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more temperate:

Rough winds do shake the
darling buds of May, And
summer’s lease hath all
too short a date;
Sometime too hot the eye
of heaven shines, And of-
ten is his gold complexion
dimm’d;
And every fair from fair
sometime declines, By
chance or nature»s chang-
ing course untrimm’d;
But thy eternal summer
shall not fade, Nor lose
possession of that fair
thou ow’st;
Nor shall death brag thou
wander’st in his shade,
When in eternal lines to
time thou grow’st:

So long as men can
breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this
gives life to thee.
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Sonnet 18: Shall I com-
pare thee to a summens
day?
BY WILLIAM SHAKE-
SPEARE
Shall T compare thee to a
summer’s day?
Thou art more lovely and
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The Lunar Codex /Artists on the Moon

Artist Homeira Mortazavi’s Artworks

on the Moon

the work of 30,000 artists, writers, musicians, and filmmakers from 160 countries go to the Moon

We would like to share with you
this amazing news that artworks
(digitized) created by Homeira
Mortazavi are going to live for-
ever on the moon!

The Lunar Codex is a digitized
collection of contemporary art,
poetry, magazines, music, film,
podcasts, and books. It contains
the work of 30,000 artists, writ-
ers, musicians, and filmmakers
from 160 countries. The Canadi-
an physicist and author Samuel
Peralta started the project.

As executive chairman of the To-
ronto-based media and technolo-
gy company Incandence, Peralta
has been contacting creatives to
acquire the works and archival
permissions for free inclusion in
the Codex. Submissions by indi-
vidual artists have also been in-
cluded, with the caveat that their
work must have been included in
an exhibition, catalogue, or an-
thology.

The full contents of the Lu-
nar Codex can be viewed here
https://www.lunarcodex.com/

Homeira has at least 7 artworks
that will be included in The Lu-
nar Codex time capsule.

Peregrine is now targeted to
launch Dec 2023 to Sinus Vis-
cositatis via United Launch Alli-
ance Vulcan Centaur / Astrobotic
Peregrine Lander.

The Polaris Collection - Launch-
ing December 2023 to Nobile Cra-
ter, Lunar South Pole via SpaceX
Falcon Heavy / Astrobotic Griffin
Lander / NASA VIPER Rover
These are the pieces that are in-
cluded in Peregrine and Polaris
Collection. All these paintings are
available to be collected here
https://www.artsy.net/artist/ho-
meira-mortazavi

1-Somewhere in a parallel World

2-Shelter, 20X24 in, Oil painting

3-ButHerFly 3, 2021 Oil on canvas board 6 x 4 in | 15.2 x 10.2 cm

4-Challenge, Défi, 2020 ,<x~ Oil on wood panel 12 % 12 in
30.5 x30.5 cm

5-Torrent, oil on canvas, 12 X12 in.

6-DigitEyes, oil on canvas 2023

7-ButherFly 2,2021 Oil on canvas board 6 x4 in|15.2 x10.2 cm

We wish H.Mortazavi more success in life and in the field
of her art. @

The sound of water

by.: Sohrab Sepehri

Like a breeze, my Ka’ba wafts
from orchard to orchard from
town to town.

My black stone is

the light reflected

on flowerbeds.

I’m a native of Kashan:

An artist by profession.
Sometimes, I build a cage of
colours and offer it for sale

to rase your lonely heart

With the song of the peony
confined therein.

It’s a fancy! Only a gancy! ... I
know.

My canvas is lifeless.

I well know my painted pound is
fishless.

I’m a native of Kashan,
Descending perhaps

From a plant in India, an
earthenware from Sialk

Or perhaps from a prostitute in
the streets of Bukhara.

Father died after twice migrating
of swallows, twice falling of
SNow,

Twice sleeping on the terraced-
roof,

Father died beyond Time.
When my father died, the sky
shone blue.

My mother jumped up from
sleep. My sister turned pretty.
When my father died the police
were all poets.

“How many kilos of melon?” the
greengrocer asked.

“How much is a gram of
consolation?” I reciprocated.
Father painted

Made tars, played the tar as well.

Bertolt Brecht
[ hear you don’t want to learn
anything

I hear you don’t want to learn
anything.
I gather from that:

you’re millionaires.
Your future is assured — it lies
bright and clear before you. Your
parents have fixed things so that
your feet won’t get bruised on any
stones.
So you don’t need to learn anything.
You can stay the way you are.
Should some difficulties nevertheless
arise — since the times,
so I hear, are uncertain —
you’ve got your Leaders, who’ll
tell you exactly
what you’ve go to do so things will
go well for you.
They’ve consulted the ones
who know the truths
that are valid for all time
and the prescriptions that always
work.
With so many who are for you
you don’t need to lift a finger.
Of course, if things were different,
you’d have to learn.

Bertolt Brecht
In Praise of Learning

Learn the simplest things! For you
whose time has come

it is never too late!

Learn your ABC, it is not enough,
but learn it!

Do not let it discourage you, begin!
You must know everything!

You must take over the leadership!
Learn, man in the asylum!

Learn, man in prison!

Learn, wife in the kitchen!

Learn, man of sixty!

Seek out the school, you who are
homeless!

Sharpen your wits, you who shiver!
Hungry man, reach for the book:

It is a weapon.

You must take over the leadership!
Don’t be afraid of asking, brother!
Don’t be won over,

See for yourself!

What you don’t know yourself, you
don’t know.

Add up the reckoning.

It’s you who must pay it.

Put your finger on each item

ask how did it get here?

You must take over the leadership!

te the glaci

| window,

| window Is enough for me.

Frough Farrokhzad

Mitra Navabi
I Can Never Die

In nostalgia I mourn for my death
Though having never lived

I can never die

I pick petals from a rose to find its
core

Reaching the core I take it for a petal
Alas I have lost my soul

I have no past

And the future never comes

I am eternally balancing on a new
second
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division and conflict. Irritation
and anger physically and men-
tally harm and destroy people,
and diminish their ability to
think and act logically.

It is all about mind control.
It reminds me of the story
of One Thousand and One
Nights. In this tale the Sultan
takes a new wife every night
and has her executed the fol-
lowing day. His latest bride,
which is Scheherazade suc-
ceeded in engaging his interest
by telling him a story at night,
before he falls asleep. But she
halts her stories at a suspense-
ful moment and promises to
continue the next night. The
Sultan is hooked. His curiosity
or preoccupation with the sto-
ry prevents him from carrying
out the execution of his wife.
After 1001 nights the king
abandons his plan to execute
her. She becomes the queen.
The reason I brought up this
story is that governments are
behaving in the same way. Ev-
erything can be both used and
abused. In the case of Schehe-
razade, it prevented the exe-
cution of an innocent woman.
Using the same technique in
society is manipulation. Most
people have no idea how they
are manipulated.
These plans were designed
overtime and implemented
slowly in schools and col-
leges. During Covid 19 and
S the lock ins, their promotions
£ were intensified. With demon-
& stration and louting it took a
oo large tour and the hidden mes-
§ sages appeared clearly. The
E sublime messages were broad-
— casted by social media and
do television during Covidl9,
oo and the sense of loneliness
people endured due to the im-
posed restriction made people,
especially millennium kids

N

9

scared to continue their lives
as before for they had lost
all do hope for their future.
They first found their answers
in sex, drugs, and suicide.
Then it was time to introduce
the drag queen and change of
sex to engage the minds of
people and fill the pockets of
specialist and hospitals. Then
it was time to introduce new
drugs, mushrooms, and many
other elements in addition to
the existing operations. In the
past, when it was time for ex-
citement, public lawsuits, and
accusations like OJ Simpson’s
story, were publicized to occu-
py and entertain. People were
nailed down in front of their
television sets for hours to see
how the Bronco was rolling
on the freeway! Thank God,
to Chinese creativity, who
gave us Tick Toc, in addition
to Facebook, Instagram and
smart phones and many other
tools that can fill the days of
everybody.

The abnormal has become
normal these days. Everyone
is fixed to their phones. Even
loving mothers and babysitters
who push the crying babies in
carts in the streets and parks,
are unable to stop texting or
talking in order to help the
baby. One wonders what the
governing bodies and law-
makers are thinking. Just as
all rivers run into the sea, all
implemented policies end up
in more power and money. If
we “follow the money” we
will be able to find the real
reason for all this chaos. Ira-
nians have become conscious
to the actual situation due to
the last forty-five years of re-
search on the Iranian Revolu-
tion. They are more aware of
these same people and of their
games. They have watched

their country being sold to for-
eigners for money and power.
They have witnessed how the
most trusted friend of the Shah
stabbed him in the back, like
Caesar on the stairs of the Sen-
ate in Rome.

Mr. Giscard D’Estaing, the
president of France, used to
say that the middle -class pop-
ulation is like cactus trees in
the society, because the mid-
dle-class people are well ed-
ucated, hardworking, family
oriented, and spiritual. They
believe in law, order, justice,
descent life for everyone and a
bright future for their children.
May be this is the exact reason
that the self-selected 10 indi-
viduals of X Files or the invisi-
ble conductors on our political
scene have decided to get rid
of the second class. Whatever
is going on now, is like a sharp
bullet directed to destroy the
middle-class.

Life would be so much easier
for the organizers of this game
if there were only the first and
third class, regardless of the
fact that some of the power-
ful newly rich come from the
middle class themselves. But
nothing is new. Two class so-
ciety existed before. In Europe
it was called feudalism, in
Iran “Arbab—Raiyati”. When
the voices of suffering people
became too loud, blood was
shed, and feudalism disap-
peared. Only in Iran no blood
was shed because during the
“White Revolution,” Shah dis-
tributed the lands to peasants.
Later he had to pay dearly be-
cause many of landlords never
forgave him!

The planners for our world
forget some important facts.
They have used the brains and
the skill of the middle class to

create powerful tools. Thus,
they have gained extreme
power and billions of dollars.
They can change their appear-
ance to look young and beau-
tiful. They can change sex.
They can play god to the rest
of the world. What they forget
is that from the day people are
born they are accompanied
by death. This applies to ev-
eryone. Our days on earth are
numbered.

Though the invisible con-
ductors of real life’s X Files
have spent a lot of money to
achieve their goals, they still
have more obstacles to con-
quer, in order to reach their
final destination. The one ob-
stacle which cannot be tam-
pered with or bought with any
currency and power is time.
The days and hours of every-
one’s life is numbered. Death
accompanies us all; from the
minute we are born. God can-
not be bullied or bribed by
anyone because everything
in this world belongs to Him,
and the ultimate power is in
His hands.

An invisible device or a clock
is installed in everyone. The
moment a baby is born, the
clock starts ticking. The indi-
cator starts advancing from
number zero patiently and will
stop as soon as it reaches the
invisible number indicated
in each device. No one can
change the number; no wealth
can buy a minute more. Pow-
er and ego will soon vanish,
and all will be forgotten. Ev-
erything that was cherished,
saved, and accumulated will
go from hand to hand! If you
don’t believe me, go to an es-
tate sale, or visit museums and
Chateau de Versailles.

Is the suffering inflicted upon
children and other hurnar@ -

Iranian cuisine:

ings for the sake of temporary
success or fame justified?

Whatisghormehsabzi?

Ghormeh sabzi is a warm
herb stew made with meat and
beans. It’s made with a com-
bination of greens, the most
common of them being pars-
ley, cilantro, and garlic chives.
It is the national dish of Iran.
And I consider it the king of
Persian stews.

Gredients for
Ghormeh sabzi

Yellow onions: You’ll want to
use chopped yellow onions for
this recipe. We’ll cook them
in the oil until they’re golden
brown before searing off the
stew meat.

Olive Oil: You can use ghee,
vegetable oil or any other kind
of oil you like to use at home
for cooking.

Garlic: You can use as little or
as much garlic as you’d like. I
usually use around 5 cloves.
Spices: you’ll of course need
salt, turmeric, and black pep-
per. Though it’s not a spice,
you’ll also need a bouillon
cube. The bouillon is optional,
but it does amp up the flavor
of the stock that the meat sim-
mers in. I usually use chick-
en bouillon, though beef also
makes sense.

Beef: For the meat you want
something that can stand up
to the long-simmering time
this stew requires. I use what
my butcher marks as ‘stew
meat.” This is something like a

ghormeh sabzi

chuck roast or round eye and
contains a lot of connective
tissue that will break down as
the stew gently simmers. Ten-
der chunks of lamb also work.
I usually like to have chunks
that are about 1%2-inch cubes.
Dried Limes: Also called
lemoo amani. These are dried
persian limes that give the
stew the most delicious depth
of flavor. This is one of those
ingredients that you’ll find at
a middle eastern grocery store
for or you can order them on-
line here!

Herbs, Herbs, Herbs: This
stew is a nutrition powerhouse
with all the greens! You’ll
need a ton of herbs here. You’ll
need bunches of parsley and a
small bunch cilantro, and then
Il also use green onions, and
dried fenugreek. Fresh fenu-
greek will also work for this
recipe, however, it’s some-
times a pain to clean, and the
dried herbs work just as well.
The chopping of the herbs
takes the longest hands-on
time in this recipe. If I know
I’m planning on making this, |
usually try to wash and dry the
herbs a day ahead of time. I’ll
even chop the herbs and spin-
ach and box them up for the
next day as that cuts down the
prep time significantly!

Baby Spinach: 1 like to use
baby spinach instead of regular
spinach. Baby spinach comes
cleaned and just requires some
chopping. Regular spinach
would need to be soaked to get
all the dirt and grit out before
you dry and chop it.

Red Kidney Beans: Parts of

Iran use kidney beans in their
ghormeh sabzi. North and
northwest Iran uses black-
eyed peas. I’ve even seen peo-
ple use pinto beans. All this to
say that you have a few op-
tions here.

Lemon Juice: Use lemon or
fresh lime juice towards the
end to cut through the richness
of the stew.

How to make
ghormeh sabzi

Start the stew. In a large pot
or dutch oven, add a generous
drizzle of oil, and cook the on-
ions over medium heat when
it’s hot. Saute the onions until
they’re slightly golden. Then
add the minced garlic, ground
turmeric, and black pepper.
When the garlic is fragrant, stir
in the meat and let it sear even-
ly all over. Season the meat
with salt, the bouillon cube,
and add the water. Bring the
stew to a simmer, then lower
the heat and simmer uncov-
ered for an hour.

Simmer simmer simmer. Poke
holes in the dried limes with
a fork or a paring knife. Then
add them to the stew. Cover
the pot with a lid but leave a
sliver so that the stew vents.

Saute the herbs. When there’s
roughly 20 minutes left. Add
a glug of oil to a large skillet
or deep saute pan and add the
herbs over medium-high heat.
Saute the greens until they wilt
down to less than half the size.
I use dried fenugreek and add
that in during the last two min-

utes.

Simmer again. Add the greens
to the stew along with the
drained kidney beans, cover
the pot with a sliver to vent
and let it simmer again for an
hour. The theme here is sim-
mer! The lower and slower
you cook this, the more tender
the meat and the more flavor-
ful the stew!

Serve it up. Remove the dried
limes and keep them to the
side if you plan on serving
them with the stew. Check the
meat to see if it’s done with a
paring knife. If the knife goes
through with some resistance,
let it simmer for longer until
it’s super tender. When the
meat is done, add the lemon
juice. Taste and adjust with
more salt as the stew needs.
Then serve it up with tahdig or
basmati rice and shirazi salad.

Mitra Navabi
I Can Never Die

In nostalgia I mourn for
my death

Though having never
lived

I can never die

I pick petals from a rose
to find its core

Reaching the core I take it
for a petal

Alas I have lost my soul

I have no past

And the future never
comes

I am eternally balancing
on a new second
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Dr. Rosemary H. Cohen

The Modern Version of X Files

One of the longest running
science fiction series in the
history of network TV was the
“X Files”, the famous televi-
sion series which continued
for 9 seasons after being aired
for the first time in September
1993.

In this story, FBI special
agents investigate the unex-
plained, and mind-bending
cases known as “X-Files”.
Though, the government is
convinced that the outlandish
reports are false, conspiracy
theorist Fox Mulder (David
Duchovny) and realist Dana
Scully (Gillian Anderson),
stop at nothing to prove that
“the truth is out there.

I am not too keen on watching
TV because I believe it can
become an addiction. Besides
it is a waste of time and peo-
ple can become manipulated
by what is shown on TV. The
“X-Files” was one of the rare
programs that I watched on
television. Though fictitious,
the story contained some truth
and had a message. I have
found this to be the case in
> .
N many old movies and books
£« where what has been present-
g ed as fiction has turned out
oo to have some truth in them. I
§ wonder how these authors and
— creators could see deep into
§ the future! Either they have
¢o some psychic abilities, or they
1 have friends and family mem-
bers in ruling circles.

In the “X Files”, the two FBI
agents discovered that every-
thing that was happening in
America and around the world
was planned and controlled by
a small group of anonymous
individuals whose identity
was unknown even among
themselves. 1 believe they
were ten in number, (plus one
or two aliens from outer space)
but they had established com-
mon ideas and goals and had
developed special methods to
execute their plans on time.

Watching the events happen-
ing rapidly and simultaneous-
ly in America, Europe and
around the world, takes me
back to the X Files series. [ am
not able to stop comparing the
similarities between the two.
The actual horror music that
we hear in real life, seems to
come from an orchestra where
each player is playing his/her
instrument perfectly in tune
with the other players. They
are able to create this com-
plicated symphony, in perfect
harmony. Of course, we can
see the players clearly, but
the conductor of the orchestra
is hidden in darkness, no one
knows who he is, nor see his
face. We can only guess his
identity by the movement of
his hands.

The players are all well-
trained. They are dedicated
and organized performers
who are motivated to perform
their parts perfectly. There are
mainly three reasons for their
motivation: money, power,

and fame.

Everything, even honor, has
a price. It is a kind of prosti-
tution. The customer is aware
of this, so his choice will de-
pend on the size of his pocket.
But for the conductors of this
orchestra, money is not an ob-
stacle. They are loaded with
the green paper. They have
enough money to buy anyone,
from the lowest to the highest
powers in any country. They
buy ordinary citizens, voters,
senators, congressmen (&
congresswomen), —ministers,
district attorneys, school board
members, educators, presti-
gious reporters, and journal-
ists, religious leaders and even
the presidents. Just give a per-
son money and promise them
power and they will do exactly
what is expected of them.

In reality, the conductors of
this orchestra are working
meticulously to destroy all ob-
stacles on their path to victo-
ry. These obstacles are ethics,
humanitarian principles, spiri-
tual beliefs, family and social
values, traditions, justice, and
respect for all.

Once these obstacles have dis-
appeared there will be nothing
left but new laws and philos-
ophies, for people to lean on.
This applies especially to the
new generation. The conduc-
tors of this symphony worship
the god of wealth; their shrines
are made of gold and precious
stones; the pages of their holy
book are stamped by the dol-
lar sign and they are ready to

do anything to obtain more
wealth, even if they have to
destroy the lives of beautiful
innocent children or coun-
tries that have been created by
sweat and blood of young and
old people!

They focus on children and
the younger generation. They
are waiting patiently for the el-
ders of society to disappear so
they will have a free hand to
finish their job! But they forget
that they themselves are reach-
ing the same age as the elders,
and as we say in Persian, they
have one leg is here on the
earth and the other one already
inside the pit! So, we can ask
ourselves who are they work-
ing for? Can they be guided by
the evil spirit, Ahriman who is
warring with the divine spirit,
Ahura Mazda?

It is another story with the new
generation. They have been
brainwashed and programmed
from birth. They have been
manipulated and cheated by
everyone. They have been tar-
geted especially since many of
them are lonely and scared in a
vast society where they do not
have a decent family life from
early childhood.

The unfortunate ones have
moved from foster homes to
shelters. Some have eventu-
ally ended up on the streets.
Some may have lived for a
short time, with a person who
promised to protect and give
them security. These young

people have never been loved
e

or taken care of by their fami-
lies. No one has ever cared for
them.

I'am reminded of Jerry Spring-
er. Though his shows were for
entertainment, they contained
an educational element. He
gave voice to a specific class
of Americans, which most
people are unaware of their
existence, of their lives and
their way of thinking. On
some shows, young girls were
invited to face their boyfriends
and solve their intimate prob-
lems in public. Most of them
were under the age of twenty.
Some of these women already
had two or three children and
were pregnant. Their boy-
friends denied being the fa-
ther of the future baby, but
the young women would be
insistent; they would cry, ar-
gue, and swear that their boy-
friend was the father. After
taking DNA tests many times,
we learnt that the boyfriend
was not the father. Later, she
would admit that she did not
know who the fathers of any
of her children were. Unfortu-
nately, this is the situation with
many young people in Ameri-
ca. Can anyone imagine what
those children go through till
they become adults? What be-
comes of them, without a pos-
itive role model, without love,
caring and education?

Unfortunately, this is the situ-
ation with many young people
in America. Can anyone imag-
ine the turmoil those children
would go through until they
reach the age of puberty?

The children in rich fami-
lies sometimes fare no better.
They grow up in large man-
sions mostly alone surrounded
by nannies and babysitters.

Their mothers and fathers are
busy accumulating wealth and
showing it off to their friends.
They don’t have much time
left to spend with their chil-
dren or show them affection!
They express their love and
attention by lavishing expen-
sive gifts on their children and
giving them plenty of money.
These young people too, may
end up spending their time
on the street or indulging in
drinking alcohol and taking all
kinds of drugs.

Our leaders are trying hard to
replace our spiritual, social
and family values with odd
ideologies, drugs, unlimited
sexual freedom and all the
wrong things that will destroy
a society. Many children grow
up in front of the television
sets from early childhood or
they have been a witness to
people acting real tragedies
right in front of their eyes, in
their homes. Whatever hap-
pens in America and in the
world right now, is successful-
ly planned and executed. The
aim 1is to at first destroy Unit-
ed States and then every other
part of the world. Replace the
past civilization with the new
society that they have in mind.

They achieve their goals
through:

1. creating division and hate
among people

2. By appealing to the good
intentions and the kind hearts
of children and youth through
the use of special slogans and
words that resonate well with
the new generation, they en-
force their ideology and create
robots.

3. The classical education
of the past is abandoned in fa-
vor of teachings that are more
mechanical. This fosters a new

generation of obedient slaves.
This is neither fair for the
coming generation nor good
for their future.

4. The youth are introduced
to drugs, alcohol, and sex in
abundance. Addiction is the
best way of controlling the
minds of anyone, at any age.
This is the main key to modern
slavery.

5. Once slave mentality is
created, the youth will be used
as they wish. The slaves-serfs
obey their masters’ orders.
When required, they will chant
in the street, burn, and destroy
buildings and kill anyone who
is unlike them. Special limou-
sine services will take them to
stores, to smash, steal and run
back to the waiting cars.

The authorities show no inter-
est in any of this. They can’t be
bothered to even learn who are
facilitating the getaways. Who
has been buying and selling
stocks worth millions of dol-
lars since the summer of 2020,
while so many stores and com-
panies have been closed or lost
their business because of these
situations? Do the authorities
care about the situation or are
they actually accomplices.

Is this normal?

. Has it become a normal
behavior to rob and beat hard-
working citizens in the streets,
metros, and parking lots, and
leave without the fear of pun-
ishment?

When there are no conse-
quences for destructive be-
havior and actions, they will
continue doing it!

*  Once God, justice, family
values and love is eliminated
from the lives of young peo-
ple, they will become vulnera-
ble for any given situation.

Right now, in America, gov-

ernment decisions and actions
are so illogical that even the
most uneducated individu-
als in the “underdeveloped”
countries around the world
are laughing at us! By mak-
ing the United States a mock-
ing subject, are the authorities
aiming to weaken it or do they
want to irritate the population
to a point that finally the hard
working, silent population will
lose their control and patience
so that God forbid the country
will enter, a bitter civil war.
Are the policies regarding
open borders and illegal im-
migrants by any chance have
the same aim?

How can a five-year-old know
what gender is and how can the
educators trust the wishes of a
five-year-old child, and help
him/her to change their sex?
Most five years old boys want
to become fire fighters, astro-
nauts, and garbage collectors.
And the same age girls want
to become like their mommy
and have children! Why do
the school advisors not help
them to achieve their goals?
Why are the authorities en-
gaged only on sexual matters?
Can they in reality be hiding
their real identity? Can they be
child molesters, pimps, or sex-
ual addicts themselves?

In contrast, most of the deci-
sion makers send their own
children to exclusive private

schools. Later in life, their
wealth and influence guaran- &
tee them a place at Harvard or &
Yale! Are the decisions made
anger, 5

intended to irritate,
and divide people? “Divide >

and conquer” was the British o

policy in their colonies. Since %
then, others are applying the
same principles. For the seek-
ers of power, there is victory in



Dance (CRagﬁs) has been a Eig part of Persian culture and iofentity for

What is Dance?

Dance is a series of body movements
in a rhythmic way to a piece of music.
The purpose of dancing is usually ex-
pressing a particular emotion for ex-
ample happiness!
Dance is categorized by its choreog-
raphy, repertoire of movements or its
historical period or place of origin.
First archeological proof of dance
comes from the 9 thousand year old
3> cave paintings in India. One of the
earliest uses of structured dance was
= introduced in religious ceremonies
that told the stories of ancient myths
o and gods.
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— Persian Dance

Sed

% Dance (Raghs) has been a big part of
> Persian culture and identity for many
years. Dancing had a significant role
in religious rituals specifically in the
faith of Zoroastrianism.

many years .
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At the time of Persian Empire and
during Achaemenids, Parthians and
Sassanids dynasties, dancing was
a well-developed and respected art
form. Ritual dance was adapted into
religious and other type of ceremo-
nies in the Persian Emperor’s court.
These dances incorporated high aes-
thetic and cultural values.

Dance types in Iran differ massively
based on culture differences and ar-
eas.

And since Iran consists of many eth-
nicities, one can find a large varia-
tion of dance types ranging from folk
dances to complicated dance routines.
However, researches show that the
oldest known Persian dance is a rhyth-
mic routine that depicts the worship
of Mithra. This type of Persian dance
was related to Mithrakana or Mehrgan
ceremonies. In these ceremonies even
the Persian Emperors did dance to the
music and participated in worshiping.
The purpose of this dance was be-

lieved to be restoring vigour and en-
ergy in one’s life, and the dance in-
cluded slaughtering a bull as sacrifice.
After the brief periods in which Iran
was seized by different powers such
as the Arabs or the Greeks, the dance
lineage was a little bit lost due to po-
litical unbalance and insecurity.

But one of the massive changes in
Persian dance happened when the
Persian Empire crumbled.

In that time, the Persian females were
forced into sexual labour and slavery

by the new oppressors that ruled over ,—

Iran.
These females were forced into per-
forming erotic and sensual dances for
the rulers. This situation went on for a
time until Islam took over and banned
dance entirely.
Since this prohibition was not tak-
en very seriously from time to time,
dance still lived on in the Persian cul-
ture.

To be Continued
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Looting in

Los Angeles

News from Los Ange-
les and Beverly Hills.

The newly built Chanel store
in Rodeo Drive - Beverly
Hills, was inaugurated on May
5th. Peter Marino is the archi-
tect of this beautiful 30.000
square foot gleaming white
cube building that its construc-
tion took over three years.
With all the craziness going
on around Los Angeles, unfor-
tunately, I am not able to stop
asking myself the one ques-
tion; «Will this place have the
same fate as other neighboring
ones?»

Years ago, no one would even
have imagined that all these
lawlessness’ could happen in
Los Angeles, especially in Ro-
deo Drive!

Let’s hope for the best!

The story of Coco Chanel
can inspire our youth who are
struggling at the beginning of
their professional life. Chanel
was born into poverty in the
French countryside. Her father
Albert Chanel was an itinerant
street vendor peddler. As her
mother died, her father aban-
doned Coco to an orphanage.
Yes, it is only by hard work
and great imagination that
miracles happen.

Not everyone is able to afford
to purchase Chanel products,
but at least everyone can ap-
preciate the beauty and cre-
ativity of the building outside
as well as the decoration and

inside.

Smash and Grab

Recently in Los Angeles, the
boutique, Yves Saint Laurent
was looted. An estimated
$350.000 dollars of their mer-
chandise was stolen.

Many of the Mammas and Pa-
pas franchise as well as other
chain store and convenience
stores are being looted daily.
Some of the owners of these
stores are not able to come
back and restart their business.

b

Therefore “Store for Lease”
signs are present on many
empty windows. In some ar-
eas, almost all the windows
in the entire street are cov-
ered with signs saying: “Sor-
ry, closed, out of business”, or
“Stores

for lease!”

Just considering these occur-
rences, one can ask:

“How come the authorities
allow these “smash and grab”
lootings to happen under their
watch?”

“What is the logic of allowing
thievescontinuetheir actions?”’
“What is the role of the minis-
try of justice?”

“Why do we have laws, judges,
and a court system, when the
laws are not

implemented, and no one re-
spects them?”

“How about the rights of
hard-working and honest citi-
zens?”

Yadash be kheyer, there was a
time that “dozdhaye gardaneh
zan” were present on all the
roads and mountains in Iran.
The businessmen and
ordinary travelers were attack
- ed and stripped of all their
belongings; they were lucky if
they stayed alive.

It took the brave citizen, khoda
biamorz, (blessed be his mem-
ory) Reza Shah Pahlavi, (1925
- 1941) who established peace
and safety in the country and

put an end to the activities that en
was going on for hundreds of &

years before he took power!
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