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|:| 6months for $35.00
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The Hebrew Bible & Archaeology,
(historical review)
by Dr. Homayoon Aram

It is Aunique, documentary,educational and research
book based on the connection between Jewish sacred
writings, and archaeological findings.
The book is in English and Persian, including 18 chap-
ters with color pictures.
The book is a valuable work in order to prove the
authenticity of Torah, Nevi’im and writings.
A book is contentful, which is recommended to be
read more than once.
The price of the book is 30 dollars including postage
in the United States.
To get the book, you can call:
516-466-0955

Or by email address:

liliaram2@gmail.com
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Few days after leaving the port of
Haifa in Israel, our ship arrived
in Europe. Those few days gave
us passengers the opportunity to
meet each other and create new
friendships. I met a nice American
Jewish girl on the board. During
our conversations I learned that
she had a severe eye problem.
Unfortunately, there was no cure
for her. The doctor had informed
her that she was going to become
completely blind within one to
two years. It had taken some time
for her and her parents to come
to terms with the reality of her
unexpected situation. Finally, her
parents advised her to enjoy her
eyesight while she had it in the
best possible ways. They opened
a generous bank account for her
and gave her a surprise airline
ticket to travel around the world.
They told her to lead a normal
life while she could, to travel for
a year and see the wonders of this
world, the natural landscapes,
and manmade beauties, historical
buildings, statues, and the beauti-
ful artworks and paintings in dif-
ferent museums. Then when her
sight was lost and darkness took
over her world, she could recall
her past memories in color! She
would have a large, accumulated
knowledge inside; she would be
able to remember all the beauties
that she had seen during her trip.
As the days passed, we found

2> more subjects of common inter-
S est to discuss. We were young

£ and looking for adventures. We
g decided when the ship arrived in

o~ Brindisi port in Italy, instead of

§ taking a fast train trip to our des-

— tination that was Paris, we would

= go hitchhiking together and see

”8 more of Europe and stop where
% we liked. We would be saving
+ money too. The drivers who

stopped and gave us rides were
nice people of all ages and profes-

Dr. Rosemary H. Cohen

The Gonfused America

sions. Some spoke English and
some didn’t. We had a great time
and experience talking to differ-
ent people and learning new sub-
jects during our trip with them.
The only thing that bothered me
was the mention of “The Ameri-
can girl.” Each time that we were
given the ride, if the conversation
was held in English, it was fun, as
I did not have to play the role of
the interpreter. The conversations
were mostly courteous. But if
the driver did not speak English,
then the conversation was only
between me and the drivers, (I
speak different languages, but she
spoke only English) they would
immediately take her on, and say
nasty things about Americans, as
if she, one young girl, was rep-
resenting the entire country! The
most common expression was:
“You see, the Americans are all
stupid like her. They know only
“American” nothing else, as if
everyone is obliged to learn their
ways!” I heard this conversation a
lot during our trip, and wondered
if it comes from the jealousy
rooted deep in their ego. America
had helped to free Europe from
Germans in World War II, and
this had hurt European’s ego as
they knew that Europe all alone,
would have never overcome to
win over Nazis! Instead of being
grateful, they were angry. Some-
how, they never forgave America
for this reason! Now that I live in
America, seeing all that is hap-
pening around us especially these
past two years, I often remember
the words of the drivers and ask
myself in a question form: “Are
the Americans really stupid or
they are naive? America is a new
country in comparison to coun-
tries with an ancient history and
civilization, like Persia (Iran),
cities referred to in the bible,
Egypt, Greece, Rome, and other

civilizations that existed in Far
East, or some countries in Eu-
rope. America looks like a child
who has received a new toy for
the first time and has become
very excited. Any new idea, sub-
ject, discovery, or any new object
excites them so much that some-
times it takes them to the highest
point of destruction! In any new
discovery and findings, there are
four elements that excites Ameri-
cans and pushes them towards the
exaggeration. These elements are
money, sex, fame, and conspiracy
that they mainly source from the
“Ego”. Anything that finds im-
portance or becomes the subject
of the day in America, should be
looked at closely to find out its
real source. In the past, the hap-
penings were more controlled and
quieter, with due consideration to
social rules and values and with
respect to protocols. Since Covid,
everything has changed in the
world but especially in America.
The first thing people realized af-
ter the end of lockdowns was not
to believe or trust anyone or any-
thing that they heard or saw. Once
the main source of the informa-
tion was the media, especially
the reporters. Many of them were
highly respected and some were
honest and brave in addition to
their knowledge of the language.
They went into the middle of the
war zones, put their lives in dan-
ger and reported the truth as much
as they could. After Covid, things
changed. Since the green dollar
has become everyone’s idol, al-
most everyone is for sale, not just
the reporters and the news, but the
politicians too. The only differ-
ence is in its price, which varies!
Maybe these are the result or the
effect of Covid. During Covid,
America was confronted with
the fear of death for the first time.
Most other countries have had the

there are fomf elements that excites Americans and Jousﬁes them towards the
exaggemtion: money, sex, fame, and conspimcy

experience of trauma and death.
In Europe, wars have reminded
people of the fragility of life. In
Asia or some African countries,
when pandemics occurred, peo-
ple suffered equally and in mass-
es. When epidemics like cholera,
Malaria, or natural disasters like
earthquakes and flooding or oth-
er catastrophes hit a country, ev-
eryone is affected. America is a
vast country. They have made a
tremendous progress. When ca-
tastrophe strikes only a small part
of the country is affected. Most of
the accidents are taken control of,
almost immediately. Many things
that were unimaginable have re-
cently been discovered.

Americans believed that they
could master everything with
hard work and the existing pow-
er of America. Americans landed
on the moon. People developed a
false sense of security strength-
ened by their access to tech-
nology. But with Covid, things
changed. Everyone was affect-
ed, rich or poor, strong, or weak.
Soon the vaccine was discovered,
and it gave a new hope. People
were told that if you are vacci-
nated, then you are immune. You
would not be afflicted by covid.
That too proved to be false since
many people who were fully vac-
cinated caught Covid, even the
presidents! As a result, people
felt vulnerable and unsafe. Many
were fearful, they stayed locked
inside their rooms with masks,
washing their hands and clean-
ing their rooms and door knobs
a few times a day. Many were
left alone meeting their friends
only on Facebook, YouTube and
TikTok, or watching preplanned
information provided by the me-
dia, on subjects that were meant
to fill their hearts, brains and
spirits designed specifically for
this period. Now many ZO%S

have come out of their hideouts
with odd ideas, feelings, and be-
havior. They have looked at the
screen of their phones or laptops
and iPads and seen the fearful and
depressed image of their own fac-
es in the mirror which they have
been influenced by. The result is
that some have come to believe
that the cause of their depression
maybe that though physically
they have the anatomy of a man,
but there may be a woman hid-
den in their heart, mind or being.
There is plenty of information on
this subject. Every TV channel or
newspaper talks about the avail-
able possibilities. So why not take
some hormones, use government
paid hours of electrolysis to get
rid of their facial or body hair for
good, or even get an operation.
The lonely young girl too thinks
of finding the man in her heart
and being. She, therefor claims
to be man, gets rid of her breasts
and is taking tons of hormones to
grow her facial hair and become
a man! Meanwhile the homeless
situation is out of hands in many
cities. In Los Angeles, the home-
less tents are erected everywhere.
They dig large holes in the newly
asphalted sidewalks in order to
secure their tents. People poop
in the streets, take baths naked
where children walk to school.
They do all kind of crazy things
in public. Most people are not
bothered and walk right through
or around them as if they do not
exist. This will continue until
the day someone is attacked or a
purse or other property is stolen.
People will then realize these
are human beings, no different
from them, living and crawling
in mud! Young boys and girls
are attacking the stores and are
grabbing what they can carry and
leave with laughter. No one stops
them and no one counts to see if
they have surpassed the total limit
of $950.00 in order to stop them
by law! No one cares until the
day that the same store is closed,
and they cannot buy their medi-
cations! Then it is too late! Too
bad! All these social problems
are not important. What is spread

by the media, is the recognition
of the gender, and the use of the
correct pronouns of he, she, and
them. These people form only
0.06% of the entire American
population! Whereas the others
make up a large portion of the
population. I am not against any
of the groups, I believe that ev-
eryone is free to believe, live and
practice as they wish if they do
not cause any harm to others. I
have met and worked with many
talented customers who create
beautiful artworks. I love and ap-
preciate them as artists and good
customers, and many of them as
friends. I am aware that some of
them have a different lifestyle
than mine. What they do in their
private lives does not concermn
me, it is their bodies, their way of
life, their choice, and their busi-
ness. They live their lives as they
wish, and I live mine as I chose.
It is fair for all. The quote from
Abraham Lincoln: “Those who
deny freedom of others, deserve
it not for themselves.” Unfor-
tunately, as I mentioned before,
everything in America becomes
exaggerated. Americans  are
like children, when they find a
new idea, they exaggerate it out
of proportion and impose it on
others. The transgenders, drag
queens have been present in
many societies. Nowhere have
they occupied such an important
position as in America in 2023.
For decades “Chez Mme. Arthur”
transgenders perform beautiful
and artistic sexy performances
and at the end Mme. Arthur al-
ways asks the audience to choose
the only real woman who dances
among them. Usually no one has
been able to identify her! Drag
queens have been performing
in shows and cabarets also for
a very long time but they have
never been in libraries to perform
for little children or read drag sto-
ries. Some parents are very upset
about these sessions. In reality, it
is not the drag queens’ faults to be
present in the libraries. The prob-
lem falls on the parents who take
their very young children to these
programs. If there is no audience,

there will be no performance. It
is simply called boycotter. The
transgenders, drag queens (with
less exaggerated makeups) have
always existed in the Persian
courts. As music and dance was
prohibited for women, men used
to dress up as women and they
performed and danced for kings
and court audiences. The author-
ities also castrated young boys in
order to use them as the servants
and guards in the Harams so that
the king knew none of his multi-
ple women would be able to be-
tray him! Once three handsome
boys of our friends were studying
with a private teacher their par-
ents had hired to help them with
their studies. As the time passed
the boys became less formal with
their teacher whom they called
moshtahead, for he was an edu-
cated religious personality. One
day he finally feels free to ask
them for sexual favors. The boys
tease him and ask: “Moshtahead,
how can you as a religious man
ask such a thing from us?” He
answers: “Not all people who
indulge in these sexual acts have
to be of low class and character.
In ancient time, only the generals
and high placed men were gays
in ancient Greece and Rome!”
Nothing is new on the surface of
this world. As the earth turns so
do beliefs and habits. The way
people behave or look at the
subject changes from generation
to generation, but in essence the
situation stays the same. Why is
there one entire month dedicated
to pride, and only one day to fa-
thers,” mothers’ or Veterans? Why
don’t we concentrate a month on

orphans or for the homeless? If
we learn to truly respect every-
one, then we will deal with each
respectfully, without imposing
our values, and pushing it down
the throat of others by force. Fi-
nally, everyone should under-
stand the meaning of “Use it but
don’t abuse it!”” The word Privacy
still exists in dictionaries. Yet we
fail to respect it. It would be nice
if we could respect the word PRI-
VATE PARTS. The real beauty of
individuals lies in their dignity.
The beauty of nudity can only be
exposed in privacy and with their
chosen one, and not to be used as
an element to shock others or for
seeking fame in the society. Fi
nally, what is there to be so proud
of in showing the face or body
of a person on the cover of mag-
azines or on the TV screen. If
admiration is required for looks,
boobs, or roundness of butts, it
would be fair to name the pro-
fessionals, i.e., doctors, make-up
artists, and hairdressers who are
the creators of the image. After
admiring the beautiful woman on
the cover, the identity and face of
the same woman is shown on the
following page, who is a rather
ugly bald man. So where is the
glory? Why not put the picture
of the esthetic doctor who has
planted the boobs, buts and has
made a nice nose job, completely
different from its original? Or the
make-up artist, who has used tons
of creams, powder, thick eyelash-
es and good quality of pencils and
makeups to create to an attractive
face of woman. So, who should
we admire, the face or the able
hands?

Mitra Navabi

Though having never lived
I can never die

Petals From A Rose

In nostalgia I mourn for my death

I pick petals from a rose to find its core
Reaching the core I take it for a petal
Alas I have lost my soul I have no past
And the future never comes

I am eternally balancing on a new second.
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4n Unpublished interview with

Ardeshir Zahedi

The Clergy Opposed the
Shah’s Marriage to an
Italian Princess

Ardeshir Zahedi was not
only the son of Iran’s prime
minister after the 1953
coup, but the shah’s son-
in-law as well. He married
Shahnaz, Shah’s daughter
from his first marriage to
Princess Fawzia, daugh-
ter of Sultan Fuad I, king
of Egypt. Nevertheless, he
had close relation with the
Shah even before his mar-
riage to Princess Shahnaz
and witnessed significant
moments in the monarch’s
private life, including when
Shah divorced Fawzia and
married Soraya Esfandi-
ary-Bakhtiari in 1958 and
then divorced Soraya and
married for the third time a
year later.

According to Zahedi, Mo-
hammad Reza Pahlavi was
supposed to marry Princess
Maria Gabriella of Savoy,
the daughter of Italy’s last
king, Umberto II: “Eventu-
ally it was agreed that His
Majesty would meet Prin-
cess Gabriella, the king’s
daughter, in one of his vis-
> its to Europe. The meet-
8. ing took place in Geneva,
, Switzerland, in...one of
2\ the houses where my father
< lived. His Majesty liked her
S. very much. She was an ed-
= ucated girl and, at the time,
2 was studying at the univer-
S sity. But then a few prob-
™ Jems came up. One was that
Italy’s former king was not
very happy about it. It was

1

because he was a devout
Catholic and definitely want-
ed her daughter to marry a
Catholic. Well, that made [her
marriage to] a Shia king im-
possible. Little by little, this
issue became more serious.
At the same time, the sister of
the [Italian] king and a couple
of their relatives were invited
to visit Iran and His Majesty
asked me to go to the north
and arrange accommodations
for them...”

But things did not go so
smoothly. Mohammad Reza
Shah was the only Shia king
in the world and the cler-
gy in Qom were opposed to
his marriage to a Catholic
girl. His first wife was the
daughter of the Egypt’s king
but Princess Fawzia was a
Muslim so the problem of
religious affiliation did not
arise: “What happened was
that first I received a mes-
sage from [Grand] Ayatollah
Broujerdi through the Friday
Imam that said ‘If this news
[plan to marriage to Princess
Gabriella] is true, it is not the
right thing to do and His Maj-
esty must not do it. His Maj-
esty is a Shia king.” On the
other hand, some who were
for [the marriage] found a
solution: “Well, let him marry
but the children must be free
to choose whether they want
to be Catholic or not until
they turn 18.” Such arguments
were going on in Iran and it
was at this point that Ayatol-
lah Behbahani sent for me...
He conveyed to me both the
message of Ayatollah Brou-
jerdi and his own view [and
said] that ‘this is not right. If

his majesty goes ahead with it
he would be risking his own
throne and we would oppose
it vehemently.”

Building a Modern For-
eign Service

Ardeshir Zahedi was Iran’s
ambassador to the US twice
and to the United Kingdom
once. He also served as the
foreign minister during a
period when Iran called its
foreign policy “independent
national policy”.

Foreign ministry is one of
the oldest government insti-
tutions in Iran but it owes its
modern structure to Ardeshir
Zahedi. During his five-year
tenure as the foreign minister,
he changed its charter, ele-
vated the status of the minis-
try at the royal court and the
cabinet and prevented direct
relations between individuals
within the government and
even withing the royal fam-
ily with foreign embassies.
He even donated some of his
properties abroad to the for-
eign ministry so that minis-
try officials would “maintain
their prestige”, as he puts it,
during their foreign visits:

“Let me tell you, no minis-
try has the right to contact
foreign embassies unless it
is through the foreign min-
istry because they were of-
ten engaged in wheeling and
dealing. It stunk. One time,
for example, Prince Shah-
ram, son of Princess Ashraf
[Shah’s sister] had gone to
the Romanian embassy, ask-
ing for a commission for

some deal between the two
countries. | told this to His
Majesty...He became very
angry and told me to sum-
mon him, admonish him and
punish him. [ summoned him
and told him not to do these
things again...I kept him at
the foreign ministry for a few
hours even though I loved
him like my own son. Or Mr.
[Reza] Ghotbi [Empress Far-
ah’s cousin] had gone to meet
the Argentinian ambassador
about, I don’t know, meat or
something. The long and the
short of it, many such things
happened.”

It was under Zahedi that the
inscribing and recording ne-
gotiations with foreign par-
ties and archiving them start-
ed as a routine task and these
archives turned into a rich
and important source of the
history of Iran’s foreign rela-
tions. It was also ruled that a
representative of the foreign
ministry must be present at
the foreign visits of Shah and
the prime minister to inscribe
the negotiations. He himself
was present at Shah’s foreign
visits.

“Once something funny
happened,” Zahedi reminis-
cences during the interview.
“Mr. Michael Stewart, British
Foreign Secretary, was in the
presence of His Majesty and
was talking. At one point, he
said ‘Off the record...” He
was talking about the seces-
sion of Bahrain [from Iran]
...His majesty laughed and
said Ardeshir says that ‘off
the record’ has ‘no meaning
for you.” Then we m—-

laughed and, of course, I ex-
plained why I had said such
a thing. Afterwards, I told His
Majesty “You really disgraced
me.” He laughed a lot. I said ‘It
is not important.” But I really
believed in what I said.”

Zahedi’s interview for the
Iranian Oral History Project
took place in 1992, not even
15 years after the 1979 rev-
olution, but he still had fond
memories of the time before
the revolution:

“Little by little, the foreign
ministry became even more
dear to me than my child. I
was not thinking about my
wife or my child. I worked
there for 18 or 19 hours. I was
witness to a foreign ministry
that...was working so hard
for the advancement of its
country. I took pride in it. At
nights, whenever you passed
by the foreign ministry, you
saw that the lights were on
and everybody was working.
It had turned into a 24-hour
foreign ministry because you
cannot tell the world that ‘you,
who are awake, must wait be-
cause [ want to sleep.” That is
why there was somebody on
the watch for 24 hours a day.
A deputy was there from eight
in the morning till four in the
afternoon. The week after, he
would be there from four in
the afternoon till midnight.
Then a much smaller group
of people were in the foreign
ministry from midnight to
eight in the morning.

One of the deputies was on the
watch at home and he could be
called at any time. Sometimes,
in critical situations, he had to
stay at the foreign ministry it-
self. We had built a room with
a shower.”

Providing Iranian government

organizations and especially
the foreign ministry with mod-
ern equipment had a priority in
those days. It was during this
period that they got the foreign
ministry an encrypted messag-
ing device. Zahedi says that
once, when Shah was visiting
Ethiopia, he got an encrypted
message that Robert Kennedy
had been assassinated and he
told Shah the news. Then the
Ethiopian emperor became
angry and admonished his
own minister as to why he had
to getthe news from his guest.
Then “we flew from there to
Rome and His Majesty went
from Rome to America.”

“We Could Have Prevented
the Revolution”

Ardeshir Zahedi was both one
of the Shah’s most loyal sup-
porters and one of the most
important critics of his gov-
ernment and policies. Until he
died, he only referred to Mo-
hammad Reza Shah as “His
Majesty” but, at the same time,
he did not hide his criticisms.
“We could have prevented the
revolution if we had the met-
tle,” he says in this interview
that was to be published only
after his death.

He did not believe that the US,
the UK or France had any role
in toppling the Pahlavi dynasty
and in replacing the Shah with
Ayatollah Khomeini. Below is

his most blunt criticism of the
Shah.

“l have a very simple ques-
tion. If my hand is not in-
jured, no germ can enter my
blood. If this hand of mine is
injured and the germ enters
the wound, it can give me
tetanus and kill me but even
then there is a cure. So, let’s
say that Britain or Ameri-
ca or France had a scheme,
what about us who claim that
we are Iranian patriots? How
about us who say that we have
had a monarchy for 2,500
years?..How come we are
demoralized within a few
seconds and in the end we
put [our country] on a silver
platter and present it [to Kho-
meini]? I believe that if had
the mettle, if we had the right
establishment, if this

tree had strong roots, it would
not have been uprooted so eas-
ily.”

Zahedi directly criticizes the
Shah and says that he violated
his oath and he ought to have
remained in the country: “We
witnessed how the country
was lost so easily...His Maj-
esty was afraid that a military
government might overthrow
him...What did I tell him? I
told him: “Your Majesty, have
you forgotten that you took an
oath in the parliament? Have
you forgotten that you went to
Persepolis and took an oath to

Cyrus [the Great]? You cannot
just leave now.””

Of course, considering every-
thing that was happening in
Iran at the time, Zahedi says
that the revolution could have
happened even if the Shah had
remained in Iran: “If Shah had
remained, he could have been
destroyed. But let me tell you
this selfishly and shameless-
ly: The Shah, to whom we
had sworn [allegiance] should
have remained there so that
we could have remained as
well. He ought not have left. If
His Majesty had not left, Kho-
meini would not have dared to
come to Tehran.”

It is worth listening to the 27-
hour interview of Ardeshir
Zahedi with Habib Lajevardi.
His tone is honest and auda-
cious and sometimes he uses
word that are close to being of-
fensive. His love for the Shah
is especially evident in tape
no. 21, about when the Shah,
in the last hours of his life, is
in a hospital in Cairo. It is per-
haps one of the most painful
parts of the interview.

As the interview shows, Zahe-
di was extremely respectful of
Mohammad Reza Shabh till the
end of his life but he was also
blunt and unsparing in criticiz-
ing him and blaming him for
the current sorry situation in
Iran. Perhaps that is why he
did not want the interview to
go public while he was alive.
Nevertheless, in his last years
of his life, in more intimate
gatherings and even in some
of his public pronouncements,
he explicitly criticized the
Shah for his policies and for
leaving the country before the
1979 revolution.
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