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the moon, and the stars at
night and in the mornings,
I woke up with the warm
rays of the sun warming
my face. As I got out of
my bed, I was always able
to see Mount Demavand
in the distance, its peak
was covered with white
snow, standing majestical-
ly among the clear blue
sky and white clouds. The
early morning air was fresh
and chilly.

Indeed, we didn’t have
many materials, but we
were happy. We had
friends, and someone in the
family always loved and
cared for us. People cared
for each other, if a neigh-
bor had a problem, she/ he
would visit another neigh-
bor and “would open their
heart” to receive advice,
or at least the sympathy or
tears of a friend would give
them the courage to contin-
ue their life’s heavy load.
We, the children, always
laughed, we were happy
with no worry.

Nowadays our children
have their own rooms and
desks. Many have a toy
room. television programs
have taken the place of
our grandparents who used
to tell us stories that gave
hope and taught us morals,
while they gently caressed
our hair or hands. The pa-
rental dialogs have been re-
placed by iPad, iPhone and
many other electronic de-
vices, and cold dead items.
No wonder that every day
we hear on the news that

the youth and children are
depressed and suicidal!
Children do not know
how to communicate with
others and laugh! Loneli-
ness is the new sickness
of youth and children.
The media has destroyed
the lives and the future of
Children and Teenagers by
constantly showing or pro-
moting scenes of violence,
wars, and crimes on televi-
sion.

When my son was four-
teen years old, I was invit-
ed to teach in Catalina Is-
land not very far from Los
Angeles. It was a small,
nice city. People knew
each other. Everyone was
kind. During the day that I
was teaching my son was
taking scuba diving class-
es. They had reassured me
that it was safe for him to
walk to the hotel and wait
for my arrival. When we
were having dinner, he
said: “It is so nice and safe
here. I do not have to watch
my back when I walk to
the hotel!” I was surprised
and asked him why he said
that. He answered: “I al-
ways watch my back when
I walk in Los Angeles,
even when I am walking
near the school!” I felt so
sad to learn that despite all
we did to ensure his safety
he was worried. I told him
I was sorry he felt unsafe.
I said I had never had the
same experience while |
was a student. I walked
alone or with a few of our
neighbors or friends four
times a day back and forth
to and from school and we

never felt unsafe. We had
no worries. We walked,
talking, and laughing all
along the road to school.

[ am aware that now things
are worse for our grand-
children, school shootings,
and bullying in schools.
When two students fight,
the rest of them stand at a
distance to take videos and
pictures to post on public
media or hope for a mon-
etary reward. In Iran when
there was a fight everyone
would get involved to sep-
arate them and stop the
fighting. 1 feel the media
and the system play a big
role in the behavior of our
youth. More importantly,
the government and poli-
tics play a bigger role in the
behavior of our children.
They involve children
at a younger age in poli-
tics to collect more votes
and advance their open or
hidden agendas. Unfor-
tunately, they destroy the
future of the country, as
well as the world, as the
world watches and copies
whatever happens in the
U.S. The government has
its nose everywhere now-
adays. In the past our par-
ents decided for us, now
they are trying to squeeze
and limit the power of the
parents and replace them
with governmental offic-
es and employees. In ad-
dition, with all the new
laws and regulations, our
children are confused, and
they do not live anymore
in the children’s kingdom.
They must worry about
pronouns, genders, child

abusers, sexuality, crim-
inals, drugs, politics, and
which bathrooms to choose
to stay safe. Many of these
subjects were unknown to
us even when [ was 18 years
old entering University.

I think I have had a normal
upbringing. I developed a
broad field of interest and
I have accomplished my
goals. Yet there are much the
seven-year-old children of
today know which is beyond
the scope of understanding
of me and my generation.
And I don’t think of it as a
loss. Most of these children
have problems, which re-
quire a visit to a counsellor
or psychiatrist in the future.
They may be prescribed
antidepressant medications,
or they may even resort to
drugs. Let’s hope that they
find a way out of their or-

deal.
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Continued from page 7
civilized world despite
their crimes; a mercy that
they didn’t deserve at all as
the present development in
Germany proves it beyond
doubt. The psychopathic,
honourless German nation
has not changed the tiniest
bit since then and is deter-
mined to unleash another

T S

ny/ [2]ibid. [3] Der Spiegel,
10.01.2024 ,,AfD-Politiker dis-
kutierten »Masterplan« zur Ver-
treibung von Millionen Men-
schen® [4]ibid. (Act 1, Scene 4:
A Nazi Utopia). [5]Der Spiegel,
30.02.2024. “Can the German
People Stop the AfD’s Far-
Right Rise?” [6]Der Spiegel,
28.04.2024: “Despite protests
against the party, AfD records
increasing membership; Avail-
able: https://www.spiegel.
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REMIGRATION:

NeoNazi Organisation of AfD-Youth (2023),

Transparent Translation:

“German Youth demands Remigration”
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Hltle} Youth Orgamvatlon (1 933)

Transparent Translation:

German fascist-cancer.
The History has proven:
they stand for Germany,
:[\1]> they die for Germany; from
£ north to south, from east to

E west... One rat at the time!
§ References

w [1] Reportage by Correctiv-Net-
B work, 15.01.2024, Prologue:
U9 Behind the scenes; Also avail-
oo able in English: https://correctiv.
org/en/top-stories/2024/01/15/
secret-plan-against-germa-

“German Youth is Hitler Youth”
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Persian Translation Prize, 2023

Sassan Tabatabai won the 2023 Persian Translation
Prize for his translation of Sadeq Hedayat’s Blind
Owl.

%

UZUNBURUN

SAFEAN TABATABRAI

Tabatabai holds a prominent position as the head

U7 N

of the Persian program at Boston University, where
he regularly teaches all levels of Persian language

and literature. His multifaceted expertise extends
beyond academia, encompassing roles as a poet,
translator, editor, and scholar specializing in me-
dieval Persian literature. His work has appeared
in a number of publications including Essays in
Criticism, The Christian Science Monitor, Liter-

ary Imagination, The Republic of Letters, Senecca
Review, Leviathan Quarterly and Harvard Review

Online.

Sassan Tabatabai is the author of Father of Persian

Verse: Rudaki and his Poetry (Leiden University
Press, 2010), Uzunburun: Poems (Pen and Anvil,
2011) and Sufi Haiku (Nemi Books, 2021).

NoeRooz And Our...

In the mornings of Eas-
ter, the children and adults
took some colored eggs to
church and after the ser-
vices, they played eggs
with friends or even strang-
ers. The game was easy.
Each player held an egg in
their hand and knocked an-
other person’s egg. Then
the game was repeated
with another egg. The egg
that was broken was given
to the person whose egg
had broken it. So, the bro-
ken egg was the trophy of
the winner. Sometimes on
the way back home either I
had no eggs as I had lost all
mine, or my pockets were
filled with eggs because |
had won. It was a simple
game. But it was also fun
because there was interac-
tion with friends and peo-
ple in general. Our parents
also taught us to donate
some of the eggs to people
in need who were present
around the church.

No one among our friends,
neighbors or relatives had
as many toys as most chil-
dren in America have now-
adays. Mostly we played
hide and seek, jumping
ropes and other traditional
games of past generations.
We observed nature, the
birds, animals, insects and
even worms in the garden
and learned about them,
sometimes by asking ques-
tions from adults. At night
we watched the sky, espe-
cially on summer nights
when we slept on the ter-
races. I would watch the
sky, o

the Zandieh Trio performed Beetho-
ven’s concerto with the South Shore

Symphony Orchestra in Long Island, NY.

On Saturday February
3rd, members of the Zan-
dieh Trio performed Bee-
thoven’s concerto for Vi-
olin, Cello and Piano with
the South Shore Sym-
phony Orchestra in Long
Island, NY. The Zandieh
Trio, as you may be aware
by now, consists of New
York brothers Cameron
(violin), Charlie (cello)
and Christopher (piano).
The orchestra, made up
of volunteer professional
musicians, as well as nu-
merous amateur non-mu-
sician professionals such
as doctors, lawyers and
engineers, is Long Is-
land’s leading pre-em-
inent orchestra, under
the direction of maestro
Adam Glaser, who is also
music director and con-
ductor of all of the Juil-
liard School’s Pre-Col-
lege orchestras.

formed in 2013, as the
inevitable collaborative-
joint force of these three

i\ brothers. At the time, they

» were 14, 12 and 9 years

This concerto holds a
very unique place in the
classical music repertoire,
as it is the only one of its
kind, showcasing not one,
but all three instruments,
as soloists. Whilst there
are many violin concerti,
cello concerti and pia-
no concerti, there is only
one “triple” concerto (for
violin/cello/piano) com-
posed by a highly-re-
spected composer. The
concerto,

in the key of C, is Ludwig
van Beethoven’s Op. 56.
The performance this last
month may have been the
first time in history that
this concerto has been per
formed with three broth-
ers as soloists.

The ZANDIEH TRIO,
made up of violinist Cam-
eron, cellist Charlie, and
pianist Christopher, was

old, respectively. All 3

£* brothers would go on to

graduate from the pres-

| tigious Juilliard School

as either Pre-College or
College graduates, each
winning his own Concer-
to Competition there, a
feat achieved by only one
student each year at Juil-
liard. Through the years,
they have been coached
by and collaborated with
various renowned musi-
cians and artists. Their
expansive musical tastes
have seen them perform
at multitude of locations
and venues, ranging from
concert halls, to quaint
small gatherings, outdoor
parks, and weddings and
funerals. All 3 brothers
have performed exten-
sively, both as soloist and
guest artist, as well as in
chamber ensembles and
with symphony orches-
tras, across the Tri-State
Area, with performances o
at Carnegie Hall’s Stern ?:;0
Auditorium, Lincoln lf;
Center’s Alice Tully Hall —
and Bruno Walter The-:S
ater, Steinway Hall, the ‘;‘
Tilles Center in Long Is- ' Z
land, and all of Juilliard’s 2
Concert Halls. <



By: Michael Mobasheri (M.Sc. Psychology)-Germany

Germany En Route to Viertes Reich

The Third Reich(Drittes
Reich) is a synonym for
Nazi Germany. Since the
1920s, the term has been
used propagandistically by
the “racist movements” and
from 1939 and beyond, by
Nazis in Germany for jus-
tification of their lies about
being in a line of tradition
with the Holy Roman Em-
pire of 800-1806(the First
Reich) and creation of Ger-
man mini-Empire of 1871-
1918(the Second Reich)
in order to compensate the
inferiority-complex  and
megalomania of uncivi-
lized, wild German folks.
A fake identity for an iden-
tity they never had. Mean-
while this paranoid-schizo-
phrenic mindset is about to
trigger a new German pest
and resurgence of a new
German Nazi Fourth Re-
ich(Viertes Reich)! Below
I restrict myself to provide
a snapshot of what is hap-
pening in today’s Germany
based on unveiling cov-
erage of an investigative
5> journalist agency named
“Correctiv—Network™” and
their descriptions which
E) has been confirmed by the
< board of German Parlia-
2. ment, experts and other re-
< liable media.
B seokok
@ In mid-January 2024 the
N
“Correctiv-Network” un-
masked a conspiracy that
is brewing up in Germany.

N
()
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A mix of AfD members[a
post-fascist party with ex-
cessive racist and antise-
mitic worldview and ad-
miration for racial laws of
Nazi Ideology], followers
of the “Junge Alternative”
(i.e. AfD—Youth Organisa-
tion, an equivalent of Hit-
ler Youth Organisation),
members of ‘“ultrafascist
student  fraternities(Bur-
schenschaft)”, neo-Nazis,
members of “racist identi-
tarian movement”, people
from the middle classes
—e.g.  doctors, lawyers,
judges, teachers, police
personnel, politicians and
entrepreneurs, even mem-
bers of Germany’s cen-
tre-right Christian Dem-
ocratic ~ Union(CDU)[to
which Angela Merkel, the
former German Chancel-
lor 2005-2021 belonged
to), Werte Union[i.e. “Val-
ues Union”, a new born
Post-Nazi party under the
leadership of Hans Georg
Maassen, the former direc-
tor & CEO of the “Germa-
ny’s domestic intelligence
agency(BfV)] have met in
a hotel(Villa Adlon near
town of Potsdam, northeast
Germany) on 25th of No-
vember 2023.[1]

At this event Martin Sellner
a German-Austrian neo—
Nazi leader, Hans Chris-
tian Limmer a well-known
investor in the catering
sector, Rose Gerrit Huy a

right extremist and AfD
Member of Parliament,
Gernot Moerig a retired
German dentist and Ro-
land Hartwig the personal
aide to AfD party-leader
Alice Weidel, presented a
plan announced as a “Mas-
ter Plan for Remigration”
of German citizens with a
migration background and
abolition of democracy in
Germany. “Remigration”
is a synonym for “Depor-
tation” in neo-Nazi slang.
Their shared goal is the
forced expulsion and de-
portation of people from
Germany based on a set
of perverse racist crite-
ria, regardless of whether
or not they have German
citizenship. The methods
presented include system-
atic harassment, sadistic
psychological terrorization
& intimidation, exertion of
physical violence via for-
mation and mobilization of
villain, militant neo-Nazi
groups equivalentto SS and
SA as well as implementa-
tion of apartheid judicature
and legislations to revive
“Nuernberg Racial Laws”
from Nazi era![2] The sce-
narios sketched out in this
hotel room all essentially
boil down to one thing:
certain people in Germany
should be forcibly deport-
ed if they have the wrong
skin colour, born from
non-white or non-German

parents, Jewish ancestors
or people that aren’t suffi-
ciently “assimilated” into
German culture based on
standards of Nazi racial
ideology, even if they have
German citizenship and
already integrated into the
society, labour market and
tax system. It suspends the
citizenship rights, principle
of democracy and equality
between citizens which are
a bedrock of the current
German constitution.[3]

It’s hard to believe that it
was a mere coincidence
that the organizers of the
event didn’t choose a lo-
cation less than 8 kilome-
tres away from the Villa
where the “Wannsee Con-
ference” on 1942 took
place-the meeting where
the Nazis coordinated the
systematic deportation &
extermination of the Jews.
This “master plan” even
includes a destination
where to deport people to,
a so-called “model state”
in North Africa that would
provide space for up to two
million people and more.
Their concept is also eerily
reminiscent of the Nazi’s
1940 initial plan to deport
four million Jews to the is-
land of Madagascar —mass
death was taken into ac-
count and intended— and
establishment of Jewish
Ghettos since 1939 in Po-

land. The obvious simi-
-

larities of this event with
the procedural methods of
Nazis during 30s & 40s in
Germany exposes parallels
that confirms many Ger-
mans are eager to make the
ground ready for installa-
tion of a “Forth Reich” in
21st century.[4] Both the
substantive revelations and
the direct ties between the
antisemitic & post-fascist
Party of AfD and neo-Nazi
organizations led to a broad
wave of horror among nu-
merous representatives
from business, culture and
especially central council
of Jews in Germany and
citizens with migration
background.This meeting
has now shown that xeno-
phobia and racist attitudes
extend into the highest
echelons of the AfD party,
German political and jus-
tice system, entrepreneurs
and academic society that
doesn’t stop with attitudes;
certain politicians and a
broad spectrum of the mid-
dle class want to put their
lunatic racist ideas into
action and are supported
and cheered by the Ger-
man populace willfully.[5]
For weeks now, the AfD
has been polling at 37% or
more nationwide.[6] Rise
of Nazis followed the same
pattern!
sksksk

Why is the German culture
so abject and dangerous?
The perverse ethnic ideas,
xenophobia, racial ideol-
ogy, antisemitism, plans
of mass deportations and
massacre embedded in the
cultural context are not

new in Germany. In fact it
is a core characteristic of
the German cultural-DNA
that has been transferred by
the prior generations to the
next, sealed as “the pure
native cultural values and
norms”. There have rarely
been genuine debates or
serious treatment of war
crimes, genocides, de-
struction and suffering that
Germans and Nazis im-
posed on others before and
during the WW?2. Since
the end of WW2 German
society and politics has
adamantly failed to denazi-
fy the society and system.
They refused to catch up
earnestly with their nation-
al history and take respon-
sibility for paradigms that
led to rise of Nazism, mass
deportations, massacre
and finally the Holocaust;
instead they chose collec-
tive amnesia; many Nazi
perpetrators received either
amnesty or were generous-
ly paroled and reintegrated
into governmental depart-
ments, justice system, po-
lice, administrative offices
and educational system in-
stantly without being held
accountable in the least
for their crimes. It became
rapidly a sociocultural
standard to project, lie, ra-
tionalize, justify and down-
play the Nazis attitudes and
even holocaust by trying to
deny it! That is why the re-
mainder of Nazi-Ideology
and racial ideas could grow
deep roots in the German
society until today and
have become a dominant
cultural heritage in Germa-

ny, even if they negate or
refuse to accept it.

In German culture and the
dim-witted German so-
ciety the term “Assimila-
tion” is misunderstood as a
synonym for “Integration”
and assessed by racial
standards of Nazi-Ideolo-
gy. As a result ridiculous
terms like Bio-German(bi-
ologically German),
Bio-White(biologically
white or born from white
parents), re-emerged ex-
actly the same way the ap-
palling pseudo-sciences of
Nazism once taught them.
Let me introduce some
firsthand experiences from
my everyday life in Ger-
many that will be certain-
ly shared and attested by
many other non-white citi-
zens in this abject Post-Na-
zi country: once a patient [
treated asked me “where I
originally come from”; as
I told him that I am Per-
sian(Iranian) he abruptly
said:”’Oh! You are geneti-
cally a muslim then!” with-
out any sense of shame or
inhibition. The miserable
small brain of many Ger-
mans with a sick and tiny
mind with genetically con-
ditioned IQ deficiency still
believes that even religion
is determined by genetics!
How embarrassing is that?!
In many supermarkets,
shops, medical facilities
& doctor’s offices, banks,
post offices, etc... you are
offended, hostilely allud-
ed, humiliated and abused
racially, refused equal or
any service(although you
pay for it or entitled to re-

ceive the service) and even
refused communication in
a suitable polite manner
if you are not “white” and
have visibly a “migration
background”; You will
face more racist motivated
abuse and slander by police
and justice system if you
protest and ask them for
help. These sadistic racist
harassments and schemes
of racist discrimination are
inherent for a lowbrow na-
tion that lacks self-esteem,
honour and integrity. These
are only a few examples
among many examples of
the Nazi-mindset that citi-
zens with migration back-
ground are intensively con-
fronted with in Germany.
That alone testifies clearly
how deep the disgusting
Nazi-Ideology in German
culture is rooted and how
primitive,  intellectually
abject and antediluvian the
majority of Germans re-
ally are by practicing and
tolerating it. Meanwhile I
believe this situation rath-
er qualifies them to be
regarded as “genetically
Nazis”! Last but not least
it is imperative to consid-
er the fact hat “Democra-
cy & Liberalism” are not
German achievements
but were granted to this
wretched nation by other &,
civilized nations after the &
WW2; that explains fur- 2
ther why Germans can not .S
understand and tolerate
liberalism, democracy and 2
the concept of universality '—g
of human rights & equality. 3
Unfortunately they were

shown mercy by the _
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By: Dr.Rosemary Cohen

Spring is fast approaching.
Twenty days from now,
the Iranians will celebrate
Nowruz, the Iranian New
Year. Not only Iranians
but Throughout the world,
people celebrate the arriv-
al of spring with a variety
of festivities and traditions
that are meaningful to each
country’s specific culture.
Even nature celebrates
the renewal of life and re-
minds us that nothing in
this world 1s permanent,
“This too shall pass . We
will soon see the power of
nature overcoming the cold
weather, and the snow melt-
ing in most places on Earth.
Green leaves will cover
the bare branches of trees,
while the branches of other
trees will be covered with
white or pink blossoms and
then the leaves will appear
at the time when the flowers
will start falling down.
Every country uses a dif-
ferent flower, usually the
one that blooms first, as
the symbol announcing the
arrival of spring. In Iran,
Hyacinths and Narcissus
bring tidings of the spring
and rooms are decorated
with bouquets of Narcissus
and pots of purple, pink
or white Hyacinths. Both
flowers grow from the pre-
vious years’ bulbs that were
buried in the ground wait-
ing patiently for the

Noe-Rooz & Our Children

spring. The past generation
probably chose these flow-
ers as symbols of spring to
remind us that nothing on
this earth disappears com-
pletely. These flowers can
also be a symbol of reincar-
nation and rebirth. Just the
scent of these flowers takes
a person to dreamland im-
mediately. For the Nowruz
holidays, some people trav-
el to the north of Iran to
Ramsar, a city close to the
Caspian Sea or to Shiraz
in the mid-south or maybe
even to other cities around
the country either to be with
their loved ones or just for
their vacations. Most peo-
ple stay until the 13th day,
“Sizdeh Bedar” which is
usually celebrated in the
fields. The scent of orange
blossom flowers fills the air
of entire cities and villages
of the north around Cas-
pian or Shiraz. In Ramsar,
I was awe-struck by the
beauty of the mountains
and forests and mesmerized
by the sight of the strong
waves of the Caspian as it
hit the shore. It is amazing
that although the Caspian
is a lake, its size and power
have earned it the name of
the sea. It is crowded with
fish, especially estrogen
fish which produces the
best and the most expen-
sive eggs - the caviar that is
served in exclusive and the

most expensive restaurants
around the world.

In France the Primavera
flowers announce the arriv-
al of spring and in America
it is the yellow Daffodils.
But nowadays all kinds of
flowers and fruits can be
seen and found in the flow-
er market or wholesale fruit
markets in downtown Los
Angeles. Very early in the
morning the airplanes un-
load all kinds of flowers
and fruits that have been
shipped from different
countries, mostly South
America. So, the seasons as
we knew in the past, with
their limitations have lost
their mystical meanings.
All kinds of flowers and
fruits are available round
o’clock and in all the sea-
sons nowadays.

As I look back in time and
compare my younger days
in Iran with girls and boys
of the same age in Ameri-
ca, I feel so grateful for my
past experiences and so sad
for the new generation. We
did not have much, but we
were happy. The new gen-
eration has become more
materialistic, and  they
have more possibilities, but
they are not happy. I never
hear the children around
us, and even my children
or grandchildren abandon
themselves to laughter as if

they have nothing to worry
about. We were happy and
thankful for what we had.
They are surrounded by all
kinds of food, materials,
and many other blessings
but they are not truly happy
and grateful!

There are days I dig deep
into my past trying to un-
derstand the present situ-
ation. I try to find the real
reason for their feelings
through comparison. I trav-
el to different periods of my
life to find an answer. For
example:

I close my eyes and travel
back in time. I see myself
as a little six-year-old girl,
I have my parents, an old-
er brother, and my precious
loving grandmother. They
are each busy with their
daily tasks. My older sister
had died the previous year.
Though no one talked about
her passing somehow, I
knew. I had been sent away
for a week to my mother’s
aunt’s house to play with
her younger son who was
my age. When | returned
home everyone wore black
from head to toe. Some-
times I found my mother in
tears and as she realized that
I had caught her crying she
smiled and said: “It seems
something has entered my

e

eyes.” Then she rubbed her
eyes and didn’t cry while I
was around. They all played
their roles perfectly. But |
knew the truth. I missed my
dear sister, but no one men-
tioned her name. Everyone
respected the established
law. They never took me to
the cemetery and never ex-
plained anything!

I can see myself the follow-
ing spring wearing a new
pair of shiny red shoes and
a colorful dress. My moth-
er used the beautiful print-
ed rose pattern fabric from
Chalouse which my father
had bought for me, to sew
a beautiful dress with raf-
fles all around the skirt,
for the new year. It was
such an amazing dress. All
my friends were wearing
new clothes. We spent our
time laughing and running
around the pool which was
in the middle of the yard,
surrounded by flowerbeds
and fruit trees.

In the old days in Iran, i.e.,
before the White Revolu-
tion, people in the cities,
were mostly middle class or
poor. The very wealthy so-
cialized among themselves,
and ordinary people did not
frequent their homes. We
had a neighbor who lived
in a large two-story build-
ing. They had a daughter
my age, who was sent to
Switzerland at a young age
to study there. She told me
that she lived in a dormi-
tory with other girls of her
age. The dormitory and the
school were separated. We
pitied her lifestyle. Poor
girl, she was all alone in a

foreign country, living with
students who came there
from different parts of the
world and spoke different
languages. She was away
from her parents and her
home. French had become
their common language.
She was a nice girl, but she
was not allowed to come
and play with us in our yard.
She often waved to us from
the window of her room or
the balcony. She had a lot of
toys - beautiful dolls and a
sad smile. I never envied her
as I had my grandmother
who loved me and spoiled
me. She told stories of the
past, a road that took me
to ancient times and differ-
ent experiences. Her hands
were warm, and without

hesitation, she spread true
love around us. She was
like the sun; she shared her
warmth with everyone! I
would never change that
unconditional love even for
a beautiful doll!

One day when I asked for
a doll, my grandmother
made me “Nokhodi Kha-
num, a doll made of beans.
Then we started making
lots of them together, for
my friends. She taught me
how to wrap a garbanzo
bean- nokhod, with a piece
of fabric, and sew the ends
of the fabric together. The
little pointed section which
is in the middle of the bean
formed its nose. We drew
two eyes on each side of the
nose and finished it with red
lips. This became my favor-
ite doll!

Our parents had many chal-

lenges in life, but we, the
children, were spared from
the “adult’s worries and
problems”. When we had
adult guests, my mother
would always say: “Go out
and play with your friends
in the yard or go to your
room and do your home-
work. We are having adult
conversations.” Most of the
parents that I knew tried
to let their children live in
the kingdom of childhood.
Meanwhile, the love of the
grandparents and parents
protected the children all

the time. At least this was
the way my life was. We
had a pure simple life. My
duty was to study and be-
have well. That was not too
much to ask for.

Every afternoon when we
returned from school, we
were welcomed my grand-
mother who had prepared
snacks that included fresh
warm Barbary or Sangak
bread, with white Iranian
cheese, or halva with sweet-
ened tea. In fruit season
instead of tea we ate bread
and cheese with slices of
watermelon, fresh raisin, or
sweet melons. Sometimes
my grandmother spoiled us
by serving bread with but-
ter and jams that she had
prepared in summer. Her
fig jam was my favorite, it
was transparent yellow, like
a jewel and it was very de-
licious. Sometimes 1 went
to the bakery with her to
buy fresh bread. I loved to
watch the baker pulling the
hot Sangak with a long iron
hook. The bread was hot

to hold it in our hands and

I loved to pull off the few
pebbles that were inserted
in the bread. I always cut lit-
tle crunchie pieces from its
corners and ate them while

it was still warm.

We were spoiled for we
Armenians abided by our
own traditions. We cele-
brated Easter which close-
ly followed NoeRooz. All
the children had to dress up
nicely on Easter day and go

to church with their fami-
lies.

One of the traditions for
Easter was to decorate the
eggs, which we did a few
day in advance. We boiled
them with brown onion
skins that had been collect-
ed months in advance. After
boiling for a while the egg-
shells turned to nice gold-
en-brown colors. Another
method was to boil the eggs

in special powdered dyes.
Each package of dye turned
the color of the shells into
solid red, yellow, blue, and
green colors. The newest
method was to decorate the
eggs with different colored
paper maché. In this case,
the eggs were wrapped with
different color paper cuts
and after boiling the colors
of the papers were trans-
ferred to the white shells
and they created beautiful ‘g
multi-color-designed eggs. %j
The final operation was to v
prepare a nice basket, to 5
polish the eggs, we usedz
a soft cloth that had some o
drops of oil on. We gently._é
rubbed the eggs with the &
cloth and placed the shiny <

eggs in the basket. —c 9



Summarized from the Introduction of The" NoeRooz" Book: By The Late Dr. Mahvash Amir-Mokri

The Origin Of Noe-Rooz

The philosophy behind NoeRooz, Mehrgaun and other Iranian (Persian) celebrations was developed on the
principles of Avesta, although the origin of these celebrations is prior to Zoroaster.

Since ancient times, Irani-
ans have celebrated many
festivities. The origins of
these celebrations most
likely relate to their inter-
actions with their environ-
ment. They celebrated both
material and spiritual attri-
butes of life and did not pre-
fer one to the other, as they
believed that achieving spir-
itual success requires hard
work in the material world
by doing good deeds and
fighting evil. In improving
material life, they invoked
God’s help. Achievements
in the material world were
never deemed to be be-
low their dignity. To the
contrary isolation and lack
of interest in the material
world were considered a
great sin. [ranians believed
that reclusiveness and sor-
row cause sickness while
happiness is associated with
good health. Therefore they
used to engage in festivities
and celebrations as much as
possible and avoided sol-
emn and mournful events,
ET because prolonged mourn-
‘é—. ing was regarded as a sin
Z (Shahzadi 14). In this re-
&> gard one might say that the
§ origins of Iranian festivities
— may be sought in their be-
= liefs and traditions.

o8ed ¢

™ Tribes that lived in the far-
thest part of northeast Asia

some thousands of years
ago, migrated from the cold
northern lands to the warm-
er southern areas through
Jaxartes and Oxus and grad-
ually settled throughout the
Iranian plateau. These tribes
were skilled herdsmen and
horsemen and along with
their civilization developed
good agricultural skills.
“Because their livelihood
was heavily dependent on
agriculture, they had de-
veloped an extraordinary
respect for the land, so they
worshiped all natural phe-
nomena that affected their
agricultural lifestyle. They
worshiped divinities such as
Mithra, god of light; Indra,
god of rain and thunder; and
Varuna, god of blue skies”

(Frye 21).

Before Zoroaster, Iranians
worshiped nature and many
gods, each represented one

of the natural phenomena
such as the sun, blue skies,
thunder, lightning and the
like.

They worshiped their gods
at social gatherings usu-
ally held at the time of the
commencement or conclu-
sion of an agricultural event
such as the time of sowing,
harvesting and moving
their herds and flocks to the
winter pens, which related
to the position of the sun
relative to the earth. These
agricultural milestones typ-
ically culminated in festive
celebrations.

It was Zoroaster who invit-
ed the people to worship
the only God “Ahura-Maz-
da” meaning the “Lord of
Wisdom and Knowledge”
(Pourdavood 1/35). Other
gods thereafter lost their
original significance and
found new functions in
Avesta. Some of them like
Div, the greatest god of the
previous era became sym-
bols of harm and evil and
were recognized to be the
creatures of “Ahriman”;
others became the angels
of Ahura-Mazda and each
was praised in his/her own
“Yasht” or praising piece
of Avesta. Each of these
Yashts was recited to praise
the angel on the day named

after that particular angel.

“Haftpareh” or “Seven Sec-
tions,” the next oldest part
of Avesta after Gathas, re-
fers to the sun as the eye of
Ahura-Mazda. This state-
ment of Haftpareh points to
the fact that new ideas can-
not easily or completely re-
place old concepts. There-
fore, old and new concepts
mingle in parts to develop
a new one out of the two.
This might well explain the
reason for the presence of
the names of the kings of
Pishdaudi and Kiani (two
mythological  prehistoric
Iranian dynasties) as well
as the names of angels in
Avesta, the angels who
were gods and goddesses in
the pre- Zoroastrian era.

In the beginning, these cel-
ebrations were prayers for a
better harvest. As a result of
the teachings of the Prophet
Zoroaster, contact with oth-

er cultures in the region, and
the development of science, 1—
mathematics and astrono- -"_'D
my, new dimensions were |
added to these festivities, 3
followed by the creation .
of charming myths about >
the creation of the material |
world and humanity. g
Recognizing the import-
ance of nature and the %
need of people to continue

living in harmony with
nature was one of the major
reasons for the emergence of
NoeRooz and other Iranian
festivities. Avesta, one of the
most cherished resources of
Iranian (Persian) culture,
reflected on this idea and
by its teachings provided
appropriate guidance for
the preservation of nature
and the environment...

The names of NoeRooz,
Mehrgaun and other Iranian
celebrations are not found in
Gathas, which is composed
of celestial poems attributed
to Zoroaster himself. Norare
they in other parts of Avesta,
which were developed later,
but it contains the names of
six religious celebrations
whose times coincide with
either the beginning or the
end of seasonal agricultural
activities. However, in the
pre-Zoroastrian ~ part  of
Avesta, the names of the
kings that are related to
NoeRooz, Mehrgaun, and
other Iranian celebrations
are recorded.

The Zoroastrian religious
celebrations are called
Gauhanbar, that show how
the original and natural
festivities transformed to
religious celebrations. The
period of time for each of
these religious celebra-
tions is five days (quintet).
They are: between 10-15th
of  Ordibehesht, which
corresponds to April 30th
until May 5th; 10-15th of
Tir/July 1-6th; 25-30th
of  Shahrivar/September
1-6th; 25-30th of Mehr/
October 7-12th; 15-20th of
Dae/January 5-10th and

finally the last five days of
the year (Panjevah, mean-
ing  Good-Quintet)/March
16-20th, respectively.

According to  Avesta,
creation by God (Ahura-
Mazda) took place in five
phases during one year and
at the conclusion of each
step of creation the above-
mentioned five days were
celebrated. As it is, each of
these occasions coincides
with an agricultural and
animalhusbandryevent. The
first period corresponds

with the reproduction of
domestic animals and milk

Artwork by Artist Nasser Ovissi

production; followed by
harvesting wheat and fruit;
return of domestic animals
to their winter pen; and
finally planting trees and
sowing for next year’s
harvest.

Therefore, it may be
concluded that, although
the spiritual and religious
celebrations of Gauhanbar
are based on the story of
creation of Zoroaster, they
take their root from social
experiences and beliefs of
the agricultural society of
Iran, which existed before
Zoroaster.

On the other hand the

philosophy behind
NoeRooz, Mehrgaun and
other Iranian (Persian)

celebrations was developed
on the principles of Avesta,
although the origin of these

celebrations is prior to
Zoroaster.

The names of Iranian
celebrations such  as
NoeRooz, Mehrgaun,

Tirgaun, Sadeh and other
festivities are not found
in Avesta along with the
myths of kings. The names
of these festivities were
either in the lost sections of
Avesta and are not available
to us or more likely, they
were developed gradually
with each seasonal festivity
and were recorded later
with those proper names
while attributing  their
backgrounds to one or
two popular kings’ stories.
It seems that the stories
were  especially  more
embellished and recorded
during the Sassanian era
which became the source
of information for Iranian
and some Arab poets and
writers who lived after the
Arab Invasion of Iran.
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Artwork by Iranian Artist Nasser Ovissi. NoeRooz starts at the first second of Spring. This year, Noerooz 1403,

coincides with Iran's horizon Wednesday morning March 20th 06:36:26. And in Eastern part of the United
States on Tuesday, March 19th 2024, at 11:06:26 pm (pp 2-5 & 9-10 English Section)
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