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When anger spreads inside
your breast

Keep watch against an idly
barking tongue.
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But I am not one of those with a
resentful temperament. I have a
quiet heart.
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I have a beautiful little girl: the
golden flowers

Are no match for her loveliness,
my darling Kleis
—for her, 1 wouldmt take all
Lydia or sweet ...

That when she was a girl if you
Bound the locks of your hair in
back,

Gathered there in a circle of
plaited purple.

Thatwas truly a fine adornment,
But for blondes with hair
yellower

Than a torch it is better to
fasten it

With fresh garlands of flower in
bloom,

And more recently there were
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Some Facts About

Hamas-lsrael wayr

How many hostages

did Hamas take?

240 hostages

Israeli police are docu-
menting cases of rape
perpetrated against wom-
en and girls by members
of Hamas as the militant
group attacked Israel on
October 7, killing 1,200 Is-
raelis taking more than 240
hostages.

Why are Israel and
Hamas fighting?
Fighting in Gaza resumed
over the weekend after
talks between Israel and
Hamas over potential hos-
tage releases stalled. The
talks, which also covered
the potential release of
Palestinian prisoners in Is-
rael, broke down after the
militants refused to free
more hostages unless Is-
rael agreed to a pause in
fighting.

> What nationality were
N
& the  hostages  of

Z Hamas?

— According to the Isracli
= government, 138 of the
— hostages have foreign pass-
;g ports, including 54 Thais,
& 15 Argentinians, 12 Ger-
® mans, 12 Americans, six

< French, and six Russians.

There is also one Chinese
hostage, one Sri Lankan,
two from Tanzania, and
two from the Philippines.

How many Palestinian
prisoners are in Israeli
Jjails?

Over 8,000 Palestinians
remain locked up in Israe-
li prisons and continue to
suffer this inhumane treat-
ment, while calls for their
release continue to grow.
The following are notes,
testimonies, and reflections
shared by prisoners and
their family members over
the past several weeks,

communicated  through
their lawyers.
What does Hamas

mean in Arabic?
Hamas is an acronym
of the Arabic phrase or
Harakah al-Mugawamah
al-’Islamiyyah, meaning
“Islamic Resistance Move-
ment”. This acronym,
HMS, was later glossed in
the Hamas Covenant by the
Arabic word hamas (usles)
which itself means “zeal”,
“strength”, or “bravery”.

What are the Hamas

fighting for?
HAMAS emerged in 1987
during the first Palestinian

uprising, or intifada, as an
outgrowth of the Muslim
Brotherhood’s  Palestinian
branch. The group is com-
mitted to armed resistance
against Israel and the cre-
ation of an Islamic Palestin-
ian state in Israel’s place.

Was Palestine a country

before Israel?

While the State of Israel was
established on 15 May 1948
and admitted to the United
Nations, a Palestinian State
was not established. The
remaining territories of pre-
1948 Palestine, the West
Bank - including East Jeru-
salem- and Gaza Strip, were
administered from 1948 till
1967 by Jordan and Egypt,
respectively.

Why did Israel bomb

Gaza?

The kind of indiscriminate
bombing we have seen in
the past month is undoubt-
edly part of Israels effort to
assert deterrence in rela-
tion to Hamas, as well as
Hezbollah. The message is
clear: look at the destruc-

tion in Gaza and beware.
Nov 10, 2023

Why did Israel bomb
Gaza?

The kind of indiscriminate
bombing we have seen in

the past month is undoubt-
edly part of Israel's effort
to assert deterrence in re-
lation to Hamas, as well as
Hezbollah. The message is
clear: look at the destruc-

tion in Gaza and beware.
Nov 10, 2023

How big is Hamas
army?

Izz ad-Din  al-Qassam
Brigades, which makes
up Hamas’ armed wing,
has an estimated 30,000—
40,000 fighters. The Bri-
gades, which has existed
since 1991, initially relied
in part upon suicide bomb-
ing campaigns.

Oct 21, 2023

Do Palestinians

support Hamas?

Just 27 percent of respon-
dents selected Hamas as
their preferred party, slight-
ly less than the proportion
who favored Fatah (30 per-
cent), the party that is led
by Abbas and that governs
the West Bank. Hamas’s
popularity in Gaza has
slipped as well, falling
from 34 percent support
in the 2021.

survey.Oct 25, 2023
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Michael Mobasheri —

Germany

Sofiafarity with Cl-[osmges & Israel

At the rally “Stand up
against terror, hatred and
antisemitism - in solidarity
and compassion with Isra-
el” at the Brandenburg Gate
in Berlin on October 22nd,
2023 many top German po-
litical figures had their say
—especially ~ Frank-Walter
Steinmeier the current Fed-
eral President of Germany
expressed himself firmly
against antisemitism and Is-
rael-hatred.

On 10/31/2023 it was report-
ed by diverse German media
that the Berlin’s police has
demolished and removed
the posters of Israeli hostag-
es abducted by Palestinian
terrorists from authorized
billboards in Berlin.[1] This
incident was caught on cam-
era, so that no one can deny
it.
Berlin’s police department
argued that according to
“German Press-Law” these
posters were ‘“illegal” be-
cause the “Imprint Declara-
tion” was missing(!)[2] It is
amazing that this attitude is
actually never practised with
»>millions of other posters and
N advertisements that are actu-
&ally illegally stuck all over
& city districts; After scrutiny
—of the circumstances I con-
<clude that this incident had
—sinister  prejudiced  origin;
-hspemally the term “Israel” or
© anything concerning Israel’s
& right to defend its existence
and maintain security of its
citizens causes schizophrenic

reactions in Germany based
on widespread systemic an-
tisemitism which is traditional
in Germany. After legitimate
criticism from mainly Jewish
organisations, the president of
Berlin’s Police Department,
Barbara Slowik de facto dis-
persed this appalling and dis-
gusting police conduct with
bunch of ludicrous and lame
excuses and spent pathetic
words to families of hostages
and the Jewish community.
Herewith I act in response to
this wretched, abject and dis-
gusting behaviour of the Ger-
man police which shocked me
like many others in the world.
I decided to dedicate two pag-
es to Israeli hostages and their
families, whose portrays were
demolished by Berlin’s police
in the current edition of AZA-
DI monthly magazine.
My action is also due to be a
sign of solidarity on behalf of
many Iranians that are hostag-
es of the vicious theocratic,
misanthropic and antisemitic
regime of ayatollahs since
45 years and do not have an
opportunity to express their
support and solidarity with

Israel, hostagesandtheirfam-
ilies openly at the moment
since persecution, risk of in-
carceration, savage torture
and execution by arbitrary,
despotic islamic sharia-laws
will jeopardize them in Iran.
Solidarity of Israel and di-
verse Jewish communities
with the uprisings after mur-
der of Mahsa Jina Amini was
absolutely outstanding and a
further motivation for me to
initiate this reciprocation.
Regarding the presence of
numerous Persian flags with
the beautiful golden “Lion &
Sun” emblem next to Israel
flags in Berlin’s rally, it is
pleasant to witness that the
friendship bridges are grad-
ually being rebuild between
Iranian and Israeli people
which I believe is surely en-
couraged by the colossal and
historical trip of the Persian
Crown Prince, Highness
Reza Pahlavi to Israel 2023
where he spoke about a dem-
ocratic secular Iran and em-
phasized a Middle East that
must defang an extremist re-
gime whose people have to
suffer while ayatollahs fund-

ing the radical islamic Hiz-
bullah, Houthis, and Hamas
with billions of dollars for
more than four decades. His
visit also occurred when Ira-
nians stopped burning Israe-
li and U.S. flags and realized
their only enemy is the tur-
baned, hideous ayatollahs.
This visit reminded Israelis
and Iranians of the glory and
the alliance they once had.

Let me end my transcript
with reminiscence of the fact
that in these bitter moments
of relentless antisemitism
and ruthless islamic aggres-
sions “many Iranians stand
with Israel and hostages”.
May our nations overcome
this common enemy and live
in eternal amity and peace.

I am incredibly thankful to
Mr.Morteza Parizi the Chief
Executive of AZADI, for
his unlimited support, his
openness and exception-
al courage. Sincerely I also
thank Dr.Rosemary Cohen
and Albert Bootesaz for
their friendship, diligence
and precious assistance with
searching pictures of hostag-
es when many others refused
any support and assistance.

References:

Posters and images of hos-
tages taken from: Hostag-
es and Missing Families
Forum; Available: https://
media. bringthemhome-
now.net/channel/Individu-

al++Posters/321828552
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[ 1]https://www.bz-berlin.
de/polizei/berliner-poli-
zei-reisst-plakate-von-is-
raelischen-geiseln-ab
[2]https://www.bz-berlin.
de/berlin/das-sagt-ber-
lins-polizeipraesiden-
tin-zum-plakat-abriss
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HOSTAGES AND MISSING FAMILIES FORUM

US says Hamas refusal to release more female hostages is to

blame for collapse of truce: Israel and Hamas have agreed to extend their truce
for another day, minutes before it was due to expire.

The temporary ceasefire was extended for a seventh day, shortly before 05:00 GMT, follow-
ing mediation with Qatar.The deal has led to the release of dozens of hostages kidnapped by
Hamas in exchange for Palestinians held in prisons and aid deliveries into Gaza.

On Wednesday night,Nov.29, 16 more hostages taken captive by Hamas were released, as
were 30 Palestinians.So far, some 102 Israeli hostages have been freed, while 210 Pal-
estinians prisoners have been released. About 140 Israelis remain in captivity.
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Nations and its agencies are
occupied by people with in-
fluential contacts, favorites
and relatives and not the de-
gree of their knowledge and
ability?

Another example is the
Human Rights agencies
and advocates. During the
reign of Mohammad Reza
Shah, every few months
there were reports of vio-
lations of human rights by
the government, or the con-
dition of prisoners and so
on. Since February of 1979
we have not heard Human
Rights advocates use their
microphones or print their
research! Isn’t that amaz-
ing? Have they gone on
vacation? Have they retired
or are human rights now
respected in the country?
Have they lost their courage
or are they motivated by
economic interests to keep
their mouth shut?

120.000 refugees were
thrown out of Artzakh.
Among them are babies,
children, women, men,
elderly and many inval-
id young men. They have
left everything behind and
are now walking empty
handed towards Armenia.
> Soon there will be snow.
8. They do not even have a
— shelter for protection nor
© warm clothing. Why does
no humanitarian newspa-
S. per write about them? Why
= does no television channel
;% talk about them? Why are
e there no university stu-
dents waving their flags
and walking on the campus
or lying on the streets for

A T

the Holy Ghazanchetsots Church of Shushi Artsakh Being
Transformed To A Mosque

them? No one even cares
or condemns Turkey for the
close to 2 million lost lives
during Armenian Genocide.
It is amazing that a few days
into the war in Gaza, Mr.
Erdogan

took the microphone in his
hand in the parliament to
condemn Israel and later he
proposed to send medication
and supplies to Gaza. Very
touching! Why didn’t he
send medication when the
cluster bombs were burning
and cutting the children two
years ago in Artzakh instead
of sending his generals and
arms to Azerbaijan?

History is important. Relics
and monuments that tell
the story of past cultures
should be preserved. It puts
us in touch with our past.
Even more important is to
respect the sanctity of life
given to us by God. All life
is precious. Discrimination
and killings are occurring
all over the world. Let us
raise our voices and fight
it no matter where it takes
place, whether it is carried
out by friend or foe. Most

of the time the victims are
inocent.

As you see, the children of
the wealthy are the favor-
ites. And who cares for the

poor!

Armenians have shared
the talents of many musi-
cians, craftsmen, artists,

and scientists like Aram
Khachaturian, Charles Az-
navour, Norair Sissakian,
Ivan Aivazovsky, and many
other individuals with the
world. But unfortunately

for Armenians, there are no
oil wells in Armenia, nor do
they have access to open
seas.

A reminder to all the enthu-
siastic revolutionary girls: If
you play with fire, you can
get burnt.

At the end of the 1970s
there were many idealis-
tic young women who got
carried away with revolu-
tionary ideas. They cov-
ered their bodies with long
Channel skirts, Dior blous-
es and covered their heads
with Hermes scarves. When
the revolution succeeded,
they had to live with the im-
posed restrictions and life
became a struggle. The situ-
ation has escalated since the
death of Masha Amini who
lost her life because her
scarf slipped from her head
and exposed her hair. Since
then, many young people
who were fighting for free-
dom have lost their lives or
have been imprisoned.

1. Ms.Virginia Crocker

Alt’s soul.

Thanks to the generous friends

In the previous issue, we mentioned the names of
some of Farhang Sadeghpour’s friends and rela-
tives, who followed his will and instead of sending
flowers to his house, they donated the cost to Azadi
Monthly. In this issue, we also refer to another Do-
nam who also sent their advance checks after the
publication of the issue. They are:

2. Ms.Laverna M. Hatch

We are grateful to all of them who followed the
wishes of Ali (Farhang) and may peace be upon

Azadi Monthly Magazine

Alarm Raised Over Health of
Political Prisoner on Hunger Strike

Two political prisoners in-
carcerated in Tehran’s Evin
prison have warned about
the deteriorating health of
fellow inmate Zohreh Sarv,
who has been on a hunger
strike for more than 10 days.

Mitra Navabi
LEAD TO NOWHERE

I walked to the cliffs

At the very edge of the earth

Then I took another step
To see if I can fall
Into an abyss

Zohreh Sarv\

The plight of Sarv, detailed
by Sepideh Qolyian and
Mahboobeh Rezaei in a let-
ter obtained by IranWire,
outlines a pattern of disre-
gard for prisoners’ rights
within the country’s judicial

And be freed from time and space.

1 stumbled on a crystal rock

That only let the light of love through
Then I left behind the other parts of me
And followed light on a cascade of reflections

Where the right path was crooked
And the pilgrim was knocked about

But the path

That was straight
Lead to nowhere

Or back to yesterday

And I heard the song of the universe
And found the colours of life, the ecstasy of living

On the crooked right path

system.

Sarv is serving a six-year
prison term on charges of
“gathering, colluding and
propaganda against the sys-
tem” stemming from her
activities on social media.
She launched her hunger
strike on November 23 to
protest against the harsh
treatment and injustices she
has faced since her arrest in
October 2021.

Over the past decades,
many political prisoners
in Iran have suffered from
serious medical compli-
cations caused by hunger
strikes, and some have lost
their lives.

In their letter, Qolyian and
Rezaei described Sarv as a
victim of the “unadulterated
corruption of the judiciary.”
“Under the unbridled influ-
ence of the [Islamic] Rev-
olutionary Guard [Corps]
within the judicial system,
Sarv’s lawyer and her-
self were denied access to
the case file throughout
the investigation and trial
phases,” they wrote.

In the absence of any evi-
dence, the court sentenced
Sarv “on the orders of the
interrogator,” they said,
adding that her conditional
release has been repeated-
ly denied despite having
served one-third of her sen-
tence.

“The interrogator informed
Zohreh that her release
hinged upon agreeing to
work for the IRGC in Iraq,”
the letter reads.

For 27 months, Sarv has
not been able to meet her

75-year-old mother, who is
unable to leave the house
due to her old age and a
hip fracture. The old wom-
an has been attended by a
nurse during her daughter’s
imprisonment.

oil must stay in the
ground will lead to
energy chaos: OPEC
chief

OPEC Secretary General
Haitham al-Ghais said on
Monday Dec 4,2023 during
a panel discussion at the
COP28 climate summit in
Dubai to say that oil has to
stay under the ground will
not lead to energy transition
but to energy chaos.

For the latest headlines,
follow our Google News
channel online or via the

app.

“We don’t feel that vilifying
[the] industry is a construc-
tive approach,” al-Ghais
said.

The UN’s climate confer-
ence COP28 kicked off in
Dubai on November 30 and
willrununtil December 12.

Sultan al-Jaber official-
ly assumed his role as
COP28 President takinglo\)
over the position from %j
his predecessor Sameh <
Shoukry, the Egyptian for- —
eign minister who chaired i
the previous COP talks in

°

Egypt last year. Z
5

S
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lockdowns. Singing, yell-
ing, fighting and attracting
the attention of the media is
very cool.

The next category who
takes part in demonstrations
are the vandals, or those
who like to participate in
demonstrations in order to
create chaos and make a
profit by looting and burn-
ing the stores, like those
who took part in George
Floyd’s  demonstrations.
Over the past three years
the looting has accelerated.
Many stores and business-
es have been affected. Now
we can expect looting on a
larger scale. The vandals
are hoping to attack pri-
vate homes in expensive
neighborhoods just as they
did when they went in the
residential streets of Bever-
ly Hills after looting fancy
stores in

Rodeo Drive. They shout-
ed at the residents to leave
their houses as it did not be-
long to them anymore. But
they forgot that they were
in Beverly Hills and not
Minneapolis, so the police
arrived immediately and
evacuated them!

Then, there are the lost souls
among these demonstrators.
These are lonely boys and
& girls that have been pushed
g into political groups or even
— into organized crime, in the
S hope of replacing their ab-
— sentee parents, unaware that
f; they are being manipulated
c% by individuals who are tak-
& ing advantage of their na-

ivety and idealistic beliefs

RZY

for their own profit. They
are taught slogans, which
they repeat without under-
standing their hidden mes-
sages. Trapped in this web
they waste their time and
energy while

a few of their top leaders
pursue their agendas or fill
their bank accounts, living
a life of luxury and comfort
and refusing all logical solu-
tions to end the conflicts.

from this revolutionary
man and are now enjoying
a life of comfort, peace and
luxury ever since, mostly
in Paris and Malta. Mean-
while, the same Palestinian
refugees that Arafat used to
fight for, are still living in
small apartments or in the
uncomfortable tents, with
their extended family mem-
bers and multiple children
that their chairman had sug

APPREHENDED MIGRANTS COME
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EGYPT
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Just look around at most of
our high-ranking officers
and youth idols. Count their
mansions and follow their
mode de vie!

There are many examples
of this type of leader both
in past and present history.
Yasser Arafat had secretly
amassed at least $1.3 bil-
lion in “personal assets,”
but there is a lot more un-
accounted for. He was a
known fighter for the Pal-
estinian cause. He had
many opportunities to bring
prosperity and peace to his
people, which he refused on
every occasion. But when
he died his wife and daugh-
ter received an inheritance

gested they have to help win
their cause by demography.

Now the same tradition
continues with Hamas lead-
ers who themselves live in
luxury, in peace and safety
and yet order their young
followers to fight, take re-
venge and sacrifice their
lives for the great cause.
They are reminded that in
case they lose their lives,
there are virgins waiting for
them in heaven.

The last group are the mul-
titude of young people who
have arrived in the southern
borders of America either
with fake ID or without any
identification. The border

agents are compelled to
trust the information they
are provided verbally, with
regards to their names, age
and the country of origin.
Good luck to the security
of our country! How can a
person who illegally enters
the country, from places
where a fake ID card can be
obtained through bribes, be
trusted?

According to the recent
statistical charts aired on
TV, there are 30.000 illegal
Turkish immigrants who
have recently arrived in the
United States (see the chart).
Why is Turkey sending ille-
gal immigrants to America?
Isn’t Turkey, by opening its
gates and allowing the pas-
sage of refugees and illegal
immigration to Europe, re-
sponsible for the chaos we
hear of? Aren’t the govern-
ments themselves responsi-
ble for people coming to the
American borders? What
are the aims and purposes
behind these actions? Why
is the government of Amer-
ica so naive when they wit-
ness what is happening in
Europe? Is it an intentional
policy to change the de-
mography and the structure
of America?

Maybe not all the demon-
strators are Harvard, Yale
or NYU students. May-
be if their ID cards were
checked, those with other
agendas, as well as agents
from other countries who
may have come to carry out
secret operations would be
discovered. —

I wish we could also ask the
demonstrators the follow-
ing:

Can you draw a map of the
Middle East and write the
name of the countries onit?”

“Can you name ancient
countries that have exist-
ed for over two thousand
years?”

Which countries were in-
volved in the 1st and 2nd
World Wars?”’

“Which countries were cre-
ated in the past 100 years?”

“What is the meaning of
Genocide? Who coined this
word and since when has it
been added to our vocabu-
lary?”

“What is the meaning of
concepts such as Democra-
cy, freedom of speech and
human rights?”’

[ am not going to provide an
answer to these questions
myself, but I would like to
point out the unfairness of
the people who cry loudly
for one cause but not for the
other similar causes!

Politics are influenced by
economic and social factors
and interests which high-
lights the differences exist-
ing between a child from a
poor family and one from a
wealthy influential family.

Supposing, that two young-
sters, one coming from a
rich family, the other from

a poor family, commit the
same crime in the same city.
Often the poor will end up
with severe punishment and
jail time whereas the rich
youngster will go free and
clear his name,

with the help of a famous
attorney. Even the victim of
a rich guy’s crime will be
persuaded to testify in his
favor. In the news the poor
boy will be seen in hand-
cuffs before being driven
to jail, whereas the rich
one will appear leaving the
court with a large smile on
his face, surrounded by his
influential family members
going towards his parents’
limousine. The same is true
for political situations. Hav-
ing influential friends can
help to justify all actions!
I cannot understand why
tragedies and human suffer-
ing in one country becomes
hot news commented upon
on TV programs day and
night while it is totally ig-
nored when it happens in
another country that goes
through the same situation.

Since the Iranian Revolu-
tion, many people have

lost their fate in all “Hu-
manitarian and Internation-
al organizations”.

Once, because of my love
of people, my dream was
to work for an international
organization. I love learn-
ing about the different cul-
tures, art and music. So, for
a short time, 1 worked at
UNESCO. That experience
was enough to shatter my
dream, for I realized that

most people who worked
at UNESCO, through their
connections, had obtained
their jobs to acquire higher
status, not because of their
qualification or love of hu-
manity. The selection of the
head of the organizations
was also a political decision.
It was not important to save
ancient cultures, preserve
historical heritages, pro-
mote arts or music. Some
countries were involved in
bombing and destroying
ancient statues on the top of
mountains or churches and
rare historical monuments
because they were against
their beliefs. And no one did
anything about it and this
even continues right at this
moment.

Mr. Armen Haghnazarian,
a well-respected architect,
living in Germany, had
created a digital museum
of Armenian churches,
monasteries and other ar-
chitectural monuments. He
photographed Churches for
his research. While he was
in Turkey, one day he went
to revisit a church he had
seen previously. The entire
building had disappeared.
He told us that the govern-
ment was sending soldiers
at night, to demolish his-
torical buildings and trans-
porting the debris to another
location. They flattened the
ground as if there had nev-
er been a building there and
even covered the grounds
with grass.

Right now, the Arme-
nian medieval monastery,

Gandzasar, built between
1216 to 1238, is being
transformed to a mosque by
the Azarbaijan government
who took over Artzakh two
years ago after a bitter war.
Gandzasar monastery is a
masterpiece. It is consid-
ered to be an example of
the highest development
in Armenian medieval ar-
chitecture. Azerbaijan was
created by the suggestion of
Turkey and the acceptance
of Bolshevik Russia in
1918. Gandzasar was built
exactly 720 years before
there was a country named
Azerbaijan. The Holy Qu-
ran provides Muslem with
five Devine guidelines. Ev-
eryone»s God-given human
dignity must be respect-
ed, regardless of his or her
faith, race, ethnic origin,
gender, or social status (ref.
Qunan, 17:70). Further-
more, in chapter 2, verse 62
of the Quran states: «Sure-
ly those who believe, those
who have received the Holy
Book, are Jews, and the
Christians, and whoever be-
lieves in God and the Last
Day and does good, shall
have their reward with their
Lord.”

Turning a church into a
Mosque is a sign of disre-
spect, not only for Chris- o
tians but disrespect for the &
true teachings of Islam.
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The irony of it all is that the _
daughter of the president 5
of Azerbaijan is a cultural =
ambassador at UNESCO!&
Which proves that the posi- <C
tions in the United —
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By: Dr.Rosemary Cohen

People are never treated equally

So, it seems that Life is not fair.

People are never treatec

equally.

So, it seems that life is not
fair.

It is unfortunate that

governments can decide
to eliminate constructive
subjects from the curriculum
that are beneficial for the
development of students.
Whenever  governments
face a shortage in their
budget, they immediately
try to solve the problem by
cutting funds in arts, music
and sport programs in the
schools. These programs
actually help to develop
the mind, heal the spirit
and empower creativity
and imagination in a child.
In addition, participating in
sports and playing certain
musical instruments helps
the coordination of various
parts of the body with each
other and increases control
over the mind, movements
and emotions. In addition,
playing in an orchestra or
painting a group project or
E playing in a team teaches
8 the child to have work
E ethics, respect, and achieve
© common goals with each
< other.

= So, when they eliminate
;%these subjects from the
NS school programs, they
intentionally try to shatter
the future of children
and their development

possibilities.

wealthy parents can afford
to pay for private teachers,
but it is not fair for children
from ordinary families
who spend their time at
schools and do not receive
the proper education and
development.

Other subjects in danger
of elimination from the
curriculum of many school
programs  are  history
and  geography.  This
phenomenon has a political
angle. If the children do
not learn the history of the
world they cannot learn
from the past history.
When they do not learn the
location of a country while
at school, how are they
going to be able to develop
their national identity?
Probably they will never be
curious to learn who they
are and what has happened
to them or their ancestors
in the past. Therefore they
can easily be manipulated
or even enslaved by various
political interests and led
in the direction of their
masters’ wishes. Many
children in our society do
not have parents who are
knowledgeable enough to
explain and fill in blanks for
them.

With an economic crisis,
parents are forced to work

support the needs of their
family. Quite likely that
when they return home
at night, their young
children are fast asleep. In
school, children are taught
subjects approved by the
government, in crowded
classes, by teachers who
have their own agenda.
Out of school, they are
influenced by stupid TV
programs or street gangs.
They also spend a lot of
time with electronic and
telephone devices.

This is the reason for the
present day’s odd behavior
of youth which some people

may be wondering about.
There was a curious
phenomenon during

George Floyd’s riots when
the young generation were
running in the streets of
our cities. It seemed that
everything was prepared in
advance for the upcoming

events.  What  always
amazed me is that all the
T-shirts, boards, banners

with all messages printed
on them were prepared and
available in large quantities
at such an amazing speed.
When 1 order T-shirts,
banners or other printed
materials  for  different
expositions from shops that
I have worked with for a

long time, it takes them at
least a week to prepare my
order!

Now the same scenario is
repeating itself. A few days
after the horrors of October
Vth, when Israel attacked
Gaza, suddenly there was
a demonstration, with so
many Palestinian Keffiyeh
and flags appearing in the
hands, on the heads and
shoulders of demonstrators.
When you are in business
you become aware of the
question of demand and
availability of products in
the warehouses. These were
not the highly demanded
products in the United
States or even the world.
Who printed all those
flags, banners, T-shirts and
messages in one night?
How come they had so
many scarves available in
the USA at the right time
needed? A scarf needs to
be printed, washed, ironed,
cut and its edges sewn, this
cannot be done overnight
and all the large orders like
this are normally done in
China or India so one can
imagine the production
time, transportation and
custom clearance time.
(This 1s actually the
business that I have, and 1
am very familiar with its
time turnouts). ——
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And finally, how did, as the

Iranians used to call “the
five toman siahe lashgary”,
appear where needed
so rapidly in such large
numbers and organized
way.

Only a very knowledgeable
psychic could  have
predicted it all!

Of course, we have to
acknowledge that there can
be honest and true believers
among the demonstrators.
But let us remember that the
demonstrators who cried
out against the injustice
done to George Floyd, they
later harmed, injured and
killed others. Why did they
burn and loot offices and
stores and inflict billions
of dollars of damage to the
cities that they lived in?
Why did the government
agents turn their faces away
and did not stop the riots at
the beginning? It would be
interesting to know who
is pulling the marionette
strings. Unfortunately, we
will never know the truth!
This reminds me of a
conversation that I had with
one of prime minister Mr.
Hoveyda’ assistants years
ago. He told me:

“Mr. Hoveyda and I were
classmates in  Alborz
College, High school in
Tehran. Like most of the
young people of that time,
we were the followers of
a political group that was
opposing the government.
In those days, many
demonstrations took place

the picture of Gandzasar when it was not destroyed

at Tehran University and
at some high schools. One
day a large demonstration
was organized, and they
told us to cut short our
class and join the organized
demonstration in the school
yard. In time the number
of students increased
considerably and probably.
When the school authorities
lost control, they called
the police. As the students
learned the news and heard
the sirens from a distance
approaching the school
they panicked. The gates
were closed. I ran towards
the wall closest to the street
of the school grounds.
Others followed me. A few
of us who were taller and
stronger  volunteered to
clamp our hands, like we
did when we were kids and
wanted to climb up a tree
without ladders. We could
put our foot in our friend’s
palms and climb.

So, we also clamped our
hands and the students
climbed over the wall to
freedom on the street. This
continued for a while, until
there were only two of us

left, me and an older man
who had helped so many
students jump over the wall.
We were so busy helping
others that I had not even
had time to talk to or take a
look at him. He told me to
hurry and jump as the police
cars were approaching. As [
heard his voice and looked
at him for the first time, I
realized that I had never
seen this man in any of
our meetings or discussion
groups before. But there
was no time for discussion.
He insisted that 1 jump
immediately. He added
that there was no time for
Taarof.

Atthatexactmoment, [heard
the sirens approaching. I
shivered at the thought of
being imprisoned. So, I put
my foot inside his clamped
palms and jumped over
the wall. As I was running
away from the danger, I
prayed that the kind man
who saved my life would
be able to reach safety
too! When I went back
to school the following
day, I looked around for
the man. But I never saw

him in any meetings, nor
did T see him among the
employees, schoolteachers,
or administrators.

That was a long time ago.
Since then, I have finished
my education and now I
have started a secure job.
Yet I often find myself
wondering: “Who was this
mysterious man? Why was
he present among us? Who
clamped his hands for him
to safety? Who was he
working for?”

There are different
categories of people who
are likely to take part in a
demonstration.

The first category is the
students and their affiliates.
According to reporters,
a large number of the
young “Harvard and other
University Students” who
are demonstrating in the
streets, are  politically
active members of various
organizations. Some are
just searching for their life
purpose. Others are trying
to fill the emptiness of their
lives caused by absentee
parents or through a
relationship. Some students
said they were there
because they were asked en
by their friends, and they &
didn’t want to lose their
friendship. Others thought —
a demonstration resembled §
a Marathon; it was fun, for =
at the same time they would -2
be releasing frustration and :5
depression especially after:%s
the long period of solitude
during forced covid ==
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