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The Hebrew Bible & Archaeology,
(historical review)
by Dr. Homayoon Aram

It is Aunique, documentary,educational and research
book based on the connection between Jewish sacred
writings, and archaeological findings.
The book is in English and Persian, including 18 chap-
ters with color pictures.
The book is a valuable work in order to prove the
authenticity of Torah, Nevi’im and writings.
A book is contentful, which is recommended to be
read more than once.
The price of the book is 38 dollars including postage
in the United States.
To get the book, you can call:
516-466-0955

Or by email address:

liliaram2@gmail.com
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majority of the population
were still illiterate. The coun-
try needed specialists and
professionals in all domains.
The White Revolution’s ag-
gressive modernization pro-
gram was implemented in
Iran from1963 and contin-
ued until 1979. Although all
the proposed projects were
needed and important for the
development of the country,
many of them faced diffi-
culties because of the lack
of knowledge and shortage
of honest and devoted ex-
ecutives. Some recommen-
dations and changes created
animosity and anger among
the very wealthy individuals
who were in the Shah’s cir-
cle of friends, especially the
landowners. I am not going
into details, but many friends
became enemies. Rumors
were spread by the people
who were close to the king
and the queen. After the rev-
olution we learned that many
of his close friends were
working for foreign interests,
i.e., Britain and the USA. My
mother was a very skilled
couturier. She sewed evening
wear for high-class women
and the people at the court. At
first, she was working togeth-
er with a French lady. They
sewed dresses for Queen
Soraya, and the ladies who
attended dinners or festivi-
ties in the palace. My mother
continued sewing at home for
the same customers after the
E French lady stopped work-
51 ing. She had a private atelier,
'z and she had some help. Her
8] customers both loved and
< trusted her. Sometimes when
- I came home from school, 1
+ heard customers tell her their
:% problems and life stories. I es-
@ pecially remember one lady
who was often a guest at the

court. She was clearly jeal-
ous. I heard her say: “Why
should Reza become the fu-
ture king and not my son. He
is more intelligent.” At one
time, one of the rumors that
went around the country was
the birth of the crown prince.
Although people in general
were filled with joy, those
who were envious, spread
the rumor that Reza was not
the child of shah, and they
came up with many figures
as to who his supposed fa-
ther was. Years later, the birth
of the other children proved
the truth. Now looking at the
grown-up Reza, one can see
his resemblance to his father,
the late shah! Charles corona-
tion was a ceremony for all
British people. Though there
were some foreign dignitaries
the emphasis was on the Brit-
ish guests. Once they showed
the prime minister of Canada
and another time the French
president, on TV, one belong-
ing to the Commonwealth
and the other one being the
closest neighbor. I did not see
or hear of Mrs. Biden or any-
one else. It was a ceremony
that brought out their national
identity. It strengthened their
ties to their history. The Brit-
ish people seemed to have
enjoyed Charles’s coronation
and the ceremonies. Some-
how ordinary people are
important in Britain. In Iran,
the emphasis was always on
foreigners! It would be in-
teresting to know how many
Iranians were

among the 500 guest who
attended the coronation cere-
mony and how many among
the 5000 guests who were in-
vited to the garden. One criti-
cism of the celebration of the
2500 years of monarchy in
Iran was: “The government

has spent our money but we
the people did not benefit
from the celebrations!” The
entire time the papers were
announcing that Princess
Ann was attending instead
of the Queen. Why is she
given so much importance?
The shah placed the crown
on his own head and then
he crowned the Shahbanou
Farah, as Napoleon Bonapar-
te had done when he called
himself the emperor. Napo-
leon’s crowning took place
in Notre Dame Cathedral in
Paris. Pope Pius VII handed
Napoleon the crown which
Napoleon placed upon his
own head. Then he crowned
his wife Josephine, Empress
of France. To attract the re-
ligious community, he had
chosen a religious personali-
ty to show them the modesty
towards God. Maybe Shah
could have invited some-
one from the religious com-
munity to show them his be
lief in God and his humility
before the divine. Historic

Mitra navabi

Sanctification our lives

It is time for new beginnings

Beat the drums

Wake the slumbering gods

Let us reach for the stars.

events such royal weddings,
the coronation, queen Eliza-
beth II platinum jubilee etc.,
give the economy an instant
boost. They attract tourism.
They create a market for
memorabilia, souvenirs and
collective. We were in En-
gland when Charles married
Diana. It was crazy. Every-
body had the craze of shop-
ping. Business was boom-
ing. Collectors were buying;
tourists were buying. We still
have the coffee mugs that has
Charles and Diana’s portraits
on them. I do not remember
any object but the stamps and
gold coins as memorabilia of
the Shah and Shahbanou’s
coronation. The political are-
na of our country, Iran, is like
a stormy sea, with some calm
days and some stormy days.
At present, the winds are not
in our favor. Let us bring
about a change. Let us work
together and help each other.
Let us put envy and jealousy
aside, for their poison will kill
us all, and our ship will never

w—-

Let us stretch to the limits of our being
To find the theme of the universe,

To find the Magic,
The mystery
To merge... dance...

And play with what lies beyond our grasp
And witness the birth of a new god

And bring him back with us

To sanctify our lives

come to shore. Let us count
our blessings; let us enjoy the
sun when it shines. The Brit-
ish people stand behind their
monarch. The crown will be
passed to the next generation.
The country is important not
the individual figures. Their
palaces and ceremonies at-
tract tourists. People travel
to London to see the chang-
ing of the guards in front
of Buckingham Palace and
spend their money there. I re-
member an episode that took
place when I was 11 years
old. Our neighbor had a sister
who was married to a British
diplomat. They had two sons,
the younger one was four and
the older one was nine years
old. I played with the older
one whose name was Dun-
can. Since his father worked
in the Foreign Office, they
travelled a lot. That summer
they had come to visit her
family and were staying with
our neighbor.

We used to play in the yard.
I was curious to learn about
England, so I engaged in
conversation with him. One
day our discussion turned to
Prince Charles. 1 remember
him telling me that he hated
Prince Charles, but I do not
remember his reasons. I told
him that I did not like him ei-
ther. Suddenly Duncan face
became very serious and his
body language changed. In a
serious tone he said: “I can
say that I hate Charles, be-
cause I am British. But you
are not permitted to say that
you dislike him. You have no
right. You are not British!”
Duncan the little boy of nine
years was a trained patriot. |
remember him till this day.
Why don’t we all learn from
him? I hope we have the
courage and freedom to tell

Ardeshir Zahedi

The Iranian Oral History
Project of Harvard Uni-
versity’s Center for Middle
Eastern Studies recently
published the text of an
interview with Ardeshir
Zahedi, the last shah’s son-
in-law who also served as
his ambassador to the Unit-
ed States and the United
Kingdom and as his for-
eign minister. Zahedi died
in 2021 at the age of 93.

The interview was con-
ducted by Habib Lajevardi
in January 1992 at Zahedi’s
villa in Montreux, Switzer-
land, on the condition that
the interview would be pub-
lished only after Zahedi’s
death. Now, almost a year
and a half after his death,
the text of the 27-hour in-
terview was published, re-
vealing new details about
the contemporary history
of Iran under Shah Moham-

our friends and the people we
work with what we think but
at the same time put our envy
and jealousy a side and chose
the right captain for the ship
so he can lead us safely to the

shore. D

mad Reza Pahlavi.

kskok
Ardeshir Zahedi was the
son of General Fazlollah
Zahedi, who replaced the
nationalist Prime Minister
Mohammad  Mosaddegh
following the 1953 coup
d'état that was supported by
the US and the UK.
The interview starts with
how his father, or “papa” as
he calls him, came to know
his mother, the daughter of
Hossein Pirnia, also known
as Motamen al-Molk, the
speaker of the Iranian par-
liament twice, from 1914
to 1925 and from 1928 to
1929. The story goes that,
in 1924, when Reza Khan,
the future monarch who
was at the time a gener-
al and the prime minister,
wanted to enter parliament
in full military uniform but
Pirnia prevented him from
doing so.
In his interview, Zahedi
mentions this event but
says that later his family
grew close to Reza Khan
who took over the throne in
1925.
Zahedi talks about how he

was born by cesarean sec-
tion:“For several days my
grandmother and my aunts
and others prayed...and
eventually it was agreed
that they would pull me out
by force and, as a result I
became known as the ‘long
earlobe’ because apparently
they pulled me by my ear,"
Zahedi says jokingly.

He says his name on his
birth certificate was Ar-
deshir and his religious
name was Fazlollah, like
his father, but originally
they wanted to name him
Dariush. “my father was a
friend of General Yazdan-
panah who had a son by the
name of Dariush who had
recently died. So, to spare
him discomfort, he sent a
telegram,  congratulating @
the birth of ‘Ardeshir’,” Za- &
hedi says.

ks
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Three of our friends are going
through a bitter divorce. Their
wives have decided to leave
their conjugal life. All three
men are in a state of shock and
disbelief. They cannot under-
stand the reason their wives
want to end the twenty years
of their union, bringing sad-
ness, stress, and instability to
everyone involved, especially
to their children. Of course,
they have had their arguments
and misunderstandings like
every other couple. In every
marriage, there is bound to be
disagreements; there is always
a need for adjustment and
compromise. Conflicts arise.
Once they are dealt with, they
are forgotten, and life goes on.
But this time, it was different!
The men were taken by sur-
prise. None of the wives had
previously talked about di-
vorce. They were wondering
if this has become an Ameri-
can phenomenon! In America,
for various reasons, couples
do not get the support and un-
derstanding they need from
family and friends. Women
are unlike the traditional Per-
sian mothers who were self-
less, who put their family’s
interest first, and gave them-
N selves up entirely to the needs
£ of their children and husband.
g Here they have a great deal of
v freedom which is good if used
§ wisely. The three men were
— in disbelief. They were deep-
_g ly miserable. They were still
gg hoping that their wives would
o~ come back to their senses and
change their minds. [ knew
their wives were serious about

Corohation

By: Dr.Rosemary Cohen

divorce. One of them informed
me that she had been thinking
about divorce for some time.
Her mother had persuaded
her to remain in this marriage
for the sake of their children
who were unmarried, and a
divorce could jeopardize their
future. She had forced herself
to remain in this union, but she
could no longer continue. She
had even contacted a divorce
attorney a year ago, who had
advised her how to end up
winning this case and making
the most profit! All the three
husbands are successful med-
ical doctors. They got married
when they were still residents.
They all worked hard, for long
hours, with their wives by their
side. Finally, they became
successful and built a loving
home. They moved from their
small apartments to large,
beautifully decorated man-
sions, with exquisite gardens
and a pool, located in Bever-
ly Hills, Bel Air and Malibu.
Each family has two amazing
children; they are studying in
different colleges but come
home for the holidays. They
are saddened by the prospect
of their parents’ divorce.

Yet having witnessed their
conflicts over a period of time,
they must have anticipated the
outcome on some level.

We met them again, a few days
prior to the British royal coro-
nation. While we were talking,
they asked for our opinion. I
pointed out that women nor-
mally do not wake up in the
morning and for no reason
ask for divorce. There must
have been signs of discontent
which they had ignored. I said
“ You worked hard to give
your families everything. I
am sure that they complained
to you at time, but you did
not really listen to their pleas,
nor did you understand their
needs. You must have asked
yourselves: “Why is she nag-
ging so much? What is there
to complain about? She has
everything, what else does
she want?” You should have
known what was coming. All
I can say is that nobody can
intervene in a couple’s lives.
We can never understand what
someone else is going through.
From a distance I could nev-
er imagine that your lives
would end up in divorce. Now
with my knowledge of you

FE S

and after listening to all that
you have said I can only con-
fer that; “your wives have
caught a virus, the same virus
Iranians caught forty years ago
when they asked for change
of government and replaced
Shah.” Suddenly all three men
laughed from the depth of
their hearts for the first time.
Laughter broke the hold of
their mental preoccupation
with divorce. Their minds
were set free. They seemed
satisfied with my response. |
wish I could ask these women
the same question that I asked
from my Iranian revolution-
ary friends in Paris: “Che,
margetune, khoshi be deletun
zadeh?” (What is wrong with
you, too much happiness has
spoiled you.) I got to watch
Charles’s long-awaited coro-
nation. This ceremony, with
its rituals rooted in the histor-
ical past, was interesting. But
it was a déja vu. I was taken
to the past. I was overcome
with sadness. Subconsciously,
I began to compare the coro-
nation of Charles and Came-
lia to the Shah and Farah’s
coronation in Iran. Here was
a 74 - year - old, new king,
who looked like an old man,
with an old queen consort. Of
course, | do not know any of
them. My personal feelings
are created by just looking at
the new coronation tape and
the old pictures of Shah and
Farah on YouTube. The Shah
assumed the throne in 1921. In
1959, he married Farah Diba
who was a student at that time.
His coronation took place
in 1967, on his forty-eighth

birthday, when Farah Pahlavi
e

was only 29 years old. They
both looked incredibly attrac-
tive, vigorous, full of life and
energy. They were sympathet-
ic, and handsome. Their first-
born son, Reza Pahlavi, was
only seven years old. A very
handsome and wise-looking
child! During the entire cere-
mony he amazed everyone be-
cause he was so well behaved
from the beginning to the end
of the ceremonies. The coro-
nation of King Charles took
place in Westminster Abbey
which is one of the most beau-
tiful historical buildings in
London. The coronation of the
shah took place in the mag-
nificent Grand Mirror Hall of
the Golestan Palace in Tehran.
As its name indicates the hall
is built entirely with carved
mirrors, a different style than
the Westminster Abbey, but
equally, a beautiful historical
building. The garments, capes
and crowns were lavishly dec-
orated with precious stones.
The crowns were works of
art, made by the finest jeweler,
studded with precious stones.
The shah’s crown was used
previously for the coronation
of his father. But as it was the
first time in the modern history
of Iran that a woman was be-
ing crowned as the queen con-
sort, her crown was made by
a famous French jeweler. Both
crowns are displayed in the
Museum of Crowns Jewels in
Tehran. Here I would like to
tell an amusing anecdote. Af-
ter the 1952 Egyptian Revolu-
tion Malek Farouk went into
exile. It is recounted that he
has said “The entire world is in
revolt. Soon there will be only
five Kings left—the King of
England, the King of Spades,
the King of Clubs, the King of
Hearts, and the King of Dia-
monds.” Now it seems that his

predictions are coming close
to the truth. Though every-
body has challenges in life,
king Charles problems, be-
cause of his social position
and because he represents
Britain’s old traditions, are

more complicated. From
childhood he has leamt to act
superior, to keep his distance
and act as if problems do not
exist. He has admitted to hav-
ing a relationship with Cami-
la Parker Bowles while being
married to Diana. In fact, they
have both confessed. Religion
denounces their action. But
with the help of the media and
a powerful PR, public opinion
has turned in their favor. They
were forgiven for their sins.
They married and have now
been coronated in Westmin-
ster Abbey by the Archbishop
of Canterbury. Looking back
in time, we notice that the laws

have become bendable. Ed-
ward VIII had to abdicate to
marry Mrs. Wallis Simpson,
an American divorcee, some-
thing he could not do as the
head of the Anglican Church.
On his abdication the crown
went to his younger brother
King George VI, the grandfa-
ther of king Charles III. Now
only 87 years later, Charles
and Camila, who were having
a relationship with each other
while being married, ascend-
ed to the throne. Camila was

crowned as the queen of Great
Britain, not queen consort as
the king’s mother late Queen
Elizabeth II had suggested!
Princess Diana in an infamous
BBC Panorama interview in
1995, predicted that she could
not see herself becoming
queen of the United Kingdom
because the “establishment
“she married into didn’t desire
that. The Shah did not have
such scandalous problems in
his family. He had four amaz-
ing children. His wife was a
modern woman who respect-
ed the old traditions. Together,
they worked hard to serve the
people. The most devastating
problems they faced were:
illiteracy and foreign interfer-
ences. But even more dam-
aging were the lies and false
rumors, spread by envious and
jealous so-called friends who
destroyed the country for their
ambitions! I don’t intend to
analyze the political, tech-
nical, or intellectual reasons
that the revolution in Iran took
place. I am only exposing
some of the more simple and
benign reasons that may have
played a major role in the rev-
olution. The opposition had
tried coups d’états and assas-
sinations against the shah and
his government but failed. The
two remaining methods left

for the opposition were flattery
and rumors. They chose the
psychological approaches that
were hard to stop. One of the
worst sins mentioned in the
Torah is: “Lashon harra”. Bad
mouthing. The tongue is com-
pared to a sharp sword that
cuts deep. The inflicted wound
remains visible even after
healing. So, its effects never
disappear. Bad Mouthing is
also compared to small light
feathers in the air, when the
wind blows you never know
how far they go and where
they land! There were vari-
ous interests who spread lies,
calumny and rumors among
the ordinary people who inno-
cently believed in them. Some
of the rumors were spread by
people who were close to the
king due to envy and jealousy.
These widespread damaging
rumors resulted in negativity
and suspicions among people.
After a while, the lies were
accepted as facts. We cannot
change the past, what is done
is done. Unfortunately, the
same mentality still follows
us even outside our country
and within the coalition group
right now, where their fragile
unity is in danger of separa-
tion. Haven’t we learned the
lessons of the past? Returning
to the problems in Iran, it is
safe to say that false rumors,
treachery and most important
of all, jealousy has destroyed
much in the country. (I am
only discussing basic human
behavior and not political, eco- &
nomic, social, or international &,
problems here.) In the 60s and ¥,
70s Iran was becoming mod- =
ernized at an extremely high
speed. Many new developing o
projects were being imple- %
mented constantly. Money
was flowing in the country, <

regardless of the fact that the
e
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Institute for the Study of Ancient Cultures
The University of Chicago

The magnificent palace
complex at Persepolis was
founded by Darius the
Great around 518 B.C., al-
though more than a century
passed before it was finally
completed. One of the great
imperial dynastic centers,
the wealth of the Achae-
menid Persian empire was
evident in all aspects of its
construction. The splendor
of Persepolis, however,
was short-lived; the palaces
were looted and burned by
Alexander the Great in 330
B.C. The ruins were not ex-
cavated until the Oriental
Institute of the University
of Chicago sponsored an
archaeological expedition
to Persepolis and its envi-
rons under the supervision
of Professor Ernst Herzfeld
from 1931 to 1934, and Er-
ich F. Schmidt from 1934 to
1939
The magnificent ruins of
Persepolis lie at the foot of
Kuh-i-Rahmat, or “Moun-
> tain of Mercy,” in the plain
of Marv Dasht about 400
- miles south of the present
capital city of Teheran.

A S ON Ipez

S The exact date of the found-
= ing of Persepolis is not
3 known. It is assumed that
s Darius I began work on the
0o platform and its structures

between 518 and 516 B.C.,

visualizing Persepolis as a

show place and the seat of

his vast Achaemenian Em-
pire. He proudly proclaimed
his achievement; there is an
excavated foundation in-
scription that reads, “And
Ahuramazda was of such a
mind, together with all the
other gods, that this fortress
(should) be built. And (so)
I built it. And I built it se-
cure and beautiful and ade-
quate, just as I was intend-
ing to.”] But the security
and splendor of Persepolis
lasted only two centuries.
Its majestic audience halls
and residential palaces per-
ished in flames when Alex-
ander the Great conquered
and looted Persepolis in
330 B.C. and, according to
Plutarch, carried away its
treasures on 20,000 mules
and 5,000 camels.2

From the time of its bar-
baric destruction until A.D.

1620, when its site was
first identified, Persepolis
lay buried under its own
ruins. During the follow-
ing centuries many people
traveled to and described
Persepolis and the ruins of
its Achaemenid palaces.
Many of their observations
were later condensed and
published by George N.
Curzon in Persia and the
Persian Question (London
and New York, 1892). But
scholarly and scientifically
planned work was not un-
dertaken until 1931. Then
Ernst Herzfeld, at that time
Professor of Oriental Ar-
chaeology in Berlin, was
commissioned by James
H. Breasted, Director of
the Oriental Institute of the
University of Chicago, to
undertake a thorough ex-
ploration, excavation and,
if possible, restoration of

the remains of Persepolis.
Thus, Herzfeld, in 1931 be-
came the first field director
of the Oriental Institute’s
Persepolis Expeditions. In
1931-34, assisted by his
architect, Fritz Krefter, he
uncovered on the Persepolis
Terrace the beautiful East-
ern Stairway of the Apad-
ana and the small stairs of
the Council Hall. He also
excavated the Harem of Xe-
rxes. When Herzfeld left in
1934, Erich F. Schmidt took
charge. He continued the
large-scale excavations of
the Persepolis complex and
its environs until the end of
1939, when the onset of the
war in Europe put an end to
his archaeological work in
Iran. During the last years
of excavating, the Universi-
ty Museum in Philadelphia
and the Museum of Fine
Arts in Boston had e

joined the Oriental Institute
in order to cope with the tre-
mendous work at hand.3

Schmidt’s expedition staff,
though varying from year
to year, consisted mainly
of his assistant Donald E.
McCown, architect John S.
Bolles and assistant Elliot F.
Noyes (both later replaced in
1937 by Richard C. Haines),
photographer Boris Duben-
sky, and various draftsmen,
recorders, mechanics, and
the like. The digging crew,
recruited from villagers,
fluctuated from 200 to 500
men. Elaborating on this,
Schmidt wrote that at the be-
ginning of each season about
20 to 30 laborers arrived
from Damghan, old-time
workers, honest peasants
and trusted hands, who were
trained for the delicate job
of excavating. They, in turn,
recruited the bulk of the dig-
ging crew..

The Apadana

By far the largest and most
magnificent building is the
Apadana, begun by Darius
and finished by Xerxes, that
was used mainly for great re-
ceptions by the kings. Thirteen
of its seventy-two columns
still stand on the enormous
platform to which two monu-
mental stairways, on the north
and on the east, give access.
They are adormed with rows
of beautifully executed reliefs
showing scenes from the New
Year’s festival and processions
of representatives of twen-
ty-three subject nations of the
Achaemenid Empire, with
court notables and Persians
and Medes, followed by sol-
diers and guards, their horses,
and royal chariots. Delegates

The Apadana

i their native attire, some
completely Persian in style,
carry gifts as token of their
loyalty and as tribute to the
king. These gifts include sil-
ver and gold vessels and vas-
es, weapons, woven fabrics,
jewelry, and animals from
the delegates’ own coun-
tries. Although the overall
arrangement of scenes seems
repetitive, there are marked
differences in the designs of
garments, headdresses, hair
styles, and beards that give
each delegation its own dis-
tinctive character and make its
origin unmistakable. Another
means by which the design
achieves diversity is by sep-
arating various groups or ac-
tivities with stylized trees or
by using these trees alone to
form ornamental bands. There
is also an intentional usage of
patterns and rhythms that, by
repeating figures and groups,
conveys a grandiose ornamen-
tal impression.

“The Gate of All

Countries,”

To the north of the Apadana
stands the impressive Gate of
Xerxes, from which a broad
stairway descends. Xerxes,
who built this structure, named
it “The Gate of All Countries,”
for all visitors had to pass

through this, the only entrance
to the terrace, on their way to
the Throne Hall to pay hom-
age to the king. The building
consisted of one spacious
room whose roof was support-
ed by four stone columns with
bell-shaped bases. Parallel to
the inner walls of this room
ran a stone bench, interrupted
at the doorways. The exterior
walls of the structure, made
of thick mud brick, were dec-
orated with numerous niches.
Each of the three walls, on
the east, west, and south, had
a very large stone doorway. A
pair of colossal bulls guarded
the western entrance; two

Xerxes’ Palace

assyrianized man-bulls stood
at the eastern doorway. En-
graved above each of the four
colossi is a trilingual inscrip-
tion attesting to Xerxes having
built and completed the gate.
The doorway on the south,
opening toward the Apadana,
is the widest of the three. Piv-

oting devices found on the
inner corners of all the doors
indicate that they must have
had two-leaved doors, which
were probably made of wood
and covered with sheets of or-
namented metal.

THe
Darius

Twelve columns supported the
roof of the central hall from
which three small stairways
descend. Reliefs on these stair-
ways depict servants coming
up the steps carrying animals
and food in covered dishes to
be served at the king’s tables.
On the eastern and western
doorjambs are reliefs showing
the king in formal dress leav-
ing the palace, followed by
two attendants; reliefs on the
northern and southern door-
ways depict the king in com-
bat with monsters.

Xerxes’ Palace

Xerxes’ Palace, almost twice

as large as that of Darius,
shows very similar decorative
features on its stone door-
frames and windows, except
for two large Xerxes inscrip-
tions on the eastern and west-
ermn doorways. doorways de-
pict servants with ibexes.
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