the same everywhere. Re-
gardless of what you are and
which language you talk,
what color skin you have,
people will discriminate you
one way or another. I have
learned my lesson. Unfortu-
nately, there is no safe place
to live in. They all resemble
each other. The sky is blue
everywhere. The only thing
that remains for us to do is
repeating my grandmother’s
words and prayers: “May
God protect you from evil.”
If we are lucky, we find a
person who has the same
values as we do. Then we
can give the best education
and the strength of spirit to
our children and make our
homes a peaceful and beauti-
ful place to receive its mem-
bers. We can never change
the world, but if we change
our family and improve our
surroundings, then we have
already helped to create a
better world.”

Author unknown

Justice

There are gallows by the grave yards
And courts beside the gallows

To be efficient and fast

Let Justice not wait!

The prosecutor, the judge and the hangman
Are all one, a priest

But the accused is the victim

And he has no chance.

Hell has broken loose
The leaders suck blood
And every loyal man is god’s paid executioner

Now, more grave yards are needed
For the old graveyards are full
The world needs be weeded

Of the heretic and unclean

They are taking children from the school grounds,
To sacrifice them to their god
The future can be buried now at last

They have even built gallows
In front of the court houses
To can hang them before their trial

They should tear down the court houses
Dead men need no defense!




each other, but they could
never marry their loved ones.
They continued the required
traditions, but some never for-
got their real love! I encoun-
tered discrimination in two
different periods of my young
and adult life while living in
Iran. One took place when we
were all young children may-
be around seven years old.
We had a big yard and all the
neighborhood children got to-
gether morning and evenings
and played together. The name
of my best friend and neigh-
bor was Fatemeh and her old-
er sister was Touran. Touran
was a very quiet and nice girl.
But the younger sister whom
we called Fati, was unlike her
older sister. Whenever she lost
a game against us, she would
immediately sing: “Armani,
sag Armani, jaru keshe Jahan-
ami!” (Armenian, dog Arme-
nian, you are the sweepers of
Hell!) Then we had our song
that we answered, “We sweep
the hell for you Muslims to go
in!” This has been my only
experience. We remained
friends as we grew up and
we were considered sisters
to each other. Unfortunately,
she died a few years ago. My
friendship with her husband
and children continues to this
day. In my professional life |
encountered  discrimination
many times. My family name
indicates that I am Armenian.
It was suggested to me that by
either changing my last name
or dropping the three last let-
ters i.e. “ian” I would have a
chance of acquiring a higher
position and advanced oppor-
tunities at Tehran Universi-
ty! This was hurtful, as I and
many people who belonged
to minorities like me, were
discriminated for certain jobs:
even the constitution men-
tioned that certain positions

were only open for Muslims.
With all my being, I felt Irani-
an, and still do, and I know of
many friends who feel like me.
It was not my fault, to be born
in a Christian family! Still,
our generation was thankful
that no one was killing us be-
cause we were not Muslims!
But I got my big kick when
I was teaching at the Irani-
an Airforce Base in Teheran.
Before I was accepted for the
job, they thoroughly searched
my background. When I was
accepted for the job, they took
a picture for my ID card so
I could enter the base. I did
not pay attention to the con-
tent of the card. I looked at
my picture and liked it. [ was
teaching there for over a year.
Every time that I entered the
base I showed my card at the
gate, and this continued, till
one day that I was showing it
to a friend and bragging about
the picture. When she looked
at it, she told me: “Since when
is your nationality ‘“Massi-
hi” — Christian. I asked what
she was talking about, she
was surprised and asked me
“How come, you have not
read it?” I looked at the card
and I saw she was right. The
line to answer the nationality
was written Christian. I was
so hurt and sad that I stopped
going to work without inform

ing the office. Few days later,
a military jeep with two gen-
darmes came to our house and
told me that the chief wanted
to see me. So, I was obliged
to go with them. A very po-
lite and kind officer who had
three stars and a crown on his
shoulders, which was the in-
dication of his high-ranking
position asked me the reason
for my absence. He added that
they appreciated my work as
my students always passed
the exams and he wanted me
to continue teaching. I gave
them my two reasons. The
main reason that I was hurt
was not to be considered as
Iranian. He immediately an-
swered that it was a mistake
committed by the employee
who had written it. I did not
argue but he knew that I did
not buy it. The second reason
was discrimination for being
Iranian. Besides the Iranian
mstructors, there were some
American instructors too. It
was known that the American
instructors were the wives of
certain officers who had trav-
elled to be trained in America
and had married to Americans.
(Later there was a new law
that prohibited the Iranian of-
ficers to marry foreign girls.)
These women were mostly
from ordinary families and
most of them did not have col-
lege education. But they were
paid fifty percent more than
the Iranian instructors who
all were university graduates.
When he heard my plea, he
promised to equalize our sal-
aries. I felt obliged to be polite
as he was a very respectable
person. But my heart was bro-
ken, and I knew that I would
always be considered as a
second-class citizen and will
never have the complete rights
as a Muslim citizen. After
some months I resigned from

my work, and later decided to
leave my beloved country for
good. This was before the rev-
olution when Iran was the best
country in the world to live
in. (I sometimes think of this
high-ranking officer. [ am sure
that he also tasted the discrim-
ination years later and was
killed for belonging to Shah’s
regime!) The day I was called
to sign for my French citizen-
ship papers in the presence of
a police officer, my uncontrol-
lable tears were falling on the
papers still wet with ink. [ was
not even uttering a word. Sud-
denly the policeman looked at
me and probably felt my pain.
He said: “Madame, I hope
when you receive your official
French citizenship, you will be
a little happier!” Well, I lived
as a French citizen in Paris
for a long time. Yet | was still
discriminated. This time as a
Jew! After my marriage I had a
Jewish last name. So, I experi-
enced antisemitism, both from
extreme right and left. Once
I was in a bookstore when a
bomb went off. It happened
in a Jewish student kosher
restaurant near Luxemburg
Park. When I arrived in front
of the restaurant, people were
gathered around, indifferently
watching bloody bodies, being
moved to the ambulance. The
innocent students who were
born in a Jewish family and
respected the laws of Ko-
sher food were aimed to be
harmed! 1 experienced more en
antisemitism. Yet instead of Sp
getting upset 1 was laughing =
inside, thoughts running in —~
my head, “Hay I am Arme- O
nian, the same Armenians that «~,
you and Americans named us .2
hungry, poor nation. Because .
that is how you saw us after
the massacre, the Genocide
refugees, or the Jews after
the Holocaust! “But weugre

Aza
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By: Dr.Rosemary Cohen

Nearly everyone in our world
has experienced some kind
of discrimination. There are
many kinds of discrimination,
racial or difference in skin col-
or, religious affiliations, politi-
cal and ideological, and much
more. Normally discrimina-
tion and being different are
corelated. When a person dif-
fers from the majority, wheth-
er in appearance, behavior or
attire, fingers will be pointed
towards him. Some nations
have been discriminated for
centuries; others are experi-
encing this in the past half a
century. Some are so used to
being discriminated that they
have formed a kind of invis-
ible protecting walls around
themselves in order not to get
hurt. But in any case, and situ-
ation, discrimination and bul-
lying are hurtful, harmful, and
unpleasant! I was born in Iran.
I am unable to go too far back
in our family history since we
have been robbed of all our
history and do not have any in-
formation from our past gen-
erations. I can only trace back
3> three generations and I do not
even know their names, but I
know that although they were
born and lived in Iran, they
were still considered minority
O because they were Armenians
= and Christians. One of the
2 early words that I learned as
09 a child was “massacre.” The
&2 Ottoman soldiers were sent to
Iran in 1918, to erase the en-
tire Christian population; Ar-
menians and Assyrians from
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the border cities of the western
Azarbaijan; Khoy, Salmas,
Maku, Rezaiye (Urmia), and
many other main cities and
surrounding  villages. They
killed all the men they could
find, including my grandfa-
ther and his father, uncles, and
cousins, everyone from the
age of 10 years and up. Young
girls were killed, raped, or
taken away; they were con-
verted to Islam. The same fate
was true for younger children
of under ten years old. I have
written all these events in

two published books; “The
Survivor and Voices from the
Hidden Genocide.” Of course,
I should mention that before,
during and after these events,
the Christians in the cities
mentioned above and in all
other regions in Iran and their
Moslem neighbors had friend-
ly relations. That I am alive
today is thanks to the friend-
ship of Hakim Eftekhar, a
friend of my grandfather who
against the wishes of the Otto-
man leaders like many other
Muslim friends and neighbors
opened his house and hide my
grandmother and mother in his
house. If not for his courage
my grandmother and mother
would have been killed like
many other young Arme-
nians! At school we all played
together, and religious differ-
ences were unimportant in our
relationships. In high school it
was also fine, maybe because
I was in Anoushiravan Dad-
gar, which was a Zoroastrian

private school. The teaching
of the Islamic religion was in
the curriculum, but it was only
open to the Muslims and the
minority students were happy
to be spared of participating in
the classroom and we played
in the yard, but I was curi-
ous and liked to learn how to
read the Koran so most of the
time I attended the class and
learned to read some soure-
hs even by heart. My mother
lived in Hakim Eftekhar’s
house for one year, from the
time she was three. She was
marked and was influenced
by their traditions. When later
she moved to Tabriz and lived
near her uncle who was in
Russia for business during the
massacre. One can imagine
that after the massacre what
the family went through, there
was suspicion present against
the ‘other’ Muslims Turks.
Unfortunately, one type of
discrimination gives birth to
another type of discrimina-
tion. I was told that whenever
my four-five-year-old mother
found a piece of cloth, she cov-
ered her head and body with
it and imitated the women of
Hakim Eftekhar’s household,
by bending and doing the dai-
ly Muslim prayers. When her
uncle was around, he pulled
the cloth off the little girl’s
head and even gave her a lit-
tle tap on her back, reminding
her that she was an Armenian
and not a Muslim girl. But
psychologically, my mother
was marked by the memory

of her childhood. She had a lot
of Muslim friends, and she al-
ways took me to Mosques and
gathering prayers during Mo-
haram. I can still smell the
rose water that was spread
on golden Zarihs of some
emamzadeh’s that we visited.
I miss the songs of Azans and
the smell of the special food
that our neighbor prepared
during the month of Ramadan.
I remember that as soon as the
canon sounded, they gathered
around the corsi to eat the din-
ner. As a child and later as a
young adult, I was a mixture
of being Armenian Christian
and sympathizer of Islamic
traditions. For me it was an
enriching experience to ab-
sorb both cultures. Although, I
had friends from different reli-
gions, like other Armenians |
followed the unwritten code.
We knew that we could not
betray our traditions and our
family history. There were Ar-
menian Heroes who had sac-
rificed their lives to safeguard
the Christian religion, Arme-
nian language, and heritage
which they had passed down
to us for generations. So, it
was required that we marry
within our ethnic group, and
this was true for all the other
groups too. I think the dis-
crimination was present like
a good and evil in humans,
because it also helped save
the identity and special affili-
ation and interests. [ knew of
many Armenian and Muslim
boys and girls who fell me






