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Mitra Navabi

Lord of Fear

And Man made his gods in his own image

Then as he glanced at his lord

He became terrified

For he saw his own reflection in his god

He saw hatred, greed and hypocrisy staring him in the eye
He saw vengeance, his own vengeance ,

Out to get him

So he knelt and prayed to the lord of fear

So that he would be spared.

Moshtaq Isfahani*
Translated by: Reza Saberi

1

As I appeared, like a pearl, from a drop of water
I hid myself, like a rear pearl,inside an oyster.

I was unconscious in the harem of nonexistence,
I woke up and went to sleep again.

2
O birds, when you are joyfully flying in the meadow,
And in all excitement, singing your songs of joy,

S Fly around that box-tree ¢ ypress

= And have a sympathy for the captives of the cage.

3
Wherever | am, tears wash my face.

Wherever you go, delight follows you.

Wherever | am, grief rains from the sky

Wherever you are, excitement grows from the earth.

01 98ed {1 JOA € ON

*D. 1758C.E.

Mandana Zandian

Loneliness

Losing yourself

in an oceans nest

and grasping the feeling of thirst
from memory, not breaking,
abandoning yourself to love

in the desire for a glance,
making the fortress of silence.

Sprouring again

blossoming

shooting forth

growing again, to the fullest.

Purring baskets full of budding light

in the hands of your days

as would the fountain of the sun

and passing by with no regret- lips shut.

Bearing the silence of songs in patience
anticipating as much as the warm desert air
saying nothing but nothing

running your heart to nothing!

Living like mirrors, without color, without sound
nor breaking yourself

free,frank fleeting

heavenly blue

flying to the edge

returning to yourself.

From the book « An Eyeful Of Earth,An Eyeful Of
Occeany
Translated by:A,K, Hakkak
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groups with high academic
rate and secular attitudes;
high percentage of Iranians
consider themselves either
Non-Moslems or belonging to
any other religion(i.e. atheist).

[11]

Iranian culture and identity
have stronger roots than
islam. The construction of
Iranian culture is partly based
on Zoroastrian teaching that
intends to educate tolerance,
love and humanity to construe
a philanthropic personal and
social spirit. The Faravahar
is one of the best-known
representative pre-islamic
symbols of Iranian culture.
Despite  its traditionally
religious nature, it has become
a secular and cultural symbol
for Iranians; even after the
Arabic-Islamic occupation of
Iran(651 A.D) Zoroastrianism
and its values continued to
be part of Iranian culture,
advocating an ancient moral
code that is a threefold motto
of “good thoughts, good words
and good deeds”; it simplifies
comprehension of the pure
and humanistic ancient Iranian
mindset and means the purest
essence in thoughts, words
and deeds are pillars that
need to be practiced in life
as a fundament that leads to
a serene life and peaceful
coexistence with the self and
the others. This threefold also
indicates that “wisdom” is
the key in life accompanied
by good behavior and good
words that regenerate good
mind. Whereas Islam defines
its reality through pain, grief,
death, suffering, intimidation
and subservience, the Iranian
5> culture and our maturity is
N characterized by happiness,
& altruism, moral and ethics
'Z and quite contrary to islamic
© mindset, the Iranian mindset
advocates mutual respect,
§ fairness, empathy, positivism,
— loving life and mother nature.
1t is a culture which has
S naturally grown so mature
@ over 7000 years of civilization
0 in relation with the natural
laws and perseverance. The
Iranian philanthropic poem
of Saadi Shirazi(13th Century

A.D.) that reflects this Iranian
mindset became a motto and
guidepost which is inscribed
on the gate of the United
Nations building in New
York since 2005 because it
emphasises altruism, equality,
unity and interdependence
in mankind regardless of
religion, ethnicity, nationality,
social barriers or labels as
following: “Human beings
are members of a whole, In
creation of one essence and
soul, If one member is afflicted
with pain, Other members
uneasy will remain, If you
have no sympathy for human
pain, The name of human you
cannot retain.”’[12]

Islamic mindset hates these
Iranian values utterly not only
because islam has nothing
to offer but also because a
devilish mindset based on
metaphysics,  superstitions,
deception, glorification of
death and violence needs
higher targets to annihilate in
order to be able to reach self-
approval and justification for
itself. Each philanthropic way
of life is capable of developing
a natural equilibrium with its
surrounding environment and
coexist with it. [slam —likewise
other totalitarian ideologies—
is incapable to do so! It
seeks to penetrate into any
balanced milieu and exploit
and consume that environment
to expand and spread until all
resources are used up; and the
only way for its survival is to
invade a new environment
with further resources to
plunder and to destroy. There
is also another organism on
this planet which exactly
follows the same pattern:
It is a “virus”! Therefore
whenever Iranians are labeled
a muslim or associated to this
satanic religion, it is an insult
to our dignity, our identity
and our intellect; it is also a
repulsive remark and slander
which stigmatizes us as “the
cause of disease and source
of viciousness” that we had
to not only suffer from but
also to fight it to survive over
centuries. Islam and islamic
mindset are the main reason

why many Iranians have to
leave their motherland and
settle down in exile and
diaspora around the world.
We are muhareb and infidel
and must be penalized with
death sentence according to
sharia! Whereas many seek
asylum in liberal countries
because of poverty in their
homeland, Iranians normally
do not belong to the category
of “economical refugees” but
they are “political refugees”
who have to flee all savage
persecutions of sharia for
being secular or atheist.

Surely I have hard and broad
criticism to make about Iran
and the Iranian society and
do not intend to sterilize or
crystallize Iran as a perfect
utopia, but it is absolutely
factual that Iranian mindset
is nothing like the dark and
dreadful islamic mindset. |
do acknowledge that some
Iranians are infected by the
islamic virus and have lost the
mental compass of identity
and decency, however those
are the collateral damage
who deserve to be ignored
especially as the current
uprising of the Iranian Z-
Generation clearly underlines,
a solid new generation in Iran
has blossomed again from the
giantand ancient tree of Iranian
culture which disapproves the
dark, primitive and diabolic
islamic mindset. The Iranian
“national resurrection” is the
most efficient antidote against
the virus of islam.

The fact that international
community under leadership
of west has been contributing
consecutively to installation of
islamic states in the world(the
last of them Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan ruled under
neotaliban) indicates the deep
confusion in their think-tanks
and the role that so called
“moderate muslims” play on
their side in favor of islamic
expansion. The current Iranian
uprising also proves how
wrong they think and how
much nescience they really
have about themselves as well
as about islam.

(I will appreciate
your feedbacks via:
fullybulletproof@gmail.com )
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Mahmoud Zendeh Roudi,
better known by his artistic
name (Zendeh) has been liv-
ing in France for 44 years and
has been living in Le Cres for
over 30 years. His works have
been exhibited in many na-
tional and international mu-
seums. The city of Le Cres is
honored to display the works
of this Iranian artist from
March 21 to May 31, 2023
in the beautiful hall (Agora).
Here he has talked about his
art to a French Joumnalist:
How did you become a
painter?

I was bornin Iran. when I
was studying, although I was
interested in painting and I
collaborated with my brother
Hossein Zendeh Rudi, an in-
ternationally known painter,
but I turned to the profession
of journalism.

In 1978, due to the circum-
stances, I left Iran for France
and devoted myself to the art
profession.

How can you describe your
painting, which is beyond the
classic and usual techniques,
mostly with materials, and in
carving, engraving, it even
comes close to sculpture and
stonework?

I followed my goal, I tried to
do something that others have
not done. This is how I was
led to collage, to use various
materials, to create a body of
paper paste that is handmade
by me, and to achieve a prom-
inent painting and sculpture,
my works will be displayed
in the museums of the four

corners of the world. They are
not classifiable in the world,
they are a combination of all
kinds of materials, collage,

embossing, sculptures on
paper dough, and cylindrical
columns made of paper.

A large part of your paint-
ings are devoted to callig-
raphy, what is its meaning?
I have studied calligraphy
from the perspective of paint-
ing and 1 have freed my-
self from the meaning of
words and text. I have
captured the free movement
of an illegible writing. I have
kept the symbol of the writ-
ing in order to elevate the
calligraphy-painting ~ with
the help of this very ancient
and well-established art of
today, without any rules and
laws. In an aesthetic and
completely personal expres-
sion, the letter (word) be-
comes a work of art, which
can be sculpted, silent and
muted, shrouded in mystery.

In this exhibition, you have
showed us some spell-break-
ing busts.

Yes, according to the beliefs
of the Islamic world, during
the battle, the horsemen of
the 14th and 15th centuries
used to make written and
painted busts in concrete,
which according to them had
the ability to break spells.
And they had a bad fate. This
matter was brought to my
attention, and to illustrate it,
I used my personal view of
the Iranian style (sagakhane)
and made some torsos: the
motifs and drawings of signs,
seals, calligraphy, and what-
ever you find in the paintings
of the Saqakhane style, you
will find in the torsos sewn
by me. These spell-breaking
clothes were supposed to be
displayed in the Metropolitan
Museum of New York project
in 2020, which was prevented
by Covid-19.

As you read in the interview
ofartist Zendeh Roudi with a
French journalist, this exhibi-
tion is open to art lovers from
March 21 to May 31.2023 in
the Agora Hall in Le Cres, in
the south of France and on
the beautiful Mediterranean
coast.

Although we congratulated <
Master Zendeh Roudi on his =
80th birthday over the phone, S
we once again wish him g
brighter years with perfect Z
health. "
See more pictures from this
gallery in persian section.
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By: Michael Mobasheri (M.Sc. Psychology) — Germany

Understanding Devils Language
Wﬁy many Tranians ﬁ:e[ cﬁ'enc[ecf Ey Eeing labeled a muslim-Part2

The part of a person that
thinks, wills and especially
reasons is named “Mind”. The
established set of beliefs and
attitudes held by someone is
called Mindset. It determines
expression and behavioral
patterns, outlook and
worldview. Thus behavior and
language are mirrors of mind
and reflect its content and
how someone’s mind is (pre-)
arranged.

To illustrate this essence I
would like to introduce a case;
February 2019 a video clip of
a pathetic Arab-French name
Berand-Henri Lévy in Fox
News of USA was broadcasted
to introduce his ludicrous
conspirative  book  “The
Empire and The Five Kings”.
There he claims that “Iran was
renamed since March 1935
from Persia to Iran by Reza
Shah (it means Majesty Reza
Pahlavi the Great, the Iranian
King 1925 — 1941) to please
Hitler which was a direct order
by the German embassy of
the time in Tehran, to shape
a fascist Aryan alliance...”!
He says: ,lIran has a very
dark Aryan background from
fascism era till today which is
embedded in Iranian DNA...”.
[1] This comment is not a
metaphor or analogy but an
impudent projective remark
which is produced by a certain
mind: a sinister paranoid
mind. This wretched charlatan
is obviously a psychopathic
pseudo-intellectual and
therefore too abject for me
to waste my time on and
rebut him. I only settle for
referring his paranoid sick
mind, his hideous racist
language and swindler attitude
that obviously resemble a
nazi-mindset and qualify
him truly to stand exactly in
the same row with the nazis

more than anyone else —not to
mention his preposterous body
language, apparent affiliation
to racial ideology and his racist
thinking style! His sordid
mindset matches the insolent
Anti-Iranian mindset of the
sharia-adherent Muslims and
especially the Khomeinist
Mullahs!

Prince Reza Pahlavi refused to
meet with Bernard-Henri Lévy
when attending an interview
with RTL-Studio in France,
even told his bodyguards to
not allow this man near him
because Lévy has repeatedly
lied about Iranian history and
systematically distorts history
to fuel his balkanization plans
and boosts specific Kurdish
separatist politgangs. This
meaningful and smart move
by Prince Reza Pahlavi must
be certainly very humiliating
for a megalomaniac charlatan
like him. That Massumeh
Alinejad doesn’t feel bothered
to meet up with Lévy and posts
photographs of their meeting
on her social media channels
reflects who  Massumeh
Alinajad is and what mindset
she actually represents!

Amir Taheri the prestigious
historian, senior journalist,
political analyst and chairman
of the think—tank Gatestone—
Institute has already countered
Lévy and other dregs of
intellectual world like him in a
detailed essay based on factual
documents and historical
evidences with the title:
“ANALYSIS; Hitler and Reza
Shah: Mullahs and Pro-Israel
Writers  Sing Together”.[2]
I recommend every genuine
intellectual and my intelligent
readers to study Amir Taheri’s
essay for the reason that his
essay interconnects this abject
repressive  and  projective

neocolonialist mindset with
the equivalent repulsive
islamic mindset profoundly
and accurately.  Matthias
Kuentzel, a German political
scientist and an excellent
intellectual reflects also this
part of Iranian history without
bias in his book “Germans
and Iran, The Past and Present
of a Faithful Friendship”.
The Persian translation of
this book is also available
online and free of charge.
Kuentzel’s book and Taheri’s
essay both illustrate perfectly
how the rotten European
post-colonialist mindset
complements the vicious
totalitarian islamic mindset in
order to find a common ground
for alleviation of mutual
identity—diarrhoea(!)

sksksk
The  oppressive  islamic
states around the world

refer their actions to islamic
law(sharia). Sharia is not
a passive worldview but it
dictates a certain mindset
which is dominantly
apparent in language and
deeds of its followers and
sympathizers. According to
sharia, defending islam and
the islamic-state-ideology by
means of oppression, slander,
lie and deceit is proper and
legitimate. For instance this
mindset is manifest in doctrine
of Fatwa (fatwa), which is
a religious decree or ruling
by an islamic cleric based on
deduction and referring to the
four sources of islamic law:
the Koran, the sunnah(means
tradition and refers to conduct
of prophet Mohammed),
ijma(consensus), and aql(the
intellect —which is de facto
a subjective interpretation
conform to sharial) using
the methodology of

Ijtihad(clerical expertise in
islamic jurisprudence); The
ruling which he ascertains
is called a fatwa.[3] The
authorization to issue a fatwa
is reserved and restricted to
islamic clerics of higher status
who have the monopoly as
well as legitimacy to drive
from sharia and islamic
jurisprudence  attached to
sharia to proclaim formal
rulings or interpretations on
a point of islamic law. One
of the verses in koran that is
appealed to in order to show
the reliability of fatwas, is the
following:”...and we did not
send before you any but men
to whom we sent revelation
—so ask the followers of
the reminder if you do not
know”(Koran 16:43). Thus
a fatwa is a universally
applicable  religious  law
concerning a particular issue.
From the sharia perspective,
obedience of a fatwa is
obligatory. Most of oppressive
actions and manslaughter
for cause of islam are issued
under the doctrine of fatwa.
Khomeini referred to these
methods as the “traditional
jurisprudence.”[4] In
jurisprudence references, the
rulings regarding fatwa are
discussed in the chapter of
Ijtehad and Taglid. Muslims
are called to have a “Marja-
e-Taglid”(i.e. source  of
emulation) which is supposed
to be a cleric or an “islamic
jurist” who practices ijtihad.
The word Taglid means “choke
collar or leash” that a muslim
must wear to be obedient to
islam and the enforcers of
islamic law; Thus islam seeks
obviously to leash its followers
to produce a submissive
mass that is ruled by clerical
who drive “legal rules, make
inferences compliant with
sharia, interpret sharia and

==

issue decrees to steer society!”
Thus to islam the society is
basically a horde of cattle
without self-determination
right. However it is important
to know that a fatwa is not a
fixed decision or decree and
can change, be revised or
revoked due to circumstances,
especially when required for
the “cause of islam” or holding
the power. In this way fatwa is
always based on sharia, while
taking into account the general
islamic principles, goals and
prevailing circumstances.
Therefore such a ruling
remains in place as long as
those circumstances prevail
and can change or be revoked
if  circumstances  change.
When ayatollah Khamenei or
muslim rulers and leaders of
Arab countries declare that
production and utilization of
mass destruction weapons
are forbidden per fatwa,
it means they keep a door
open for themselves to be
able to revoke or revise that
very fatwa anytime after
acquisition of such weaponry.
A fatwa is not always a death
fatwa but is also deployed in
diverse fields. Nevertheless
considering the ambiguity
character of fatwa, what most
fatwas have in common is the
coercion, subjugation as well
as deception intent behind
them. It indicates the real
spirit of islam and the dark and
primitive mindset that islam
means to exert via sharia.

fkk

According to islamic law
those who reject the sharia
are “Muhareb” which means
“Fighting God and his
prophet(Mohammad)”. It is a
capital crime penalize by death
sentence. Koran 5:33 defines
this crime as following: ,,The
punishment of those who
wage war against Allah and
His Messenger, and strive with
might and main for mischief
through the land is: execution,
or crucifixion, or the cutting
off of hands and feet from
opposite sides, or exile from
the land: that is their disgrace
in this world, and a heavy

punishment is theirs in the
Hereafter”[5]; however
the allegation of muhareb
is also based on subjective
interpretation of sharia and
“islamic scholars” are free to
interpret and allocate basically
any action to this category
of crime and use principle of
fatwa to proclaim a decree
and agitate their disciples
to implement it. All islamic
schools and sects agree on
this policy. One of the most
famous shiite fatwas is the
“Death Fatwa” of ayatollah
Khomeini  proclaimed in
1989 against Salman Rushi.
It was finally carried out by
a  sharia-adherent muslim
on August 2022. Nagib
Mahfouz the Egyptian islam
critical intellectual survived

an  assassination  attempt
on October 1994 followed
by a sunnite proclaimed

“Death Fatwa” of Omar
Abdel-Rahman. Not only the
slightest criticism of islam is
understood as “fight against
god” or “blasphemy” but
also any idea or manner that
pose hindrance to practice of
sharia and authority of islam
are included. The penal code
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran states that the crime of
“muharebeh” is realized “when
protest actions are carried
out in public and the person
has the ability to threaten
public security”.[6] The sharia
mindset asserts even the
belief or having the intention
to conduct or goad rejection
of sharia and islam would be
enough to be considered a
“muhareb”.[7] Thus refusing
to wear islamic hidjab by
women and protesting against
it, is a threat to public security
according to islamic clerical.
This mindset made of fallacies
and medieval viewpoints
incarnates a ruthless theocratic
totalitarian  system  which
claims to have the absolute
right to rule the world. This
toxic mindset is what they
intend to impose particularly
on children and youth in an
attempt to maximize the size of
a subservient mass to progress
expansion of islam worldwide.
1979 when Khomeini was

asked how he will export his
islamic revolution across the
world without an army, he
answered: “my soldiers are at
this moment in their mother’s
wombs!”

*k ok

The current uprising in Iran is
more than just a courageous
act of protest or civil
disobedience. Considering the
mindset of the sharia-adherent
regime, it is the rejection
of islam and sharia in its
entirety. Therefore there is no
wonder that the regime and its
henchmen crackdown Iranians
uncompromisingly who reject
this medieval mindset. The
chain poisoning in mainly
girls’ schools with chemical
agents in nearly 31 provinces
of Iran is manifestation of the
devil’s mind. After the uprising
accelerated in  September
2022, many young children
spontaneously launched a
campaign by tearing up the
pictures of Khomeini and
Khamenei and verses of
koran from their schoolbooks,
removed their pictures from
the walls in their classrooms
and girls refused to wear hidjab
at schools. According to sharia
mindset they are therefore
muhareb and a “threat to islam
& public security”, so they
deserve to be punished just like
ayatollah Khamenei explicitly
ordered their punishment by
a fatwa on October 2022.
[8] It is important to mention
that the resistance spirit of
Iranians is due to the fact
that a tremendous portion of
Iranian population disdains
islam, its ideology and the
sharia, and brings up and
educates their children based
on the Iranian cultural codex
and ancient Iranian humanistic
ethics which has its roots in
the Iranian history, especially
the part before the rise of
a virus name islam! This
spirit is the result of a mature
humanistic = mindset  and
capable of surpassing the dark
retrogressive islamic mindset.
Mullahs are very much afraid
of it. Iranians shout:“we will
stay, we will fight, we will
retrieve our Iran” during the

protests while the regime
henchmen shoot them with
live ammunition. This alone
indicates the consciousness
that the Iranian identity
renders, which advocates
exactly the opposite dark and
hideous islamic mindset. The
Iranian mindset rejects the
medieval sharia, its misogynist

attitude and  misanthrope
mindset.

If you relinquish factual
documents and  historical

research, there are various
up-to-date and actual surveys
which confirm my claim
and avow evidently that a
considerable = majority  of
Iranians do not consider
themselves as “muslims”.
As well many Iranians
endorse the division between
religion and state, which
supports  either secularism
or laicism attitude. A recent
survey confirms”68% of the
Iranian population believes
that religious prescriptions
should be excluded from state
legislation, even if believers
hold a parliamentary majority.
Only 32% of the population
identifies as Shi’ite Muslim,
43% agrees with a blanket
prohibition for all religions
against proselytizing and 56%
do not want their children to
receive religious education at
school.”[9] A further survey
from February 2023 indicates:
“Regarding the nationwide
protests of the past months,
80% of those inside the
country support the protests;
67% believe the protests
will succeed, Respondents
outside Iran overwhelmingly
support the protests; of these,
90% think they will succeed;
In response to the question
“Islamic Republic: Yes or
No?” 81% of respondents
inside the country responded
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“No” to the Islamic Republic, =
15% responded “Yes,” and 4% 3
were not sure. Of the Iranian >
respondents abroad [i.e. living <t

in exile], 99% responded “No,”
opting against the Islamic .
Republic.”[10] A  Survey
from  Germany (BAMEF,
2020) identifies Iranians as
an exceptional immigrant
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By: Dr.Rosemary Cohen

FIGIS BRFAIEHE

The longer I live in America,
the more I miss the traditions
we practiced in the good old
days in Iran, traditions we
were critical of back then. I
am sure that nowadays tech-
nology and modernism has
influenced the lifestyle of Ira-
nians and changed their inter-
personal relationship to each
other. But (maybe) I am sure
some of those traditions con-
tinue to exist. When we were
young, we envied the mode
de vie and the lifestyle of the
people abroad and dreamt of
living like them. We looked
down on our elders and crit-
icized their habits. With the
passage of time, | have come
to appreciate our elders and
realize that they were quoting
proverbs, passing on the tradi-
tions, and the wisdom of past
generations; traditions which
lays greater emphasis on be-
havior, respect, understanding
and human dignity than many
academic centers of America
today. We have always been
welcoming and gracious to-
wards visitors and strangers.
Ever since the times of king
Kourush the great, (Cyrus )
the Iranians have been known
for their generosity, hospitali-
N ty and kindness, qualities they
£ have shown more often to their
g guests and to strangers rather
4 than to their own family mem-
§ bers, relatives, and friends. We
- grew up hearing that guests are
_g sent by God. We are still in-
go fluenced by past stories about
:: hospitality, stories we read in
Torah, Bible, and Koran and in
many other sources. We have

witnessed it whenever our
parents offered the best they
had at home to unannounced
guests. I remember that my
grandmother made jam from
fresh fruits in summer and
kept them on shelves in the
basement for our consump-
tion but some of the bottles
were reserved for unexpected
guests in the future. [ have met
a few of my parents’ friends
here in America who remem-
bered being served hot tea in
tall shiny glasses and jam, figs
in a transparent sweet syrup,
looking like shiny jewels in a
jar, at our home. They could
still recall the delicious flavor
of the figs, the spices, and the
perfumes that my grandmother
had added to them. But if the
guests arrived during lunch or
dinner time, a family member
would run to the closest gro-
cery store to buy the necessary
ingredients to prepare a food
that was good enough to offer
to our guests! This reminds
me of an event that happened
to us during a visit to a village
in Iran.

Dr. Vadiei who was the dean
of the faculty of cooperative
studies at the time, invited the
French professor, Henri Des-
roche, a renowned sociologist
from Paris, to give lectures, on
the topic of cooperative soci-
eties and development, to the
Teheran University students,
faculty members and the re-
search team. The subject was
very much in demand. This
was the years after the White
Revolutions when the farm-
ers had become landowners.
Since they had always worked
for their landlords, they lacked

the knowledge of organiza-
tion, distribution, and busi-
ness. They needed much help
and guidance to take care of
their newly obtained lands and
crops and all the additional
problems they were sudden-
ly facing. At that time, I was
working simultaneously in
the faculty with Dr. Vadiei,
and on my doctorate thesis,
with Professor Henri Des-
roche. (Professor Desroche
has written numerous books
on the sociology of religion
and cooperative systems and
movements. He has also creat-
ed his research center at Ecole
Pratique des Hautes Etudes.) |
was in charge of travelling to
some of the villages with the
professor so that he could get
a first-hand knowledge of the
situation of the Iranian farm-
ers. This encounter was noth-
ing like his vast experience
in the field to date, though he
had written widely about Af-
rican, South American, and
European agricultural soci-
eties and villages that he had
come across. We travelled and
visited as many villages as
we could in a brief time. We
talked to many men and wom-
en. I translated questions and
answers. Among all the peo-
ple that we met, one woman,
stands out and she has stayed
in my mind till this day. She
was a widow whom we met
in a small village near Kashan.
She lived in a mud hut. She
worked for a rug factory as
a weaver, from a very young
age. As we look around, we
saw an old gelim (kilim) cov-
ering a small part of the mud
floor, on which I guess she and

her son were sleeping. (Later
I met the daughter of the of
the rug factory owner in Paris.
As it was the fashion in those
days, she sympathized with
the Iranian revolution. Yet she
always dressed up in the latest
fashion, bought from famous
Parisienne boutiques. Her fa-
ther was a famous rug export-
er and wealthy businessper-
son. I asked her “Why don’t
you ask your father to be fairer
towards his employees. Why
doesn’t he pay them a higher
salary and provide them with
medical insurance! Isn’t this
the first step towards the real
revolution if you are looking
for the betterment of the life of
the people?)

The widow told us that her
husband had died of cancer, a
few years earlier. As she spoke
tears gathered in her eyes. She
added that if they had had
enough money or health insur-
ance, he could have received
a better treatment and maybe
he would still be alive. As we
looked around, we saw that
she did not have much pos-
sessions. I asked about her ev-
eryday life and the food they
consumed. She said she was
grateful to Allah for she had
a chicken that laid an egg ev-
ery day, for her son to eat. But
their main food was bread and
potatoes. Then I asked about
her work condition. Again, she
was grateful that her eyesight
had not deteriorated so she
was able to see the designs and
colors and continue weaving. |
understood what she meant as
the two Rug weaving studios

that we had visited earlier that
e

day, were newly built. They
were clean but there were no
windows, electricity, or air
conditioning! The roof was
built like a pointed dome.
At its pic-point there was an
opening like a window, which
was also the only source of air
and light. We asked the super-
visor why there were no win-
dows. He answered that some-
times the desert wind was very
strong, therefore it was not
advisable to have windows.
The women told me that many
of the younger weavers who
had worked there had died at
a young age because they had
little food. In addition, they
were enclosed in a room the
entire day, where the fine hair
and dust from the wool entered
in their lungs. We thanked the
woman for her time. As we
were leaving, she insisted
that we stayed for lunch. As
I translated her request, the
professor went wide eyed. He
could not believe his ears. He
was curious to know how and
with what she wanted to make
the lunch with. I translated the
question. She answered in all
sincerity, that if we gave her
the honor to cook for us, while
we were visiting around, she
would immediately kill her
chicken and make a delicious
dish for us. I got very upset
and asked her: ““ Are you out
of your mind? You just told us
that the eggs are the only good
food that your son has. How
can you take it away from
him? How can you even think
of doing such a thing?” She
replied: “You are my guests;
guests represent God’s pres-
ence. We must be kind to the
guests!” We thanked her but
she kept insisting. We tried to
give her some money to buy a
gift for her son, but she got up-
set and refused. She said with

tears in her eyes, that she was
not a beggar!

On his return to Paris Profes-
sor Desroche, wrote an article
about his trip and mentioned
the unusual hospitality of this
woman. Some years later after
the eruption of Islamic Revo-
lution, Dr. Vadiei after many
sufferings and hardship, ar-
rived in Paris. Upon his arriv-
al, he started looking for a job.
As 1 previously mentioned,
Dr. Vadiei and the Faculty of
Cooperative Studies had given
Professor Desroche the royal
reception. He was registered
at one of the better hotels and
was invited to the best restau-
rants. He went on guided tours
to a few historical cities and
villages. On the day of his de-
parture according to the Irani-
an tradition, he and his family
were offered gifts and souve-
nirs from Iran. I thought if I
let Professor Desroche know
that Dr. Vadiei has managed
to arrive in Paris, he would
invite Dr. Vadiei to have din-
ner or at least invite him to a
nice restaurant in Paris and
would be even honored to hire
such a knowledgeable person
to join the faculty. I was sad-
dened, and surprised because
he did nothing. I then asked
him to employ Dr. Vadiei and
reminded him that Dr. Vadiei
had vast knowledge of so
many different subjects. His
answer was: “ Yes, you are
right, I realized it in Iran. and I
am aware how knowledgeable
he is; but unfortunately, I can-
not pay him the salary that he
deserves.” I insisted and said:
“Pay him the salary you would
pay any another researcher or
lecturer. Right now, he has
gone through so many diffi-
culties and is new in the coun-
try, anything will help him to
shine again and get back what

he deserves.” But the profes-
sor stayed firm in his decision
and belief, he did not offer any
position, nor did he invite him
at least for a cup of coffee! 1
loved and respected Professor
Desroche. He had been very
kind and supportive of me and
of so many foreign or French
students. The respect I had for
his knowledge has stayed the
same, but I regret to say that,
although he was a quiet man,
very kind, towards his wife,
children, and his students, yet
as a human being he disap-
pointed me. Probably I was
judging him by Iranian stan-
dards or traditions and expect-
ed him to repay kindness with
kindness. I was expecting that
he would feel the same obliga-
tion we Iranians have, to repay
our dues to people who have
been good to us in its proper
time. Like the

proverb says: “Do good deeds
and throw it in Dagleh (river),
God will pay you back in the
desert.”

True, the proverb does not
specify who will repay your
kindness. In the warm and
lonely desert, you will be
helped by another person! I
think many of us have been
disappointed by people who
have not returned our kindness
with kindness when we were
in need. But we received help
from an unexpected source
anyhow! Dr. Vadiei would
shine anywhere. An educated
and knowledgeable person
always shines even in dark-
ness. Actually, he never asked
Professor Desroche for help.
Maybe he knew in advance
the meaning of this proverb
which I only learned through
pain. I also learned that even
if Professor Desroche met
thousands of women like the
widower in the village, or

thousands of hospitable in-
dividuals like Dr. Vadiei, his
spirit would never elevate in
generosity to the level of a
simple Iranian traditions. Gen-
erosity has been one of the
traits of Iranian culture. On the
bus or train, if a person was
eating slices of cucumber or
cherries, they would always
offer to the person sitting next
to them, saying befarmaiid.
This was especially important
if the person was a pregnant
woman since she would be
having cravings. Some mod-
ern Iranian psychologists are
against the [ranian taarof. [ am
not talking about the excessive
taarof, but a moderate one is
very human, kind, and re-
spectful. Unfortunately, most
of these gestures and traditions
disappear with the passage of
time or are abandoned by peo-
ple who immigrate abroad.
While immigrants try to adapt
to the ways of life of their new
home, some of their traditions
together with expressions of
affection and friendliness may
change or disappear in the
process. If they don’t learn
new expressions of warmth,
amiability and love, their re-
lationships may turn cold and
the distance between people
may grow. Children may suf-
fer in particular. They may
search for love and human
contact by joining groups that
may or may not be suitable to
satisfy their need for friendly
relationships. Let’s teach our
old ways to our children. Let’s &
pass on our traditions to the &
future generation as well as to
others. We have learned many =
customs from other national-
ities. It is time that they also
make an effort and learn our
traditions.
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a. We introduced two of

—, Zandieh Brothers in last issue.
© We are honoured to write
N ) .

again something about the
2. older brother of Charlie and
E Christopher Zandieh, who is
B Cameron,a young violinist .

o8ed

™ On Sunday afternoon, March
26th, the New York City mu-
sic community was invited to

the senior graduation recital
of violinist Cameron Zandieh.
Cameron is a graduating se-
nior at the Mannes School of
Music in NYC, having studied
violin since he was 4 years old.
Cameron is an alumni of the
Juilliard School, having spent
5 years at the pre-college pro-
gram from age 12-17. Follow-
ing Juilliard, Cameron attend

ed the University of Michigan
in Ann Arbor for 2.5 years,
after which he transferred to
Mannes for completion of his
Bachelor of Music degree.

For his graduation recital,
Cameron began with the first
two movements of Cesar
Franck’s heart-wrenching Vi-
olin Sonata, accompanied by
his youngest brother Chris-

topher on the piano. (Chris-
topher himself is an accom-
plished concert pianist who
studied piano at Juilliard for
7 years and graduated from
that prestigious institution last
May). He then followed with
the 1st movement of Beetho-
ven’s Violin Sonata No. 7.

After a brief intermission, and
a memorable speech thanking
his parents, grandparents and
his teacher of 11 years, he pro
ceeded to give a brilliant per-
formance of the Brahms Violin
Concerto in its entirety. This
piece is regarded as one of the
4 greatest pillars of violin con-
certo repertoire (along with
the Beethoven, Tchaikovsky
and Mendelssohn concerti),
and Cameron’s performance
was nothing short of astound-
ing and breath-taking.
Following the 40 minute con-
certo, and after an astounding
standing ovation and applause,
Cameron chose as his encore a
solo performance of Dance of
Fire by Persian violinist Bijan
Mortazavi. He presented the
piece not only as a gift to his
grandfather, Majid, who had
instilled the love of music in
his children, but as an homage
to his Persian heritage.
Cameron will be pursuing his
Masters Degree at Manhattan
School of Music in the Fall, as
a student of Nicholas Mann.
He and his two brothers, Char-
lie and Christopher, perform
frequently as soloist and guest
artists in the NYC Tri-State
area, as well as having made
a name for themselves as the
ZANDIEH TRIO. @

BLIND OWL

Written by: Sadeq Hedayat

The book Blind Owl by Sade-
gh Hedayat has been read by
every Iranian who is able to
read and every reader got dif-
ferent impressions of it.

The book “Blind Ow!” in Per-
sian language has been pub-
lished by dozens of publishers
so far, and after 1357, when
Iranians migrated to abroad, it
was also published in Persian
language by the publishers in
different countries.

Blind Owl has been translated
into different languages and
many non-Iranians have also
studied it.

The importance of this book
is that it introduces Sadegh
Hedayat’s writing style to Ira-
nians and non-Iranians and
almost introduces Hedayat as
the father of modermnist Persian
literature.

Recently, the Blind Owl trans-
lated to persian by Iranian
journalist Professor Sasan Ta-
batabai, a professor at Boston
University and Boston Col-
lege, and has been released
to the book market by a rep-
utable publisher such as Pen-
guin. Dr. Tabatabai started
journalism when he was still
a student with Christian Sci-
ence Monitor.At that time, he
was considered the youngest
Iranian journalist abroad. It is
even right to say that he was
even the youngest among his
American counterparts.

Dr. Tabatabai has translated
Blind Owl, so fluently and elo-
quently that the reader almost
experiences the same feeling

they gets when reading the
Persian text.

This book as far as I know
was translated earlier by D.P.
Costello, Naveed Noori,lraj
Bashiri, Porochista Khakpour.
Dr.TabaTabai writes in the in-
troduction to the book:

“Blind Owl is one of the most
important, controversial Ira-
nian novels of the twentieth
century. Written by one of the
greatest [ranian writers of the
twentieth century,Blind Owl
tells a two-part story of an
isolated narrator with a frag-
ile relationship with time and
reality, who relates his own
storyin the first person, in a
string of hazy, dreamlike rec-
ollections.The book is divided
into two main parts, each of
which is followed by a transi-
tional passage that shifts the
time and space of gthe narra-
tive.

In the first part, we are intro-
duced to the unnamed pro-
tagonist, a painter,of pen-case
coverswho lives alone in a
remote and uninhabited area...

The second part of the story
opens with quotation marks
that don’t close until the very
end of the section, reminding
the reader that this is a tes-
tament written down by the
narrator himself...”

This book is available on
AMAZON and major book
stores, and the price for pa-
perback is $14.00.

@

Translated by: Sassan Tabatabai

SADEQ HEDAYAT

BLIND OWL
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Brilliant performance of the
Brahms Violin Concerto at the
Mannes School of Music in NYC

by Cameron Zandieh (next page.)




