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cruelty and arrogance, the
treachery of relatives and
the tragic end

It is this epilogue of Nad-
er’s saga that most Iranians
wish to forgive and forget.
The writer concludes by
asking the crucial ques-

“As I have written in my
biography of Nader, he
was a very great man. We
should regard him as one
the great personalities of
the history of the world.
Yes, I consider him with-
out the slightest doubt, as a
great man,; un unconnected

tion, tells us how history figure who without any ex-

has judged, wonders what
verdict the posterity might
have in store. In the words

ternal support or influence
rose from outside the circle
of power and made his way

of Louis Dubeux, the great from nothing to the rank of

nineteenth century French
historian:

“During the seven years of

the Afghan occupation, a
handful of barbarians had
subjugated the Iranian peo-
ple to their cruel and miser-
able domination. More than
a million people had died,
the most beautiful provinc-
es were reduced to barren
deserts, the magnificent
monuments crumbled and
covered in dust.... It was the
genius of Nader that saved
the oppressed nation.”

The renowned Check
Iranologist, Minorski, con-
cludes his History of Nader,
1934, by summing up the
greatest achievement of the
hero:

“Since his time, the territo-
ry of Iran has much shrunk
in the North, East and North
East but even in its present
limits, Persiawouldnot have
existed without Nader.”

Just before the Second
World War, another well-
known biographer, Lau-
rence Lockhart told his au-
dience in a conference in
London:

the supreme conqueror of
Asia. Is it not greatness?”’

Professor Nahavandi’s
voice is that of experience
and authority. The read-
er is led to no choice but
subscribe to his view that
history tends to forgive
the misdeeds of the last
three years of Nader, pre-
fers to bury the evils with
his bones and register an
untarnished image of the
great saviour.

Throughout human history
we can find similar great
warriors, emperors and
kings corrupted by power
or wealth, ending as dic-
tators, pursuing person-
al follies and ambitions.
From the great Nordic
hero, Beowulf, and Julius
Ceasar of Rome, to con-
temporary monarchs and
leaders the examples are
numerous. Like Nader, the
great Shakespearean hero,
Othello, also rose from an
unknown Moorish tribe to
become the saviour of the
Venetian civilisation by the
power of his sword and
mastery of martial art.

Many of the great leaders
of history have finally been
humiliated by their own
“overleaping”  ambitions
and fatal follies. In the in-
evitable hour they bid fare-
well to the worldly pomp,
leave their ephemeral
glories behind with one
remaining hope that his-
tory may one day forgive
their faults and remember
the good they have done.
Churchill was right to say
“Those that fail to learn
from history are doomed
to repeat it.” The verdict
of history is always loud,
clear, and recurrently cru-
el that we may “lend our
ears.” The “Extraordi-
nary Life of Nader Shah
of Iran” offers more than
what meets the eye.
“Farewell the plumed
troop, and the big wars
That make ambition virtue!
O, farewell!

Farewell the neighing
steed and the shrill trump,
The spirit-stirring drum,
th' ear-piercing fife,

The royal banner, and all
quality,

Pride, pomp, and circum-
stance of glorious war!”
Othello
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living in comfort and pros-
perity are suffering. Their
parents and grandparents
distributed cookies and
danced in the streets as
they heard the shah had
died. Unfortunately, they
were not aware that in re-
ality they themselves and
their country died on the
same date, at 25 o’clock as
President Sadat predicted.
Now finally, reality is sink-
ing in, and they regret their
loss. The shepherd is far
gone, and his flock is scat-
tered all over the world, in
the cities and countries that
no one had heard of before
in Iran. Unfortunately, this
time it will be very difficult
to find a new Iranian Mo-
ses to be able to assemble
and guide the scattered lost
people back to their ances-
tor’s land!

Yes, Moses achieved his
goal of freeing people from
bondage and taking them
to the Promised Land, the
land of Milk & Honey.
The Iranians were actual-
ly living in The Promised
Land. The Shah offered
to his people abundant
Milk & Honey, but the un-
grateful people turned their
backs on him and walked
back to their old bondage.

Azadi Monthly
Magazine cell#is :
+(781)-493-2212

and our Email is:
Azadimagazine@aol.com
Azadi@parsmassmedia.org

LIANA COHEN FOUNDATION
Presents

THE 28TH INTERNATIONAL LIANA COHEN MUSIC COMPETITION

For all students grade 1st— 12th

Instruments:
Piano
Strings (- ‘J!%‘ 5y llo ~ [ guitar).
Winds (ob: e re, >nch horn)

Py i
.&I I'r- B

competition to be held:
*Saturday, March 9, 2024
Beginning 8:30 AM
At: Holly virgin mary Russian orthodox cathedral, los angeles 90026

Winners OF1,2,3 placement WILL perform at liana Cohen
music festival

All participants will receive a beautiful CERTIFICATE and a medal
The Two GrAND PRIZE WINNERS WILL RECEIVE MONETARY AWARDS :
Liana Cohen: Piano & Dr. Ruben Cohen: Strings

CONCERT TO BE HELD:
SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2024 —5:00 PM

ZIPPER HALL

COLBURN SCHOOL

200 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE

Los Angeles, ca 90012

Free Admission
Deadline to apply: February 29, 2024
Please see our website for application: Facebook or www.lianacohen.org
Telephone: (310) 552-3518 Emergency: 310-770-7404

*Musicians who respect Shabbat: please contact by phone or email: info@lianacohen.org
Competition (only for Shomer Shabbat) musicians will take place on Sunday March 10, 3:30pm at the

above location.
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By: Prof.Parviz Amouzegar

The Extraordinary Life of Nader Shah of Iran

The Legend of a Saviour

By Dr. Houchang Nahavandi: A Geoffrey de Bouillon publication.

“Boundless intemperance
In nature is a tyranny. It
hath been

Th’ untimely emptying of

the happy throne

And fall of many kings.”
Macbeth

Already prominent as an
economist and statesman,
hailed for his capacity of
leadership and innovation
in the academic world,
Professor Houchang Naha-
vandi has, in the post-revo-
lutionary decades, devoted
much of his attention to
exposing the moments of
glory and greatness in the
annals of his illustrious na-
tion, passionately resolved

5 10 reveal to the world the
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undisclosed contributions
of the country and some of
its leaders to the global ci-

< vilisation.

Iran: A History of 4000
Years; The Great Figures
of Iran; Three Events and
Three Statesmen; Iran: The
Clash of Ambitions; Shah
Abbas: the Emperor of
Persia; Mohammad Reza

Pahlavi: the Last Shah of
Iran; Reza Shah: the Off-
spring of Iran are amongst
his numerous books uni-
versally acclaimed. His
Shah Abbas won him the
title of the Laureate of the
French Academy, a rare
reward reserved to those
who have invested in the
radiance of the language
of Moli¢re. The biogra-
phies of Dr. Mossadegh,
Ghavam ol Saltaneh and
other distinguished lead-
ers established his fame as
a sincere, honest historian
who treats friends and ri-
vals with impartiality and
academic fairness.

La vie Extraordinaire de
Nader Shah d’Iran: Le
Mythe du Sauveur (The
Extraordinary Life of
Nader Shah of Iran: The
Legend of a Saviour) is
the most recent work of this
prolific writer published
by Geoffrey de Bouillon,
Paris, Octobre 2023. It is
a fabulous chronicle of
the destiny of Nader Shah
(1688-1747), the son of a
herdsman and cloth maker,
abandoned to slavehood in
tender age who becomes
a true king of kings, an il-
lustrious emperor by the
power of his sword, un-
paralleled strategic talents
and iron will; a conqueror,

the mighty maker of an
Empire that stretched
from Delhi to Cauca-
sus. We see how an un-
known Sunni boy, issue
of a minor and modest
nomadic tribe in Kho-
rassan makes his way
to the peacock throne
and his name one of
the glorious and most
admired figures of the
Iranian history for what
he was and what he
achieved in the earlier
years of his life.

Contemporary his-
torians have often com-
pared Nader to Alexander
the Great or Napoleon
Bonaparte. He owes his
triumphs not only to the
decadence and decline of
the Safavid dynasty but to
personal valour and qual-
ities of leadership. From
the defeat of Shah Soltan
Hussein, in a short span
of 16 years, Nader’s mili-
tary genius leads the way
to the conquest of Delhi,
bringing Iran to the pinna-
cles of glory, elevating the
fallen nation to the state
of a much-envied super-
power of the time. The
bard of Avon would have
described him as another
“Bellona’s Bridegroom™ a
great warrior “whose ban-
ners flout the sky,” fit to be
the Homeric champion of a

Paris October, 2023
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lasting epic or Shakespear-
ean hero of an immortal
tragedy.

The French Ambassador,
Pierre Amédée Jaubert,
carried a letter from Napo-
leon Bonaparte to Fath Ali
Shah Qajar in which the
French emperor, praised
Nader Shah as a “great
warrior who was able to
conquer a great power,
who struck the insurgents
with terror and was fear-
some to his neighbours. He
triumphs over his enemies
and reigns with glory.”
The author of the book
describes Nader as a char-
ismatic military genius, a
warrior whose simplicity
charmed the followers;
a commander who lived
with his soldiers, in a simi-
lar way, far from pomp and

pride, a leader who loved
=i

his subjects and cared for
them. He led his army with
a professional efficiency
that defied comparison.
First, he was determined
to revenge the humilia-
tion that his country had
suffered at the invasion of
the Afghans from 1720 to
1730, to be followed by
higher aspirations, victory
after victory defeating the
Ottomans and the Russians
to conclude with the con-
quest of the Indian Empire,
the kingdom of descen-
dants of Tamburlaine the
Great.

Nader’s words of magna-
nimity and sagacity set the
tone and serve as a prom-
ising prologue to the ex-
traordinary narrative that
follows:

“My sovereign belt is a
symbol of my servitude
towards my country. Many
Naders have preceded me
and many more shall suc-
ceed, but Iran and the Irani-
ans should always live with
grandeur in superiority.”

The first chapters of the
book are devoted to an
analysis of the causes of
decline and fall of the two-
hundred-year-old Safavid
dynasty. We see how Na-
der rises from obscurity,
reforms Iran’s military
forces, defeats the Afghans
in a series of brilliant bat-
tles. He restores Tahmasp
to the throne but finally
finds him incompetent and
unfit, forces him to abdi-
cate in favour of his infant
son Abbas III. On March
the 5th. 1736, the political

and military leaders who
had gathered in Moghan
plane in Azarbaijan to dis-
cuss the problems of the
leadership of the country
and search of a more capa-
ble head of state, proclaim
Nader as the Shah of Iran.
Nader was never attracted
to a life of luxury or purs-
ing personal pleasures, he
preferred living in a simple
tent in the field rather than
occupy sumptuous roy-
al palaces. The son of the
sword enjoyed the compa-
ny of his warriors and the
challenges of the battle-
field. Once when surprised
to learn from a clergyman
that there was no war in
paradise, he asked: "How
can there be any delights
there?".

Chapters six and seven of
the book describe the con-
quest of Kandahar and Na-
der’s turning of attention to
the powerful and prosper-
ous Indian Empire. On the
eve of the decisive day that
he attacked Delhi, he re-
ceived an old warrior who
had impressed him in the
field. The conversation be-
tween the emperor and the
old man is reported here:
-Where do you come from?
Who are you?

- I come from Abarghou,
near Ispahan. I have been
fighting in your army for
the last seventeen years.

- Bravo. What a force you
have, what a courage,
what a skill in handling
your sword. Were you the
same when you started
your career as a soldier?

- Oh, no, Nader, I had a
quicker hand and mind
when I was young.

- Were you there then when
I conquered Ispahan and
took it back from the Af-
ghans?

- Yes, Nader. I was there
but you were not yet on the
throme.....

Then follows the highlight
of Nader’s six great cam-
paigns crowned by six ex-
traordinary victories. He
enters Delhi, captures Mo-
hammad Shah who begs
for mercy that is generous-
ly granted. The crown, the
peacock Throne the two
rare diamonds ‘Mountain
of Light’ and ‘Sea of Light’
together with the treasury
of jewels and thousands
of elephants, camels and
horses estimated to have
been worth seven hundred
million rupees are offered
to the conqueror which he
partly distributes amongst
his soldiers to compensate
their patriotic sacrifices.
With the wealth he brings
to the Iranian coffers, he
offers a universal three-
year tax holiday to the
great delight of his people.
He then decides to retire
to his native village, Ka-
lat Naderi, hoping to pass
the last years of his life in
peace.

“On the night of 19th. to
20th of June 1747, six-
ty-five officers including
two relatives and some of
the personal entourage
of Nader carry on their
long-meditated assassina-
tion plot against the king

assuming that he had be-
come excessively harsh
and capriciously ruthless
in old age. The first victim
of the putschists happens
to be a certain Ahmad
Khan Dorani, 25-year-old
Afghan officer in charge
of the security of Naders
tent. Some twelve of the
coup plotters enter the tent.
He wakes up, takes up his
sword, tries to defend and
mortally wounds two of the
assailers. He then cries for
help to no avail; his voice
vanishes in the dark of the
night. Saleh Khan, a close
relative, cuts the emperors
right hand with his sword;
a Qajar general decapi-
tates the falling hero. The
great conqueror dies the
very way he had lived,
in a stream of blood.”
Ch.10

Professor ~ Nahavandi’s
book is presented in ten
chapters and a short epi-
logue. It treats the four fol-
lowing topics:

1. The decline and
fall of the Savid Dynasty
after the death of the Shah
Abbas the Great

2. The obscure child-
hood, the astonishing and
rapid rise of the nomad-
ic orphan from misery to

the pinnacle of power and

fame
3. Nader’s spectacu-

)
an

<
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lar military achievements =
and victories, his rise to the ©
peacock throne, the resto- —
ration of the great Persian 2

Empire

4. The darker, declin-
ing years, the three unfor-
tunate years of capricm
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landlords and the Clergies
who owned and earned
endless profits and income
from their lands. It was
called the White revolution
The name attributed to the
revolution as the reforms
were accepted peaceful-
ly by general vote without
shedding a drop of blood.
The first series of reforms
accepted on 26 January
1963, were: Land Reform,
Nationalization of Forests
and Pasturelands, Privat-
ization of the Government
Owned Enterprises, Profit
Sharing, Literacy Corps,
Health Corps, Emancipa-
tion of Women. However,
as the time passed more
issues were added to the
White Revolution, especial-
ly in 1977 when the total of
the reforms reached to 19
points, the last one being
“Introduction of Measures
to Fight against Corruption
within the bureaucracy”
that lasted until 1979.
As a result of the white
revolution there was an
increase in most people’s
income. The villages were
provided with electricity, ra-
dios and television sets, and
more comfort. The children
went to school and learned
how to read and write.
Since the majority of adults
were illiterate, they had the
2. possibility to attend literacy
g classes and learn. The peas-
— ants were free to leave their
§ villages and live where they
= wished. Clinics and vac-
g cines were introduced so
09 the babies did not die like
+ before. The life of the peas-
ants had changed for good; a

17A%

change from the time when
they worked like slaves for
their landlords with a min-
imum income. But unfor-
tunately, the disadvantages
were also present within the
changes. Only the elderly
remembered the old times
and were able to compare
the present situation with
old times and appreciate
it whereas the youth were
critical of everything. They
had no memory of the past
so instead they compared
their situation to the well-
off neighbors and the youth
in the capital or large cities.
Let’s look at the demogra-
phy and the increase of the
population in Iran.

1950 14.2 million (Coup
d’état)

1960 21.91 million (White
revolution)

1970 28.4 million -in 20
years the population has-
doubled.

1979 37.2 million (Islam-
ic Revolution)

2021 87.92 million

The Age Structure chart in-
dicates: (Wikipedia)

0-14 years 24.11%
65+over 5.87%

Looking at the structure of
the age pyramid in Iran, we
notice that the bottom wide
( the base of the pyramid)

starts from 0 to 35 years and
then diminishes while go-
ing up the pyramid to 45 to
60 years then it diminishes
considerably arriving at the
peak 60 — 80 years at the
top. The elderly population
makes up almost 5% of the
first two groups who need
teachers, mentors, and guid-
ance. Unfortunately, this
group that forms the future
of the country is left unsu-
pervised and stays isolated
as the 5% is not able to take
care of the 24.11% + the 14
to 30 years old group who
need help and guidance.
Therefore, we end up with
an unhappy majority even if
the best plans have been im-
plemented for them. They
do not have the ability to
understand, digest and find
their ways in the fast-mov-
ing new society.

We may ask ourselves why
people whose lives had
changed for the better were
dissatisfied. The answer is:
indigestion. It is like a per-
son who eats too much of
his favorite food. The result
is stomachache and indiges-
tion. In aggravated worst
cases, hospitalization, inter-
vention and even death!
There were many attempts
on the life of Shah. Af-
ter his return to the throne

with the help of his people
and friendly foreign coun-
tries in 1953, he knew he
had to make changes in his
country. In1959 the Shah
remarried for the third time
with Farah Diba. Their first-
born son, the crown prince
Reza Pahlavi was bomn
in 1960 which gave them
hope of the continuation of
the Pahlavi dynasty. As a
father the Shah wanted to
leave his son a much better
country than the one, he had
received. He was aware that
he did not have much time,
so he worked fast to achieve
his goals.

Now let’s go back in time
to Exodus and see how Mo-
ses led the Israelites out of
Egypt and across the Red
Sea. His approach to guid-
ing people towards the
“promised land, the land of
honey and milk” was very
different from the ways that
the Shah wanted to take his
people to “the gates of the
21st Century™.

Let us look at the map of
Egypt and Israel. A person
who has crossed the Red
Sea would be able to reach
Israel in a week. Moses
was guiding thousands of
people, so maybe it would
take him a month, or let us
say one year, but not forty
years. The reason that he
chose 40 years to remain
in the desert was purely for
the reasons of education
and psychology. The peo-
ple that were following him
had been slaves and lived
a life of bondage and slav-
ery for hundreds of years.
They were influenced by

Egyptian culture and had
never practiced any kind
of freedom. Moses was
aware that he would nev-
er be able to change their
mentality completely even
when he took his time wan-
dering in the desert. When
they were ready, they based
themselves at Mount Sinai
where Moses received the
Ten Commandments. Then
the schooling started, teach-
ing people the meaning and
practice of the command-
ments and the laws. After
40 years of wandering in the
desert, the old generation
who were born slaves died
in the desert and when it
was time to reach their goal,
it was the new educated and
trained free spirited genera-
tion who finally entered the
Promised Land. The only
individual who was from
the past was Joshua, their
new leader. Moses finished
his task when he was able
to observe the Promised
Land from the top of Mount
Nebo, where he died at the
age of 120. Moses was a
very humble prophet, law-
giver, mediator, and deliv-
erer.

The Shah was in a hurry.
The developments in Iran
were taking place with great
speed. People did not have
the chance to absorb and ad-
just to all the changes. There
was a big cultural clash be-
tween the generations. Big
differences existed between
the traditional, fatalist par-
ents and grandparents on
one side and the modern
ambitious children who be-
came attracted to consumer

society on the other side.
There was too much novelty
to absorb. Visual differenc-
es were shocking, mothers
and daughters were walk-
ing in the streets, daughters
were in miniskirts and full
makeup and their moth-
ers were covered by their
chadors. There was even a
big gap between people and
the government employees.
Since the Shah was respon-
sible for all the changes,
he was blamed for all the
faults. People whined and
complained about every-
thing that went wrong in
their lives. As the popula-
tion increased, they were
obliged to find modern tech-
niques, for example, regard-
ing the availability of eggs
and chicken . People com-
plained as they were used
to natural free fed chickens
and eggs. The taste had
changed so people insult-
ed the Americans and their
new methods! Of course,
there was always the silent
opposition, clergies as well
as foreign governments’
presence and influences.

We can find a similar situ-
ation in the Old Testament
with Moses in the desert.
God provided the Israel-
ites with Manna, free food,
during their travels in the
desert for 40 years. Accord-
ing to the Bible, the Manna
could take a persons desired
taste when he was eating it.
Even then, people whined
and complained. Moses
was overwhelmed by all
the continuous complains.
Everything was a problem.
“(18-1) Now Jethro heard

(The news of the departure
of Moses from Egypt), the
priest of Median, the father-
in-law of Moses, of all that
God had done for Moses,
and for Israel His People.
(18-17) Ans Moses’ father-
in-law said unto him: The
thing is not good which
thou doest. (18-18) Thou
wilt surely wear away, both
thou, and this people which
(is) with thee; for the thing
is too heavy for thee; thou
art not able to perform it
thyself alone.” “The Pen-
tateuch” (The verses 18-19
until 26 explain the ways to
select the judges and how
to face and solve the prob-
lems.)

(Another version) As Jetro
witnessed all the responsi-
bilities Moses had, and all
the complains he was re-
ceiving and solving them.
“He offered the wise coun-
sel that became the norm
for all the years in the Wil-
derness. Fatigue comes in
two stages: first one feels a
bit weak but can still func-
tion; then one can no longer
perform his duties. Alterna-
tively, fatigue will strike not
only Moses, who bears the
primary burden, but also the
other leaders. Jethro sug-
gested that some of Moses’
functions could be carried
out only by him. Thus, Mo-
ses would continue to be the
intermediary between God
and Israel, also he would
teach them the general laws
of the Torah. However, the
adjudications of disputes,
which would require the
application of the laws and
the evaluation of evidence,

Jethro suggested a system
of delegated authority. He
wanted Moses to select the
leaders by means of his Di-
vine insight.” (Interlinear
Chumash, The Schotten-
stein edition)
The Shah had all kinds of
ministers, advisers, devot-
ed military officers and
friends. Yet he exercised the
ultimate power. So, all the
blame became his.
One of the reasons for the
success of the Iranian rev-
olution was that the plan-
ners had a perfect approach.
They knew the mentality
of the Iranian people at
the time. They used mass
psychology and traditional
methods for their demo-
graphic pyramid.
A loud microphone and an
articulate speaker addressed
and rectified the problem of
lack of teachers. One person
could speak to an assembly
of people in the mosque.
Half the speech was in Ara-
bic and most people did not
understand what it meant
but they were happy that
they were no longer alone.
They directed their atten-
tion to people’s spirituality
by giving them hope for a
good life after death instead
of pursuit of material goods
in the consumer society
which they could not afford ‘g,
anyhow. And young people g
were engaged. They were v
expected to take part in the 5
new regime. -
After 45 years, now that o
people have gone through.%
. 3
such drastic changes, the g
children of those who com- <<

plained and whined while
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By: Dr.Rosemary Cohen

Similarities and Differences

Between Moses and the Shah

Religion and history are
two of my favorite subjects.
Now, I try to study them
alone, in the absence of the
boring teachers that I had
when I was going to school.
The curriculum wasn’t in-
teresting either, not enough
to engage us. Unfortunately,
our teachers were not able
to bring the subject to life in
order to inspire us.
I believe these two subjects
are interrelated. It is said
that if we learn from history,
we will not repeat the same
mistakes. I do not com-
pletely agree because many
times we are unable to stop
the events and tragedies that
occur.
Sometimes we are over-
come by a feeling of help-
lessness and wonder how
we can intervene and stop
the madness of the decision
makers or a crowd. How can
we stop history repeating it-
self 7 I do not have the right
answers. | only remember
:[\l]> the words of Dr. Ferru, one
& of our dear friends in France
E who was like a father fig-
© ure to our family. He was
< a young medical student
—. during the First World War.
. He had seen all the atroci-
(;E ties of the war and had even
ro been injured in an explosion
and continued living with
its side effects till the end of
his life. Whenever the dem

onstrators shouted in the
streets of Paris: “Verdun,
connais pas!” meaning I
don’t know anything about
Verdun” he became upset.
Verdun was one of the main
cities in France that was hit
in the Big War. He remind-
ed us: “If the new gener-
ation forget Verdun, they
will repeat all the miseries
that we went through in the
hope for a better future for
our country!”

I have found the best way to
understand and find a solu-
tion to problems, is to go
back to religious texts or an
objectively written history
book. By looking at a sim-
ilar situation and discover-
ing how people dealt with a
similar problem in the past
we may be able to apply
the same solution, though
modified, to the present
problem. We are all aware
that we are living in a crit-
ical situation, some think
that the existing conflicts
are going to expand to the
entire region and even the
world, and God forbid, they
predict that we are close to
World War III. Others be-
lieve that one of these days
the superpowers will sud-
denly react, they will unite
and smash the head of the
serpent, then everything
will calm down and return
to its old peaceful ways.

I was talking to the mother
of an amazingly talented
young pianist who was the
winner of Liana Cohen’s
International Music Com-
petition. Her daughter is
pursuing her higher studies
at UCLA. I asked her how
her daughter was doing.
She answered: “She is prac-
ticing and playing beauti-
fully every day and she is
waiting for the arrival of the
Messiah soon.” [ was heart-
broken. I was saddened to
learn that such a brilliant
musician who should be
dreaming of a recital in
Carnegie Hall or in Salle
Pleyel, was instead waiting
for the arrival of the Mes-
siah! She is so desperate
that she is not even dream-
ing. How about having the
hope for a sudden miracle,
which can happen at any
time unexpectedly. The
word “Inshallah” has been
in our past generations’
mouths when they had
no other solution for their
problems.  Unfortunately,
the new generation has lost
everything, their source of
news is through their cell
phones and social media,
and they see nothing in
between!

In ancient times, the proph-
ets went from street to street
to shake people’s con-
sciousness. When they saw

wrongdoings and social n-
justices, they tried to warn
people, educate, and guide
them. By showing them the
consequences of their ac-
tion and predicting a dark
future if people persisted
in their wrong doings, they
tried to make people see the
truth and change their ways
and return to the right path.
Jeremiah — known as
“weeping prophet”(650 —
570 BC.) is the best exam-
ple of this we can find. He
was born into a very pious
and priestly family in an-
cient Judah, and from very
early childhood he told peo-
ple that all the words that
come out of his mouth are
placed there by God, that he
repeated the words of God.
He was born at the time be-
fore the destruction of the
First Temple in Jerusalem.
The king and his people had
lost their morals, lived a
decadent life, and practiced
social injustices. Many peo-
ple become idolaters and
were living a life of sin.
Jeremiah was sent to shake
people’s consciousness and
inform them of the impend-
ing divine judgement. He
forewarned them that if they
did not change their ways,
Jerusalem and the Temple
would be destroyed, and
its people would become
captive and would hayg,a

a life of wandering. Jere-
miah authored three main
books. One of them is the
“Book of Lamentation”
which is read every year on
the day of the destruction of
the First Temple. He talked
to people, he cried (there-
fore the name of weeping
prophet), he was impris-
oned by the king but did not
stop predicting. And unfor-
tunately, it all happened the
way he predicted. Jeremiah
is an important figure in
both Judaism and Chris-
tianity. All his efforts, the
predictions, books, speech-
es, and lamentations did not
change people. Finally, Ne-
buchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon, conquered Jerusa-
lem and destroyed the First
Temple which was built by
King Solomon in 1000 BC
after King David conquered
Jerusalem and made it his
capital.

When the Iranians get to-
gether, they always ask the
same question. Why did the
revolution happen, why did
the people want to change
their country so dramati-
cally when almost every-
one was living a better life
compared to their parents
and grandparents and their
neighboring countries?

The answer that is given
more often is: “ Khoshi be
delemoon Zadeh bood.”
As I'look for an answer and
dig in deeper to find reli-
gious or historical heroes,
Moses comes to my mind. I
see the similarities between
the late Shah’s situation and
the experiences of Moses in
the desert, although we can

not compare Moses to the
Shah of Iran, a king with a
prophet. Moses could rely
on God for guidance. The
Shah could rely on certain
devoted advisors, but he
was also surrounded by
traitors. First, they lived in
different time periods and
faced different challenges.
If we could learn from im-
portant religious and histor-
ical figures, from the diffi-
culties they faced and from
their actions and decisions
in the face of those difficul-
ties. Maybe we can learn
something from the meth-
ods that these heroes chose
to solve their problems.
Then we could use them to
solve the problems we are
facing today. Regardless of
their differences, we can
still find that it was a simi-
lar situation that Moses and
the Shah faced during their
time of crises, when they
were facing their whining
people. But as we compare
them, we find out that they
made two very different
choices to resolve the same
problem.

Iran has always had a crit-
ical political situation in-
ternationally. There has
also been turmoil inside the
country. The Shah began his

rule as a constitutional mon-
arch. He was young and did
not have much power. In
1953 The Shah and Queen
Soraya, (his second wife)
fled the country and left for
Rome, Italy.

After a coup d’état in Au-
gust of 1953, General Fa-
zlollah Zahedi replaced the
Iranian Prime Minister Mo-
hammad Mossadegh.
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Three days later the Shah
and the queen returned from
exile to Tehran on August
22. The coup d’état was
supported by the United
States and Britain.

“The coup d’état put an end
to Mossadegh’s rule and the
era of constitutional monar-
chy and replaced it by direct
rule of the Shah.” (Wikipe-
dia)

After a few years things set-
tled down and returned to a
quieter period. There were
changes in the personal life

of the Shah. He and Soraya
divorced in 1958, the offi-
cial reason being that she
was barren and could not
produce a crown prince.
The Shah often mentioned
that he wanted to take Iran
to the new era of glory and
bring about the wellbeing
of his people. So, in time
important changes were in-
troduced.

“In April of 1961 the Shah
distributed the crown land
deeds to 100 representatives
of almost three thousand
farmers in northern Persia.
Despite some opposition,
he continued his policy of
land reform by redistrib-
uting large areas of land
to peasant farmers to help
raise the living standards of

the poorer classes. He hand-
ed title deeds to plots of
crown land to representa-
tives of some 4,300 peas-
ants in October.

In 1963, the white Revo- e

lution was an aggressive
modernization ~ program
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implemented in Iran by =
Mohammad Reza Shah 2
Pahlavi.(Britanica, History ~

& Society )
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At first, six revolutionary"g
reforms were implemented, 2

regardless of oppositions by
the powerful and wealth
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