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William Wordsworth

Sonnet 98

John Clare, Young Lambs
D. H. Lawrence, The
Enkindled Spring

Gillian Clarke, Miracle on
St. Davidys Day

Thomas Hardy, I Watched a
Blackbird

Emily Dickinson, A Light
Exists in Spring
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Christina Rossetti. Spring
Allie Nasiri, A Poem for
Every Spring Day

Gerard Manley Hopkins,
Spring

Billy Collins, Today
William Wordsworth, Lines
Written in Early Spring
Edward Thomas, The Thrush
William Shakespeare,
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Two geniuses on stage

Zandieh Brothers on the stage

New York,Azadi Magazine:
Most of our readers are famil
iar with Mr.Charles and Mr.
Christopher Zandieh young
musicians who are known as
a geniuses . They are grand-
sons of our colleague Mr.
Majid Zandieh who is also a
music Master .

On Friday night, February
17th, Charles Zandieh had his
graduation recital at the Juil-
liard School. In attendance
were many of his family and
friends, including his broth-
ers, his parents, his grandpar-
ents, and his teachers.

First, he performed the sec-
ond movement of Prokofiev’s
Sinfonia Concertante. It is an
extremely difficult piece,
showcasing the most de-
manding technique in the
repertoire.

He then played the third
movement of Rachmaninov’s
Cello Sonata with his younger
brother, Christopher, onpiano.

It is a really beautiful piece,
and the two brothers created
such exquisite music on the
stage together.

Charlie then performed the

first movement of Schubert’s
Arpeggione Sonata, and then
finished with Brahms’ Die
Mainacht, both of which ex-
hibited his utmost artistry and
skill.

Following some touching
words to the audience, Char-
lie then performed an encore -
Persian Fire Dance, writ-
ten by cellist Kian Soltani.
It’'s a wonderful piece that
blends Persian writing styles
with western classical styles,
which Charlie executed to
perfection.
@

Following some touching words to the audience, Charlie
then performed an encore - Persian Fire Dance,
written by cellist Kian Soltani.

...... Cyrus The Great

tion and rejoicing. Marduk,
the great lord warmed the
hears of the Babylonian to-
wards me, while I for my
part devoted myself daily
to do him reverence. My
troops wandered peaceful-
ly widespread throughout
Babylon. In all Sumer and
Akkad. I let no man be
afraid. 1 concerned myself
with the internal affairs of
Babylon and all its cities.
The dwellers in Babylon...
I freed from the yoke that
ill became them. I repaired
their houses; I healed their
afflictions... I am Cyrus,
King of all, the great kings,
the mighty king, king of
Babylon, king of Sumer and
Akkad, king of the four cor-
ners of the earth...”.

The last sentences of the
text of the cylinder suggest
that the Biblical Chroni-
cles was aware of the text:
“Thus Saith Cyrus, King of
Persia: all the kingdoms of
the earth hat the Lord God
of heaven given me...“ (2
Chronicle 36:23).
Tolerance, including reli-
gious to tolerance was the
motto marked Cyrus, the
Persian King. After King
Cyrus entered Babylon,
once he set up the local
gods again. On a broken
cylinder which was pre-
served among the ruins
Cyrus says; “Sin, the light
of heaven and earth with his
favorable omens gave into
my hands four corners of
the earth. [ brought the gods
back into their sanctuaries”.

To order this book call:
516-466-0955

or Email to:
liliaram2@gmail.com
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individual jihad by any
means possible until the
“Islam’s Army” arrives
so they can reunite. It is
the nature of jihad to keep
enemy weak and disabled
to act until it is too late.
Khomeini successfully
deceived not only the
Iranians but the entire world
and mainly all western
leaders and intellectuals of
his era who saw a peaceful
and sanctified person like
Mahatma Gandy in him
—the former half-wit US-
President Jimmy Carter at
the top of the list! Back then
Khomeini and his disciples
were presenting themselves
as  “moderate muslims”
too. This is exactly what
the moderate muslims aim
to achieve by introducing
islam a serene and loving

religion by translating
“Islam” semantically
and describing it

morphologically as a word.
This moderate narrative is
however very different from
what islam really is and
what it contains. In fact this
is a straightforward lie and a
perfidious deceit to hide the
true aggressive, totalitarian
and retrogressive nature
of islam. What “moderate
muslims” mainly practice is
an authorized lie to confuse
and mislead the non-
muslims so they can not
realize the danger of islamic
ideology taking roots into
their lands, societies and
communities. Once the
roots strike somewhere,
that place is -according to
islamic law- in possession
of islam and the non-
muslim inhabitants of that
land are islam’s subjects;
this justifies per se practice
of Dawah and annihilation
—if refusing conversion.

Many muslim organisations
and associations in different
countries operate exactly
this way and are welcomed

by the misled politicians,

community leaders,
intellectuals, law makers
and law  enforcement
apparatus. The number
of mosques and koran-
schools(especially  those
operating  clandestinely)

where children and youth
get  indoctrinated  are
skyrocketing in Europe.
The governments argue it is
a part of integration-policy
to enhance intercultural
coexistence, but in fact
it is not integration, it is
capitulation; it is not a
progress but a concession
of defeat!

In Germany the DITIP,
DIK(Deutsche Islam
Konferenz), VIKZ, IGMG,
IZH, IRAB, IGS and in
USA a bunch of them like
CAIR(a leading HAMAS
branch in USA), NIAC,
ISNA, USCMO, and MAS
operate maliciously for the
“cause of islam” which
is jihad in order to build
up a caliphate(Islamic
State). These organisations
are the long arms of the

“Muslim Brotherhood
Movement” that devotes
itself to expansion of

islam across the world
and has once transformed
an archaic, barbaric and
passive religion into a
toxic ideology since the
beginning. It is absolutely
petrifying to note that
islamic organisations are
structured continentally
like Federation of
Islamic Organizations
in Europe(FIOE)
with  straight ties to
equivalent  organisations
of Islamic Society of
North America(ISNA)
& Islamic Association of
North America(IANA)
on one side and Arabic-
Islamic countries of origin
on the other side. This
intercontinental assembly is
a light version of the global

caliphate(Islamic state).

This penetration is a
dangerous terrain if the
western  leaders  refuse
to realize the deceptions
played by the ‘“moderate
muslims” on them to fool
them ad infinitum. As long
as they ignore the urgency
of understanding the sharia-
language, each strategy and
interaction with islamic
representatives  will  be
another concession of defeat
for them and an auxiliary
win for the sharia-devotee
muslims, reanimation of
jihad-project as well as a
step forward to the global
caliphate. For sure flawed
logic and flimsy excuses
don’t justify dilettantish
handling.

*kk

In case of islamic regime
of Mullahs in Iran, they
and their fifth-column
“moderate muslim network”
still operate together side
by side to deceive the world
especially the confused
westerner leaders. This
was very obvious when
negotiating the islamic
republic’s nuclear program.
According to TAEA report
(Feb.2023) meanwhile
the Mullah regime has
exceeded the 60% Uranium
enrichment up to 84%.
Mullah regime claims it
was only an “accidental
fluctuation”. Fact is they
are practicing Khodah(i.e.
deceit) to buy time and
gain opportunity to go
ahead. They know very
well how easy it is to fool
their confused westerner
adversaries who don’t
understand the sharia-
language and the meaning
of the words and sentences
that the islamic regime says
to them. Imagine one day
in future they will produce
nuclear bombs and say

to the world: “Ups! We
didn’t produce the bomb
intentionally. Where does
it come from anyway?! All
of a sudden this nuclear
bomb appeared here! Allah
has sent us a nuclear bomb;
it is allah’s will. Obviously
allah wants us to have
nuclear bomb because
allah is the almighty and
as the holy koran states the
wisest of all who has plans
& purposes for everything.
So it is a present that allah
has granted us... We follow
allah and his will because
the sharia tells us so...” The
deceived and deluded EU
still refuses to put the IRGC
and their extraterritorial
branch “Quds Force” on
an international terrorist
list despite its well known

definite commitment to
islamic ideology, sharia,
jihad-cult and  despite

their proven vast terrorist
record! They are not an
Iranian national army as
their title certifies, but
an “islamic armed corps
for protection of islamic
revolution” that submits
to sharia to expand and
export islamic revolution
and ideology across the
world by means of islamic
deception-repertoire  and
lethal force(jihad). Their
official motto and duty
is clearly defined by the
islamic constitution based
on sharia that cites koran
8:60 as followed: “Prepare
against them whatever you
can of [military] power and
war-horses, awing thereby
the enemies of Allah and
your enemies, as well as
other enemies unknown to
you but known to Allah,
Whatever you spend in
the cause of Allah will be
paid to you in full and you
will not be wronged.” This
rhetoric and attitude reveals
what sharia disciples seek
to accomplish with their

==

nuclear ambition. Making
concessions to it is a big
mistake. Understanding
devil’s language could
prevent all these shameful
failures and impede the
virus of islamic pandemic

The  current  uprising
of courageous Iranians
against the barbaric islamic
regime is a rejection of
sharia, islamic ideology
and islamic totalitarianism.
Thus branding each Iranian
a muslim is therefore a big
insult to many of us. We are
nothing like that and we do
not submit to allah and his
law of sharia. That deserves
appreciation, respect and
recognition.

to be continued in next issue

(I will appreciate

your feedbacks via:
fullybulletproof(@gmail.
com )
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Cyrus King of Persia, Conquest of

abylon, and Liberation of Jewish Peopl

Seven years after Nebu-

chadnezzar’s death, Na-
bonidus  ascended the
throne of Babylon in 555
B.C. He was the last ruler
of Mesopotamia. Five year
after Nabonidus ascension,
a new era began with the
rise of Cyrus, a Persian to
power.

Two unusual dreams are
said to have decided the des-
tiny of Cyrus. Herodotus,
the Greek historian and au-
thor recounts them: “Asty-
ages had a daughter named
Mandana. He dreamt that
from her a stream of water
flowed and filled not only
his capital, but the whole of
Asia. Astyages was greatly
terrified. On this account,
when his daughter was
of marriageable age, he
would not give her to any
of the Medes lest the dream
should be accomplished,
but married her to a Persian
by name Cambyses... When
Mandana was living with
Cambyses, Astyages in the
very first year saw another
vision. He dreamt that a vine
grew from the womb of his
daughter and overshadowed
the whole of Asia. After this
dream, which he submitted
also to the interpreters, he

Esposito. John L,(2014). “Taqiyah”.
The Oxford Dictionary Of Islam.
Oxford: Oxford University
Press)[10] Available: Webpage
of Wikifegh.ir - https:/
fa.wikifegh.ir/ Category 6.3 &
6.4, and ttps://quran411.com/

mobile/surah-list [11]
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sent to Persia and fetched
away Mandana, who was
now with child, and was
not far from her time. On
her arrival he set a watch
over her, intending to de-
stroy the child to which she
should give birth, for the
Magians interpreted that
the offspring of his daugh-
ter would reign over in his
stead. To guard against this,
Astyages, as soon as Cyrus
was born sent for Harpagus,
a man of his own house
and the most faithful of
the Medes... and addressed
him thus: “Take the child
born of Mandana, carry him
with thee to thy house and
slay him there... Harpagus
had no heart to carry out
this murderous command
of the child’s grandfather.
No more had a shepherd to
whom he deputed the task.
So, Cyrus remained alive”.

It was not only the birth
of Cyrus that was wrapped
in legend. He descend-
ed from the royal race of
Achaemenes, and more
than any other prince of the
ancient world caught the
imagination and evoked the
admiration of all nations.
The Bible remember Cyrus
as an enlightened monarch.
His swift, brilliant and un-
paralleled rise to power was
marred by no deed of vio-
lence. His humane policy
made him one of the most
attractive figures in the
ancient orient. Unlike the
monarchs before him, des-
potic cruelty was foreign to
Cyrus.

In 553 B.C. Cyrus (530-
558) captured Ecbatana,
capital of the kingdom. of
Media

Cyrus King of Persia,

Conquest of Babylon, and
Liberation of Jewish People
of Media. His royal grand-
father Astyages was ban-
ished. Cyrus united Media
with the Persian kingdom.
Croesus King of Lydia — his
name is still proverbial for
great riches, attached the
Persians. Cyrus took Sardis,
his capital and defeated
him. In 539 B.C. Cyrus
turned his attack against
Nabonidus, and the Baby-
lonian army was defeated.
Thus, the hours of the last
great Mesopotamian empire
were numbered. “Come
down, and sit in the dust,
O virgin daughter of Bab-
ylon: There is no throne, O
daughter of the Chaldeans”
(Isaiah 47:1).
The conquest of Babylon
by Cyrus did not follow the
normal pattern: it was with-
out a parallel in the military
practice of the ancient ori-
ent. For this time there were
no columns of smoke ris-
ing from behind shattered
walls, no places or temples
razed to the ground, no
house plundered, no man
was butchered or impaled.
The clay cylinder of Cyrus
narrates  in
script what took place: “As
I entered Babylon in peace
and established my royal
residence in the palace of
the Princes amid jubila

Babylonian °_
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Understanding Devil SUTY
Wﬁy many Tranians fee[ (ﬁémﬁe(f Ey Being labeled a muslim

Part 1

Letmebegin with a famous
quotation: “If you know the
enemy and know yourself,
you need not fear the result
of a hundred battles. If you
know yourself but not the
enemy, for every victory
gained you will also suffer a
defeat. If you know neither
the enemy nor yourself,
you will succumb in every
battle.” — Sun Tzu, “The
Art of War “ (roughly 5%
century BC).

This ancient piece of
judicious advice reflects that
to develop correct measures
and counter-measures for
dealing with a problem,
you need to understand the
root of the problem first,
otherwise each strategy you
would deploy is doomed to
fail and you get trapped in
a vicious circle of misfire,
surrender and  finally
breakdown.

ek

Ideology is a system of
ideas, rituals beliefs,
opinions and goals that
depicts a certain way to
implement those ideas or
let’s say provides guidelines
3> that dictate how to think
and behave to fulfill and
- achieve the declared goals.
& ldeology also refers to a
w set of political beliefs and
S visions that characterize a
— particular matter or cause.
& [f the problem is caused
B by an ideology, you need
% to understand the mindset
A of that ideology and the
logic behind it to be able

pez
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By: Michael Mobasheri (M.Sc. Psychology) — Germany

s Lan

to understand and interpret
actions and  language
of its followers. Thus I
am not talking about the
common use of language
in everyday life but how
the words, sentences and
idioms reflect the thoughts
and inspirations behind the
language. In other words if
you understand what is said,
you need also to understand
what is meant!

The virus of “Islam” is one
of those vicious circles that
has successfully managed
to trap and deceive many
since 1400 years —including
present age. As long as the
politicians and decision
makers don’t understand
the islamic phantasm and
axioms that is expressed
within its lingual
framework, nothing will
stop its expansion and the
pandemic caused by this
very virus! Iranians have
suffered under this ideology
and still managed to protect
their Persian identity against
this virus based on their
rich pre-islamic history
and cultural heritage. The
islamic law(sharia) is the
core of islamic ideology
and its fundament that
dictates a specific social &
world order. A sophisticated
jurisprudence system
is attached to sharia.
According to sharia “a
muslim must submit to
islam.  Everyone  who
submits to islam, submits to
Allah and his law(sharia).
A Muslim is therefore
someone who submits and
obeys the sharia and the

sharia only.”l!  Muslims
who don’t practice sharia
are apostates —there is no
such thing in islam like
being a good or bad muslim
but someone is either a
muslim or a non-mulsim.

According to islam, sharia
is the law to be followed
by all people —not only
muslims but also by
everyone— on earth always
and everywhere and is
the only legitimate law to
control all aspects of life
and the entire world. Islam
defines itself a complete
system of life which
includes all and everything
—especially political, social,

jurisdictional, individual,
economical, educational,
ethical, cultural and

military... Based on its
fundament sharia, islam
is therefore a totalitarian
system that is meant to be
imposed on the entire world
and each single person and
it commands muslims to
live according to sharia
and impose it on every one
else, either by invitation(i.e.
conversion) or by force.
If “the Invitation” to
islam doesn’t work then
use of lethal force will
be mandatory. This is the
doctrine of Dawah which
is the act of “inviting or
calling people to embrace
islam”. Dawah aims to
generate converts to islam,
which in turn enhances
the size of the muslim
community(Ummah)
and the future soldiers of
islam(i.e. jihadi fighters) as
well as reducing the number

uage

of Kufar(infidels) either by
conversion or by cleansing.
I As well Dawah is an
obligatory requirement in
sharia to call non-muslims
to islam before picking up
jihad against them. Sharia
dictates predefined methods
to be considered when
calling to islam; according
to sharia those who conduct
the “Call to Islam” must
do it in a certain way; they
need to speak nonviolently,
with patience and wisely...
It is imperative to keep in
mind that Dawah is always
practiced with the latent
menace of jihad behind it
and is actually conducted
with deception because
non-muslims don’t know
the content of sharia,
thus they don’t know the
consequences of  their
conversion: once converted
to islam, one can not
reverse it or leave it because
this would be considered
“Apostasy” in islam which
is a capital crime punished
by death penalty!®] When
Ahmadinedjad, other
islamic  authorities  or
leaders of arab countries
send letters to US and EU
leaders and invite them
—and their citizens— to
islam, it is not because
they are sending signals
of peacefulness but they
are practicing Dawah as a
prerequisite for Jihad!

These are a part of the
islamic ideology and its
law sharia that is in infinite
war with non-muslims:
Islam divides the world
in two parts: 1-Dar al

e

Islam(The House of Peace
where islam controls and
rules  dominantly) and
2-Dar al Harb(The House
of War where islam is
not the absolute ruler).
M Inhabitants of Dar al
Harb are Kufar(infidels,
unbelievers) and they are
islam’s enemies that must
be exterminated to establish
sharia in the world and
reach “peace on earth”;
there will be no peace on
earth until the entire world
is under absolute control of
islam and its law(sharia).
B In order to reach that
objective, islam commands
Jihad(Holy War, especially
against non-muslims, but
also against muslims who
do not follow sharia). To
islam it doesn’t matter if
muslims also die followed
by militant assaults, because
according to sharia they are
either not devoted to sharia
and therefore apostates that
deserve to be eliminated or
if they are devoted, they
will directly go to paradise
as Martyrs(Shahid) because
they have died for the
cause of islam! There are
several suras in koran
that command the “Holy
War” as a duty; here a few
examples: koran S2(Al-
Bagarah/The Cow), S3(Al-
Imran/Family of Imran),
Sura8(Al Anfal/The Spoils

of War), S9(Al-Tubah/
Repentance), S33(Al-
Ahzab/The Coalition).[®

Koran sura4, verse 84 reads:
“Then fight in Allah’s cause
- Thou art held responsible
only for thyself - and rouse
the believers. It may be
that Allah will restrain the
fury of the Unbelievers;
for Allah is the strongest in
might and in punishment.”;
an verse 95 states: “Not
equal are those believers
who sit (at home) and
receive no hurt, and those
who strive and fight in the

cause of Allah with their
goods and their persons.
Allah hath granted a grade
higher to those who strive
and fight with their goods
and persons than to those
who sit (at home). Unto
all (in Faith) Hath Allah
promised good: But those
who strive and fight Hath
He distinguished above
those who sit (at home) by
a special reward.”; Sura8,
verse 65: “O Prophet! rouse
the Believers to the fight. If
there are twenty amongst
you, patientand persevering,
they will vanquish two
hundred: if a hundred, they
will vanquish a thousand
of the Unbelievers: for
these are a people without

understanding.””! All
islamic  schools  agree
conjointly on these

verses and advertise them
adamantly.

Islamic law also prescribes
a classification of methods
and deceptions to be
conducted in and for jihad
and defines “the rules
of engagement”.®  It’s
essential to know the
doctrine of islamic warfare
and its policies to exert
deception.”?  Practice of
“deception” is uniformly
mainstream in islam. One
of them is the doctrine of
Taqiyah. In islam, Taqiyah
or Taqqiya (Arabic: 4 /
taqiyah/, means “prudence,
cautiousness”) is a
precautionary dissimulation
or denial of religious
belief and goals to defy an
opponent or rival. Taqiyah
is the action of committing
a sinful act(such as feigning
unbelief) to accomplish a
religious goal.'” In other
words if telling the truth
is going to place your life,
intention or religious goal at
risk, you can say what you
need to survive that situation
and stay safe! “Religious
Dissimulation” or Taqgiyah

while maintaining mental
reservation is considered
permissible in sharia and
is stated precisely by
koran(e.g. 16:106).'!

Another deception is Lying
and Cheating (Arabic: 4ca7
/ Khodah means Deceit) to
non-muslims and generally
to “enemies of islam”
which is another scheme
that sharia and islamic
methodology allows when
it is for “cause of the
islam; In Jihad it is even an
obligation for muslims to lie
to non-muslims to deceive
them in order to proceed
or to gain advantage for
expansion of  islam.['Z
Taqiyah, the command to
dissimulate and Khodah
the command to cheat
and lie are of fundamental
importance in islam. They
are very customary in
islamic politics, especially
in the present age.

Ayatollah Khomeini
promised modern
democracy, freedom for
all  political spectrums,

respecting human rights
and equality for all citizens
including women in Iran
before the revolution of
1979 when he was still
in exile in France. After
taking the power however,
he and his disciples ordered
systematic ~ persecutions,
liquidations and executions
of many dissidents from
diverse political groups,
oppression of  women
and literally everyone
who refused to accept the
sharia law and his vision
of islamic state. He then
argued that consideration of
human rights and freedom
means “implementation of
human rights and freedom
according to sharia” when
the bloodbath was going
on in Iran. In an interview
1980/81 he was asked
about this discrepancy; he

answered with one simple
sentence: “I  conducted
Khodah(Deceit)”!

*kk

Many jihadi groups like
Boko Haram(officially
known as Jama’at Ahl as-
Sunnah lid-Da’wah wa’l-
Jihad means Group of the
People of Sunnah for Dawah
and Jihad), Taliban, Al-
Quaida, Islamic State(ISI),
Al-Shabab, Islamic Jihad,
Hamas, Hezbollah, etc...
that practice the holy war on
non-muslims also practice
the HUDUD(crimes and

punishments defined by
sharia e.g. crucifixion,
mutilation, stoning,

rape, beheading, slavery,
torching, etc...) within their
controlled lands(Dar al
Islam) to fulfill sharia. They
are not some “extremists”
or “radicalized” people who
have misunderstood sharia,
but they practice the exact
islam and how sharia really
is. However the muslims
who live outside of islamic
controlled lands(in Dar al
Harb) are recommended to
lie and cheat to preserve
the real goal of expansion
that islam advocates for
the “cause of allah”. The
new coined term is the
“moderate muslims” that
have appeared in western
media and politics and have
been successfully gaining
ground and influence ever
since. This group of muslims
deceives the society and the
political decision makers ~
to buy time and gain space
and opportunities for the §
jihad-devotee muslims. <
Jihad is a long-term project -
to spread and expand islam §
and sharia on earth until ©
the entire world is ruled CZ:
by islam. Thus occupying 5
“enemy territory” is one &
of the strategies that <
islam advocates and each

muslim is called to conduct
—



to bloom in the valley under
the mountain where he was
hung!

Not very long after the Islamic
Revolution, end of September
1980 the Iran-Iraqi war start-
ed. They called all the absen-
tee recruits back to the base.
Then they started accepting
the old and young, and later
even child volunteers. They
were trained for a short time
and as they officially became
soldiers, they were sent from
Kermanshah to Khoramshahr
and then directly to the bat-
tlefield. Soon, mollahs gave
nice little keys, to the soldiers
in order to hang them around
their necks. These keys were
known to soldiers as the key to
heaven. As soon as the martyr
soldier had arrived in front of
the heaven’s gate, he was told
that he did not need to knock
the gate or wait to be judged.
He had his own key to open
the gate and enjoy the after-
life. And people believed this,
and they died for it. Children
walked on the mines, they
were exploded by mines but
were able to open the road for
the soldiers to advance.

There were days that we
could not burry the dead bod-
ies, they were pilled like little
hills, then we were asked to
burn them. Then the smell of
human burned flesh stayed in
our nose for days and later for
years!

Sometime I saw a soldier who

had his hand over his neck,
N probably searching his key the
£: last minutes of his life!
g Now you know why I have
w to take these medications for
§ over forty years, even if I live
— so far from my country. The
_g bitter memories are still well
g% alive and vivid even in Amer-
o~ ical

Now tell me how do you want

me to forget?

skekkokokok

The next story that I would
like to share is about another
officer by the name of Ali Va-
kili.

This happened at the time
when the Toodeh party was
present and active in Iran.

My mother had hired a math
teacher to give private lessons
to my brother. He was a se-
rious young man who was a
teacher at his school. We lived
not far from College Alborz
and Manouchehri, was the
school that my brother attend-
ed. It was almost next building
to the college. As we were liv-
ing in a walking distance from
school, the teacher came to our
house to teach the private les-
sons. Respecting the existing
tradition, my mother served
him a warm tea with pastry
and fig jam and after the ses-
sion was terminated, some-
times he stayed a little longer
to talk with my parents. Later
they became close friends.
Although he died many years
ago. I only use his first name
which was Mohammad. Later
his sister was my teacher and
as our friendship continued,
we learned that their entire sis-
ters and brothers were teach-
ers but one. My parents also
learned that their entire fam-
ily belonged to Toodeh party
but the one. My father on the
contrary was a member of
the Armenian Dashnak party,
so although we were kind of
ideologically against each oth-
er, but still the friendship con-
tinued and remained strong.
They say that as a little girl
I was very pretty. One day
Mohammad asked my moth-
er to let me go with him and
his niece, Mahnaz, a beautiful
little girl, who was probably
a year or two youngers than
I to visit a friend. My mother
agreed, [ am not sure if my

mother knew where and for
what reason Mohammad was
taking us.

It was the beginning of
Spring, I only remember that
after a long ride, we were
walking in a large street. There
were tall trees lined up in or-
der on both sides, they were
all covered with bright pur-
ple- Rhodamine color flow-
ers. It was so beautiful, they
looked almost like fiery color
balloons. I believe they are
called Judas-tree, in Iranian
they call them arghavani trees.
Then we walked to a building
where there were some mili-
tary guards, we stopped at the
gate and Mohammad talked to
them, and I do not remember
much. Then I only remember
that we met a very pale sad
looking but a very handsome
young man in a small yard
where there was a rectangu-
lar shallow pool in the middle
and around there were color-
ful flower beds. There were
tall walls around the yard. The
two men were talking in a soft
voice together and were walk-
ing with heavy steps. Mahnaz
and I were walking joyfully
like the children of our age,
with no worry in front of them.
Sometimes, the young man
whose name was Ali Vakili
held our hands lovingly, or ca-
ressed delicately our hear, like
a father. But I do remember
that he had a very sad face and
he tried hard to show a forced
smile to us. Mohammad
would just say give to Mahnaz
and she offered him a candy
out of her pocket. I am not
sure how many times we visit-
ed Mr. Vakili probably three —
four times. For me these were
one of my mysterious and in-
teresting childhood memories
because of the spring time
and bright color of flowers.
Wherever [ see these trees I

remember the street in Tehran.
As a child I did not think much
about Mr. Vakili and our visits
because it remined me of his
sad and desperate face. Later
I learned that he was a math
genius, who had studied in
Europe. So why was he in that
building with sad face?

Much later when I grew older,
I'learned that Mr. Vakili was an
officer in the Iranian army. He
and some of his friends were
arrested because they were
members of Toodeh party. 1
believe that they had planned
a coup d’état, but the authori-
ties had arrested them on time.
He was jailed in Zendane
Ghasr prison. That was where
Mohammad was taking us to
visit him. They were all con-
demned to death, but before
his execution as he had stud-
ied in Belgium, the Belgium
government had requested the
Iranian government to send
Mr. Vakili to Belgium and
they had said that although
he was a communist, they did
not mind to accept him in their
country, because it was pity
to execute such a knowledge-
able genius person, he would
be valuable for them. But the
Iranian government refused,
and Mr. Vakili was executed
an early morning.

He was a newlywed and I
heard that his young wife,
parents, and sister were devas-
tated of his death! I remember
seeing them in a few parties
in Mohammad’s house. They
always wore black from head
to toe, and tears were always
present in the corners of their
eyes.

As I was thinking about him,
I called Mahnaz a few days
ago, to see if she remembered
and had more memories. She
said that she remembers that
the candies she was handing

to Vakili were given to her
e

by his uncle Mohamad. Lat-
er she learned that there were
messages wrapped around the
candies and the reason that his
uncle took us was to soften the
guards and show that it was a
family visit and nothing po-
litical. I still wonder why my
mother let Mohammad to take
me. My mother had a kind
heart, she would help anyone
in need and cried with anyone
in pain. Probably she felt sad
for a young man in his situa-
tion, and not an officer who
had betrayed his country be-
cause of his belief and ideolo-
gy! What a waste of life!

Now we are witnessing that so
many lives are being cut short
around the world. The human
lives are destroyed for the be-
lief of an ideology, seeking
for the basic freedom, to live
as they like or practice the re-
ligion that they would like to
exercise.

Anti semetisme or anti any-
thing is just an excuse for the
death to win over human life.
We humans are so selfish and
stupid that we do not know
how to enjoy our short lives
on this earth, we kill each oth-
er and inflict pain on the sur-
viving family members, rela-
tives, and friends forever, for
as much as they live. I wish
we humans could learn more
from nature.

Many animals hibernate in
winters and wake up fresh in
spring. We humans also hi-
bernate in our warm rooms in
winters. I wish the politicians
and we all could take the time
and think over our behav-
iors, policies and habits and
change ourselves to a better
one in Springs.

Although the loss of loved
one is a difficult challenge to
bear but I hope we take the ex-
ample of nature and change

Mitra Navabi

Come laugh with me, my friend.

Come laugh with me
g

This is an invitation to the round.

Let us explode into laughter,
Abandoning ourselves,

Touching the borders of insanity,

Feeling the power increase,

Setting loose that which is untamed within us

To shake heaven and earth,
Laughing

As if there were no tomorrow,
In unison

As if there were nothing else,
Powerfully

i |

As if the whole universe was laughing,

Together,

As if we were the whole universe.

Sassan Tabatabai

The Fall and Fall of the
Persian Empire

First came the Greeks-
Macedonians bearing flames,
shepherded through night
and secret Zagros passes.

Next the Arabs,

veiled invaders

wielding crescent swords
and the desert’s thirst.

Then the Mongols:

sons of the steppe,

whiskered hordes

pouring throughBukhara’s gates

and now this...

the black garments to a color-
ful one. May be this is the real
message of Noruz that we buy
colorful dresses for our chil-
dren.

It will be nice to continue
life in spring colors, although
some hearts will always re-
main in winter but Noruz
teaches us to change and dare
to challenge ourselves to sing
a happier song again and look
forward with hope for the un-
known future! ®

Dr.Zahra Karimipour Siavashi

Spring Racn

Spring rain
cleanse us
Of fears
Judgments
Envies
suspicions -
Untruths L
Make us weightless

On the path of ythis journey...

Liberate us

From wasteful emotions
Expectations

And connect us

To a serene, lofty state of being
Like that of sparrows’
Nightingales’

Whose existence are
Mythical worlds

Filled with songs

Of joy and play
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Wrote Anne Frank in her di-
ary on February 12, 1944.

Anne Frank and her sister
Margo were arrested by the
Gestapo six months after
this writing, on 4 August
1944 and were transported
to Auschwitz concentration
camp. They were then trans-
ported to Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp, where
they both died.

Anne Frank is right; Spring
is such a beautiful and pow-
erful season. After the long
three months of the gloomy,
dark winter, when every-
thing looks empty and dead.
But suddenly all the plants,
trees, birds, all size of crea-
tures, animals, and even the
human being of all ages, feel
that spring awakening their
bodies and souls. There is
a joy in the air that can be
heard even in the song of the
birds. That the difference of
the melodies can be heard
from their winter songs. No
wonder that our ancestors
have chosen the first min-
utes of the Spring as the first
day of the Iranian New Year,
No-Ruz.

If anyone has been in Ram-
sar during Noruz or in any
city of Iran, they can remem-

By: Dr.Rosemary Cohen

ber the sweet smell of the or-
ange blossoms that filled the
air everywhere, mixed with
the sweet perfume of Hya-
cinth and Narcissus on the
Haft Sin table. The moun-
tains were covered with va-
riety shades of fresh green
colors, mixed with the pink
and white blossoms and the
ground had spread with a
beautiful fresh greenish-yel-
low color everywhere.

The main Tehran University
Campus was and still is lo-
cated on Shah Reza Avenue (
I do not know the new street
names now days!) There was
also another smaller campus
which was located near the
Iranian parliament. It was
beautiful building that like
most of the Persian architec-
ture setting, there was a long
rectangular shallow hoz —
pool, in the middle of the
garden covered with beau-
tiful water lilies and large
green leaves. The first days
after the Noruz holidays,
that we were walking around
the pool as new students, |
heard unfamiliar beautiful
songs around and asked a
classmate, what kind of bird
was singing with such a nice
melody. He laughed and told
me that they were no birds
but frogs who always sing in
the spring for mating! Even
the ugly frogs were wel-
coming the spring with their
beautiful songs.

So many people have writ-

ten poems and stories about
the spring. And I am not go-
ing to write more about it but
on the contrary I am going
to write about the now days
Ann Franks in Iran and in
different parts of the world,
who are hidden in different
places from the fear of re-
taliation, or they are demon-
strating in the streets asking
for freedom or in Ukraine
carrying guns or being raped
and killed. There are the
ones who are closed in sin-
gle or crowded cells wait-
ing for their court days or
executions. Lonely, far from
their loved ones. A young
boy or girl is locked because
his imaginative and ideal-
istic mind is full of dreams
and plans seeking for a bet-
ter future. Their warm hearts
are longing to see their loved
ones and their empty hands
are searching to hold and
embrace their dear ones.

Some nights when they can
sleep, if they are lucky, they
can kiss and hug their loved
ones. Or they see them-
selves walking freely in the
streets dressed up as they
wish, with or without hair
and body covers, with or
without makeup. They walk
bare feet, or with high heels,
sneakers, or torn shoes. But
they are happy because they
are free. No one is stopping
them, no one is even looking
at them, everyone is busy
doing their own thing. The
new lovers are stealing lit-

tle kisses in the parks or on
the benches and the birds
approve their union by their
joyful songs.

Then they wake up. For a
second, they do not know if
they are here or there! But
then they find out the reali-
ty of their existence, and as
Ann Frank says; they must
force themselves to act nor-
mally and bravely, may be
spring will give them the
hope of reincarnation!

It is true that even in sadness
there is something in Noerooz
and spring that makes us hap-
py and hopeful. May be be-
cause we thought that the tree
in front of the house was com-
pletely dead but now, we can
see that little green leaves are
trying to show up.

In our New Year happiness,
we must admit that we have
not forgotten our lost ones and
especially our martyrs. We
have not forgotten the families
of the innocent victims either.
Neither we have forgotten the
so many prisoners in different
parts of the world!

Today I was thinking about all
executed young or old victims.
I do not know any of them, but
I feel the pain of their loved
ones. | know they did not have
a happy Noruz. The taste of
the sweets noghl and Baghla-
va tasted bitter in their mouths.
I hope that all mighty God will
give them comfort, patience,
and the courage to carry their
heavy load till the end of their
lives!. -

I do not know them, but I
would like them to know that
we all think about their dear
lost ones and pray for them.
As I was writing these words,
I remembered two other in-
dividuals that I did not know
them personally, but their
stories have touched me for
many years. [ sometimes think
of their fates and feel the pain
of their families. I know many
years have passed and proba-
bly their parents have already
joined their loved one, but
there are probably other fam-
ily members, siblings, rela-
tives, and friends who still
remember them, especially in
different holiday seasons.

Few years ago, [ visited a new-
lywed friends. They seemed
very nice couple. After din-
ner, | realized that something
was wrong between them.
They were married for some
time and had everything, a
nice house, successful busi-
ness that the couple had creat-
ed and were working together
and the love that they had for
each other, all these in a nor-
mal situation had to guarantee
a happy life. But it was evident
that something was missing.
Finally I asked them what was
the matter and she said that her
husband with all that he has is
depressed all the time and he
has to use medications that the
side effects is ruining their life!
We started talking and finally
he opened and told us the real
reason of his depression. He
said things happened to him
in Iran that he was not able
to forget. No medication was
helping him and he has been
like this almost since the Is-
lamic Revolution. Sometimes
he was not able to sleep, and if
he did, he woke up in the mid-
dle of the night by nightmares.
I asked him to share his story
with us maybe we could find a

solution and he told us the fol-
lowing story:

“I started my military services
six months before the Islamic
Revolution in 1979. Our base
was located in Kermanshah.
After a few days of service,
I realized that we are in the
middle of a chaos. There was
no real responsible or chief
or even military order in the
base. No one knew what was
going to happen next. Soon
many high-ranking officers
stopped showing of or disap-
peared. Ordinary soldiers left
the base and returned to their
homes. We were a small group
of new recruits that needed
to get over with our military
service so that we could ob-
tain our passports in case we
decided to leave the country.
We remained in the base and
did what we were asked to do.
At nights, there were only six
of us who rounded and safe-
guarded the base the entire
night!

The incident that I am telling
you happened at the few be-
ginning weeks after the revo-
lution.

There was a very kind, po-
lite and serious officer by the
name of major - Sargord Pari-
yar. He was our chief who
continued even in those chaos
situations training us like in
the old days of Shah. Every
morning we stayed online, and
he visited our uniforms and
corrected us to what he was
used to in the past. But even
then, no one knew what was
going to happen next. Ordi-
nary people, soldiers, and pro
- Khomeini individuals were
going and coming. Orders
were spreading mixed mes-
sages and anyway this situa-
tion continued for six months
and then the Islamic revolu-
tion happened. The situation

became worst. No one knew
what to do and who to listen
to. The unknown situation was
so bad that even the higher of-
ficers did not know what to do,
everything was confusing for
a long time! Our group and
responsible stayed the same
but soon odd looking people
were recruited and joined us.
The new commers dressed up
as they wished, and some even
were not shaving and were not
obeying or staying correctly in
line in the mornings. Almost
three weeks after the revolu-
tion, little by little more scary
ones joined us but no one
dared to say anything to them.
By just looking at their faces,
their bullying attitude creat-
ed fear in us. Major Parisar
remained on his post and his
requirement stayed the same,
although more pro-Islamist
individuals were admitted in
our ranks. One morning as we
stood in line for the habitual
exercises, three new recruits
joined us with long facial hair
and unbuttoned shirts. The
major told them that they were
engaged in military and should
behave and obey the regula-
tions and requirements of the
army. They were expected to
appear the next day shaved and
dressed up with their uniforms
like a real soldier. One of them
and then the two others joined
their friend and replied rudely
that they were soldiers under
Islamic Republic. They were
told that in Islam men do not
shave. The major replied po-
litely, then they should present
their services in the mosques
instead of army base. The
conversation stopped and we
were all dispersed.

At lunch time in the cafeteria
like usual the major joined us
with his tray of lunch and as
we were eating and talking,
suddenly the three men en-

tered the cafeteria and walked
directly towards the major.
Before anyone could move,
say, or do anything, one of
the men pulled back the head
of the major and the next one
pulled out a sharp knife out
of his pocket and without
any hesitation cut the neck of
the major in the presence of
all of us. Suddenly his warm
red blood poured all around
and on us. No one moved or
reacted, even me. We were
shocked, hypnotized by fear
and by their evil act and we
all turned to marble statues,
although we all respected and
loved this kind man. Then
all the three men pulled out
his bloody body and later we
learned that they had hung
him from his legs on the
height of a nearby mountain in
“ Padegane Miran.” We were
all sick all day, but no one talk-
ed or did anything. The other
chiefs and responsible of the
base did nothing. The three as-
sassins walked and ate among
us like usual as if nothing had
happened. No one punished
them or even said anything to
them, as if nothing had hap-
pened. A kind innocent man
had lost his life for what? For
facial hair, for fanatism or for
idealism? A few soldiers went
to visit his dead body hanging
there all day. I did not go and
even [ was not able to sleep at
night. I had washed his blood
off my body and uniform, but

I could still feel the warmth of en

his blood on my face and skin
everywhere.
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The next morning, we learned X

that the major’s body was sto-
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len at night and probably taken

to his family, but no one knew
who and when they had done
it! This happened in spring
just three weeks after the rev-
olution. Maybe it was major’s
blood that helped the red tulips
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