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She turns as long away
As will suffice to light her
lamp;

Then, bending from the
sky
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With infinite affection
And infiniter care,

Her golden finger on her
lips,

Wills silence everywhere.
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Nature, the  gentlest
mother,
Impatient of no child,
The feeblest or the
waywardest,
Her admonition mild
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In forest and hill

By traveller is heard,
Restraining rampant
squirrel

Or too impetuous bird
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How fair her conversation,
A summer afternoon,
Her  household, her
assembly;

And when the sun goes
down

Her voice among the
aisles
Incites the timid prayer
Of the minutest cricket,
The most unworthy
flower.
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Conflict Between Israel And Hamas
Rebuilding efforts in Gaza could be completed by 2040.

completed by 2040.

DW: UN says Gaza de-
struction on a scale ‘not
seen since World War II’
Acreport released by the UN
Development Programme
(UNDP) estimated that ful-
ly rebuilding Gaza could
take decades.

“The scale of the destruc-
tion is huge and unprece-
dented... this is a mission
that the global community
has not dealt with since
World War 1II,” Abdallah
al-Dardari, the UNDP’s
> Regional Director for Arab
States told a briefing in Jor-
, dan.

¢ ON Ipez

< In the best-case scenario, in
O:which the war would end
“ today and construction ma-
& terials would be delivered
o five times as fast as follow-

ing the last crisis in 2021,

rebuilding efforts could be

However, assuming the
pace of reconstruction fol-
lows the trend of several
previous Gaza conflicts, the
UNDP report said it would
take “approximately 80
years to restore all the fully
destroyed housing units.”

At least 370,000 housing
units in Gaza have been
damaged, including 79,000
that have been destroyed
completely, the report said.

In 2014, after 51 days of
fighting between Israel and
Hamas, there were 2.4 mil-
lion tons of debris in Gaza,
Al Dardari said.

In the current conflict, there
are already 37 million tons
of debris that need to be
cleared to make space for
temporary shelters and oth-
er structures, he added.

The rough estimate for the
cost of the overall recon-
struction of Gaza is be-
tween $40 billion and $50
billion, he said.

Israel launched a mili-
tary campaign to destroy
Hamas after the militant
group carried out terror
attacks that killed about
1,200 people in southern
Israel on October 7. Since
then, more than 34,000
people in Gaza have been
killed in the retaliatory
offensive, according to
Gaza’s Hamas-run Health
Ministry.

Despite international out-
cry, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
said Israel’s military will
attack the city to destroy
the final Hamas battalions
reportedly based there.

Jens Laerke, spokesper-

son for the UN humanitar-
ian office, said that a mil-
itary operation in Rafah
could be a “slaughter of
civilians and an incredible
blow to the humanitari-
an operation in the entire
strip because it is run pri-
marily out of Rafah.”

Laerke added that aid
operations run from Ra-
fah include medical clin-
ics and food distribution
points.

Ahmed Dahir, the WHO>s
Gaza sub-office team
lead, added on Friday 3th
of May that in the last
few weeks, there is «more
food coming, and going
to the north.» but warned
that «there is still an acute
risk of famine.»

Source: Deuthe Welle

NEWSREARODUNDRETHEIWORLD

*FLOOD IN BRAZIL

A hydroelectric dam has collapsed
in southern Brazil after days of
heavy rains that triggered mas-
sive flooding, killing more than 30
people.

Officials say another 60 people
are missing in Rio Grande do Sul
state.

About 15,000 residents have fled
their homes since SaturdayApril
27. At least 500,000 people are
without power and clean water
across the state.

The burst dam triggered a two-me-
tre (6.6ft) wave, causing panic
and further damage in the already
flooded areas.

The dam is located between the
municipality of Cotipord and the
city of Bento Gongalves.

*CHINA PROBE

China has launched a probe to col-
lect samples from the far side of
the Moon, in what is being billed
a world first.

An uncrewed rocket carrying the
Chang’e-6 probe blasted off from
the Wenchang Space Launch Cen-
ter at about 17:27 local time (10:27
BST).

The 53-day mission aims to bring
around two kilograms of lunar
samples to Earth for analysis.

It will try to relaunch from the

' -

3

- P S |

This is described as the dark side
of the Moon because it can’t be
seen from Earth, not because it
does not catch the sun’s rays.

It has a thicker, older crust with
more craters, which are less cov-
ered by ancient lava flows than the
near side.

Scientists hope this may make it
easier to collect material that could
shed light on how the Moon was
formed.

*TURKEY AND ISRAEL
Turkey has suspended all trade
with Israel over its offensive in
Gaza, citing the “worsening hu-
manitarian tragedy” in the strip.
The Turkish trade ministry said the
measures would be in place until
Israel allowed an “‘uninterrupted
and sufficient flow” of aid into
Gaza.

Trade between the two countries
was worth almost $7bn (£5.6bn)
last year.

Israel’s foreign minister accused
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of acting like a “dictator”.
Israel Katz said on X that Mr Er-
dogan was “disregarding the in-
terests of the Turkish people and
businessmen and ignoring interna-
tional trade agreements”.

*VOA: AWARD FOR IRANIAN
ARTIST —

French Iranian artist Marjane Satra-
pi, whose graphic novel “Persepolis”
tells the story of a girl growing up in
post-revolutionary Iran, was award-
ed Spain’s prestigious Princess of
Asturias Prize for Communication
and Humanity on Tuesday April
30,2024.

The prize jury praised the 54-year-
old as “one of the most prominent
names in international comics, au-
thor of what is, for many, one of the
best graphic novels ever published.”

“Satrapi is a symbol of civic engage-
ment led by women,” the jury said,
calling her “an essential voice in the
defense of human rights and free-
dom.”

Born in Iran, Satrapi recounts in
“Persepolis” her years as an outspo-
ken teenager chafing at the Islamic
revolution and its restrictions im-
posed on women, especially for one
from a progressive family like hers.
It also tells of the hardships of the
Iran-Iraq war.

At 14, her parents sent her to school
in Vienna to avoid arrest over her
defiance of the regime. She later re-
turned to Tehran but left for France
in 1994, embarking on her career
as an author, film director and

painter. @
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offer economically or geo-
graphically. In addition,
this small nation has been
able to exist for centuries
by keeping the peace since
it is surrounded by power-
ful neighbors.

Now, I would like to draw
your attention once again
to the word Genocide
used as a political strategy.
Since the tragic events of
October 7th in Israel, Tur-
key has intentionally tried
to “banalize” this import-
ant politico-humanitarian
word which bothered some
of its leaders, especially its
president, by overusing
this word. When a word
is repeated often enough it
eventually loses its signif-
icance. There have been
mass murders in other
countries, which is regret-
table. Turkey has tried to
use the word “genocide”
in each case. At some point
in time whenever the word
genocide was mentioned it
was followed by the word
Armenia. Turkey used
this word in connection
with any country experi-
encing mass murder. But
they were not successful
in replacing the Armenian
> Genocide with other na-
8. tion’s massacres. In addi-
— tion, the Armenian Geno-
© cide was considered the
< first one in modern history.
— What took place on Oc-
f; tober 7th is considered
c% genocide. But instead, the
o word came to be applied
to the Palestinians after the
response of Israel to the
Hamas. Turkey got the op

portunity to trivialize this
important politico-human-
itarian word that bothered
and irritated some of its
leaders, and its president.
Surprisingly the massacre,
of young people who had
gathered to promote peace,
and the hostage-taking of
innocent people who were
sitting in their homes, go-
ing about their own busi-
ness, on a Joyful holiday,
celebrating the Torah and
sacred Shabbat did not
bother militants - activists
who run in the streets and
yell for Palestinians! [ won-
der, how come the women
of the “Me too” movement
were not touched by seeing
a young girl being raped by
savages and being dragged
to the car with blood on
her white pants, as proof
of the rape that had taken
place minutes ago! Or by
the girl who was raped by
a couple of terrorists next
to the lifeless body of her
boyfriend, and who, later
had her breasts cut off and
which the terrorists used to
play football!

How come the people who
passionately demonstrate

before each election for or
against abortion, did not
show an outrage or even an
emotion against the babies
who were thrown alive in
the hot ovens in front of
the frightened eyes of their
parents?

We ask ourselves “How
come no one did anything
when Nazis were gassing
millions of people in the
camps?” Aren’t we re-
acting the same way in
front of all these atrocities
nowadays? It took Israel a
while to react and respond
to the savage attacks of
the terrorists on October
7th. During this period no
actress, singer or politi-
cian talked, cried, or wore
colorful ribbons to show
solidarity with some hun-
dred hostages and a few
thousand massacred men,
women, and children.

But as soon as Israel en-
tered Gaza, Mr. Erdogan
stood in front of his par-
liament members and de-
clared for the first time
the word of Genocide re-
garding the Hamas fighters
that Israel was after. Soon,
in universities and public

places in America and Eu-
rope, well-organized dem-
onstrators marched in the
streets carrying banners
with the words Genocide
of Palestinians. The ban-
ners were already printed,
mounted and ready to be
used. The scarves were
available to all the boys
and girls who wanted to
wear or hide their ages and
identities. They cried and
still cry the sacred word
of “Genocide” to lose the
meaning of Genocide and
for the next ignorant gen-
erations, they are teaching
them that the word Geno-
cide is for Palestinians! Er-
dogan has initiated them!

I am not here to take sides
for Israel or Palestine. Both
sides have their flaws and
reasons for what they are
doing. Politics is so com-
plicated. I am not a poli-
tician to discuss it. But we
need to know the mean-
ing of Genocide. If you
are killing people who are
sitting in their homes, it is
Genocide. If you put your
finger in a beehive and the
bees attack you, is it Geno-
cide?

Why didn’t any of these
Supposed Students demon-
strate two years ago when
Turkey and Azerbaijan
killed over five thousand
people young and old, in
Artzakh? Or when they
cut off the fingers and toes
of hostage women and
returned them to their vil-
lages? Nobody protested
when they threw the rest of
the population out of their
ancestor’s land and hogsgg

and made them unprotect-
ed refugees in the cold and
bare mountains.

When Russia bombed
Ukraine, they did not an-
nounce where the bombs
were going to fall. They
did not ask people to leave.
How come no one yells
about their unjust attacks?
When did any country an-
nounce before attacking
their opposition?

Our leaders are elected to
protect our country and
they should start doing so
immediately. They should
find out (if they don’t al-
ready know), who is pay-
ing for the cost and expens-
es of the students who are
demonstrating every day.
Who is paying for the flags,
prints, banners, scarves,
masks and so many other
expenses? Who is import-
ing and paying for all the
multi-colored  special-or-
der tents? Who is taking
care of our borders and the
false identity cards?

In the past university stu-
dents had ID cards which
were checked at the en-
trance gates before they
could enter the university
grounds. Now they use TV
screens. Looking at them,
we may notice that some
students do not show their
faces. Many do not look
like students. The question
that arises is who they are.
Do universities admit so
many students over fifty
years old? I have found one
statistic for October 12,
2023, where 30.830 ille-
gals from Turkey (or new-
comers as the government

likes to refer to them) have
crossed the southern bor-
der. If we add the number
of people from other coun-
tries like Afghanistan, Uz-
bekistan, Iran, and Egypt
to them the total will add
to over 50 thousand new-
comers during only two
weeks of October. You can
imagine how many more
have been added since then
and even before. I guess
they are not working. It is
not like the old days when
the newcomers had to find
jobs immediately and earn
money to survive. These
people receive prepaid
cell phones, credit cards,
food, medical and hous-
ing at least for the first six
months!

They may have been
trained in their countries to
rally and organize demon-
strations and by overusing
the word Genocide they
repay the country that has
helped them to come to
America. Soon they will
get organized in political
groups and before our na-
ive students who burn the

American flags, because
they have been betrayed by
their teachers and profes-
sors who have not taught
them English, history, or
logic and they have also
been betrayed by their ab-
sentee, ego centered par-
ents who have given birth
to them just to fill in the
social statue.

Their minds are filled with
what they read on social
media. Their best friend
and guide are their cell
phones. The excitement
of belonging to a large
group becomes an attrac-
tion which is the reason
so many people join var-
ious groups and cults and
even die for them. Now
the fashion is politics and
soon they will fall in the
arms of their “beloved ter-
rorists” who will ask them
to do their dirty work. As
our government has been
keeping us busy with
“1001 fairy tales and sto-
ries”, gender stories, new
words and naming, dif-
ferent court sessions, and
social attractions, foreign
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governments have been
working to take over our
youth and the future of our
country. The youth already
sympathizes with Hamas.
They have even repeated:
“We are Hamas!” Soon
they will do what is asked
of them. Now like in Iran
in the 1970’ they are given
scarves to cover their fac-
es, and the girls who used
to walk half naked months
ago, will dress in tradition-
al garments and then will
be settled at home mak-
ing babies. The main goal
of the puppeteer is to take
over Europe and Ameri-
ca through their presence.
DEMOGRAPHY!

I hope history does not
repeat itself. When these
girls wake up it will be
too late for them like the
women in Iran who fought
next to men and offered
their beloved dangle gold
bracelets to the cause and
then they are being jailed
or killed because they re-
fuse to wear hair covers.
Do you remember Mahsa
Amini? @
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By: Dr.Rosemary Cohen

The true meaning of the word

Genocide

The word Genocide made
its debut in the English lan-
guage, on page 79 of the
674-page Axis Rule in Oc-
cupied Europe, in the chap-
ter called Genocide- A New
Term and a New Concep-
tion for the Destruction of
Nations.”

The writer was Raphael
Lemkin, a Polish-born law-
yer who had fled the perse-
cution of the Holocaust and
moved to the United States
in 1941.

Lemkin, who lost many of
his family members in the
Holocaust, understood that
the problem of mass mur-
der was not new, but he
believed that his contem-
poraries lacked both the
language to describe it and
laws to help prevent future
atrocities.

A few months later he cre-
ated the word by combin-
ing ‘“genos”, the ancient
Greek word meaning “race
or tribe”” and the Latin word
“cide” for killing.

In 1948, the newly formed
United Nations (UN) used
this new word in the “Con-
vention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide,” a trea-
ty that was intended to pre-
vent any future genocides.
The results of that trea-
ty-and of the creation of that

word- have had a far-reach-
ing impact on worldwide
thinking about crimes
against humanity, tolerance,
justice, and responsibility to
others.

It was only after learning
about the crimes commit-
ted by the Ottoman Em-
pire against the Armenians
during World War I, and
about how the perpetrators
of'those crimes went unpun-
ished, that he was inspired
to act. He was outraged and
could not believe that there
was no legal precedent for
punishing perpetrators of
such terrible crimes. Lem-
kin was the first person to
describe the massacre of the
Armenians by the Ottomans
as genocide. (Facing Histo-
ry & Ourselves — www.fac-
inghistory.org) ‘“Armenian
genocide recognition” is the
formal acceptance of the
systematic massacres and
forced deportation of Arme-
nians. Most historians out-
side Turkey recognize the
fact that the Ottoman per-
secution of Armenians was
genocide. However, despite
historians and scholars rec-
ognizing the massacre as
genocide, some govern-
ments have been reticent
to officially acknowledge
the killings as genocide be-
cause of political concerns

about their relations with
the government of Turkey,
referred to as the Ottoman
Empire from 1915 to 1923,
during and after the First
World War.”
(Wikipedia)https:/en.wiki-
pedia.org)

Uruguay was the first coun-
try to recognize the Arme-
nian Genocide in 1965. A
year later in 1966, Greece,
having gone through sim-
ilar  killings, conflicts,
and wars with Turkey, ac-
knowledged the genocide.
Since 1990, other countries
have joined Uruguay and
Greece. Argentina admitted
the massacres in 1993 and
France in 1998. In 2015,
in commemoration of the
centenary of the Armenian
Genocide, Armenian com-
munities demonstrated and
organized different events
around the world, especial-
ly in the Little Republic of
Armenia where they had
the Genocide monument
and museum erected. In
remembrance of the hor-
rors of the genocide, Ar-
menia commemorated this
sad event, in the presence
of the last surviving vic-
tims of the Genocide. Many
history books, memoirs
and research papers have
been printed and the entire
events of the year 1915

have appeared on differ-
ent TV channels which has
helped to spread knowledge
and awareness about the
past crimes committed by
the Ottoman government
against the innocent Arme-
nian citizens of Turkey.

During the commemora-
tion of its centenary, the
world became conscious
of the Armenian genocide.
The word Genocide was
repeated, and people were
reminded of the injustice
committed against the inno-
cent Armenians in Turkey.
Demonstrations took place
in front of Turkish embas-
sies and consulates around
the world. In the middle of
Wilshire Boulevard in Los
Angeles, a large stage was
set up for the speakers and
performers, almost at the
border of the City of Bever-
ly Hills. ( The Turkish con-
sulate was situated on the
corner of Crescent Heights
and Wilshire Boulevard).
As far as the eye could see
there were people, young
and old, marching toward
the consulate. They had
walked from Hollywood
and other places to this lo-
cation. The boulevard was
closed to traffic most of the
day. Colorful flags were

waved, and bitter words of
e

the one-hundred-year un-
told pain were uttered from
the mouths of the demon-
strators. The best one was
“Never Again!” City and
government officials were
present and gave speeches,
everything was peaceful
and very well organized .
It was evident that all these
demonstrators aggravated
and angered the Turkish of-
ficials and government who
to this date deny the Arme-
nian Genocide, their PR
machines working 25 hours
a day to stop as many arti-
cles and movies as possible,
from being published and
distributed.

One of my customers who
worked in Metro Golden
Myers Studios told me that
many years ago the studio
produced the movie “The
Forty Days of Mousa
Dagh” adopted from a
famous book, written by
Franz Werfel, that showed
the struggle and stand of
Armenians against the Ot-
tomans at the height of the
mountains for their surviv-
al. The movie was finished
and was ready to be distrib-
uted in the movie halls on
a specific day. As a result
of the pressure, threats, and
opposition they received
from the State Department,
the Turkish government and
various agencies, the fin-
ished movie is still sitting
on the storage shelves of
the Metro Golden Meyers
(Soni Studios) under inches
of dust!

similar

Something hap-

pened to me after [ wrote my
book “The Survivor,” this
is the true-life story of my
grandparents and mother
who lived in the City of
Khoy. They experienced
the Hidden Genocide of
the Armenians and Assyr-
ians of Iran committed by
Ottoman Turkish govern-
ment in 1918. They were
all Iranian citizens who
were living in different cit-
ies of western Azarbaijan.
A middle-sized, famous
publisher in France contact-
ed me and showed interest
in its French translation. |
sent him the French manu-
script and later we met a few
times in Paris. The last visit
was held in my hotel lounge
situated on Avenue Victor
Hugo where he brought the
entire corrected and edited
version of my manuscript
accompanied with words of
praise. He told me that the
book would be published
and ready for launching
and book signing just be-
fore April 24, 2015, for the
centenary, in the presence
of many guests. I should
plan to be in Paris by April
10th. I returned to America
and eagerly waited for the
big day. At the beginning of
March, I called the publish-
er. All was going according
to plan. I called him again
before I bought the ticket
but was not able to contact
him. His secretary told me
that they were moving to a
new facility, so they were
very busy. I did not receive
a call back and all my at-
tempts to reach him were
in vain. [ thought if the

book was printed, he would
have at least emailed me the
cover as a sign of courtesy.
When I did not hear from
him, I guessed what had
happened. So, I cancelled
my trip. On my next trip
to Paris, I met a common
friend and asked if he knew
what had happened. He an-
swered: “The publisher was
in economic difficulty. The
Turks offered him a sub-
stantial amount to stop the
printing of your book. As
he needed the money, he
accepted it but did not feel
comfortable facing you and
telling the truth. If he had
been smart, he would have
printed the book and asked
them for a higher sum. I
am sure he would have re-
ceived a larger sum than
what he got!”

[ felt betrayed but then told
myself, who needs him?
The French translation of
my book was published and
distributed successfully lat-
er.

Despite all the documents,
pictures and proof, only 34
countries have dared to rec-
ognize the Armenian Geno-
cide as of April 24, 2024,
the official commemoration
day of the Armenian Geno-
cide. The other countries are
either afraid of the retalia-
tion by the Turkish govern-
ment or they do not want to
jeopardize their economic
or political relations with
Turkey.

Turkey itself denies that
there was a Genocide of the
Armenians despite all the
evidence and proof! I have

understood the meaning of
Genocide and have been a
witness all my life just by
looking at my grandmother
and mother. I know it has
happened. I do not care for
their acknowledgment.
Since 2015, the Turkish
consulate has had a new
location, at the corner of
Wilshire and La Cienega
Boulevard, the main boule-
vards on the borders of Bev-
erly Hills. 1t is difficult to
block the city traffic entirely
by closing both boulevards
simultaneously. In addition,
by moving just a few short
blocks west, the building
of the consulate falls under
the Beverly Hills territory,
where the laws are stricter,
and the police are more vis-
ible. Now the city of Bever-
ly Hills closes only one lane
for the demonstrators and
the Armenians’ presence is
restricted to certain hours.
Once again, the Turkish
government has taken care
of the embarrassment intel-
ligently and wisely!

I have two main reasons
for writing about this sub-
ject. Firstly, the Armenians
just celebrated the com-
memoration of the Geno-
cide a few days ago with
less media coverage than
expected since there are so '
many events taking place %j
in America and around the v
world that an injustice that o
occurred 109 years ago to i
Armenians does not attract o
the attention they deserve. !
Armenia being a small na-
tion does not have much to
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This building is located in the southwest of Iran, near the historical city of Shush, in Khuzestan province. As we
all know, Sush is one of the oldest cities in the world. The city of Shush is located 35 km west of the ancient city of
Shushtar, 24 km southwest of Dezful and 115 km northwest of Ahvaz.
In the past, Susa was considered one of the most extensive and beautiful cities in the world and was the capital of the
most powerful empires in the world. The ancient building of Chaghazanbil Sush has many secrets hidden in it. Cheghaz-
anbil Ziggurat, whose Elamite name is Duravantash Ziggurat, was a part of the ancient city of Duravantash in the

ancient times.

The famous geologist
Jacques de Morgan an-
nounced the existence of
oil mines in Chaghazan-
bil in 1890, and after fifty
years when oil engineers
were working in Cha-
ghazanbil, they found a
brick with writings on it.

Then he brought the brick
to the hands of archaeol-
ogists who were doing
research in Susa, and be-
cause of this, they started
researching in Chaghaz-
anbil, and the result of
the research led to the
discovery of Chaghaz-
anbil Ziggurat and other
important ancient works.
This building was hidden
under the soil in the form
of an upside-down basket
for several decades until
it was excavated by the
French Roman Girshman
during the Second Pahla-
vi era.

From the point of view
of archaeologists, the
Chaghazanbil complex,
which consists of 3 build-
ings, included a solar ob-
servatory or a solar cal-
endar for calculating the
sun’s cycle and calendar.
They also used the

Chaghazanbil  ziggurat
observatory to extract
the calendar and identify
the beginning and mid-
dle days of each season
or the spring and autumn
equinoxes and the sum-
mer and winter solstices.

In ancient architecture,
the special design of
these arches (consisting
of several arcs in a row
that get smaller in order)
had a special place. This
special design in ancient
Iranian architecture was
first built to observe the
sun; But after some time
it was used as a decora-
tion at the entrance gate
of the buildings.

The bricks that make up

the sun gauges of this
building, which are oc-
tagonal in shape with a
special design, were built
for observing the sun.
The inscriptions on these

bricks clearly indicate
the fact that the circular
structure was used as an
observatory.

Ontheinscription that was
found in Chaghazanbil,
Susa, there are writings
that were engraved on
it from Ontash Gal.
The text engraved on
the inscription of the
Chaghazanbil ziggurat is
quoted by Untash Gal: «I
carved the golden bricks
and built this place for the
gods Gal and Inshushinak
and gifted this holy place

to them, may my works,
which are a gift, be
accepted by the gods Gal
and Inshushinak.»

«I broke the ziggurat of
Susa, which was made of
bricks glazed with lapis
lazuli. I razed the temples
of Elam to the ground and
turned Sush into ruins. In
my hand, and upon my

will, a human call and a ==

shout of joy scaped from
there.»

Chagha Zanbil or Chagha
Ziggurat is one of the
important historical
monuments of Iranians
and seeing this building
up close shows the peak of
Iranian art and creativity
in ancient times.
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International Campaign to Save Toomaj Salehi Gains Momentum

Toomaj Salehi Must Be Freed

Iran Wire: Thousands of
people around the world
are taking to the streets to
protest against an injustice:
the imminent death sen-
tence imposed by Iran’s
government against an
innocent protest rapper
named Toomaj Salehi.

Toomaj was first arrested
in October 2022, in Iran,
for supporting the popular
Woman, Life, Freedom
movement that erupted
after the September 2022
death in police custody of
Mahsa Amini. He had been
hiding from security forces

for two months before they
found him.

His ordeal began on a cold
night, that October, when
Toomaj, 33, blindfolded
and covered in blood, was
detained by the authorities.
He is accused of “spread-
ing corruption on earth,” a
grave charge in the Islamic
Republic which is punish-
able by death.

Toomaj is a renowned
rapper in Iran — as well
as a mechanical engineer
and lathe worker who
uses his salary to produce

protest songs against the
Islamic Republic. He
even sold his motorcycle
to fund his music. Toomaj
has been fearless in using
his music to instil courage
in others.

Amir Raisian, one of
Tooma;j’s lawyers,
confirmed to Iran’s
Shargh newspaper the
death sentence issued
against the rapper by
Branch 1 of the Isfahan
Revolutionary Court.
Toomaj’s account on X
had already hinted at the
verdict before the official

announcement.

Tooma;j’s post expressed
concern not for himself
but for the psychological
wellbeing of his fans.

The death sentence has
sparked widespread
outcry in Iran and around .
the world. Politicians, &,
artists, and civil society &
actors have joined forces =
in calling for the sentence §
to be annulled. o
Many say Toomaj Salehi 2
is the voice of the Iranian '—g
people and have vowed to 2
amplify his message.
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Mother of Nationm: by Iranian Artist Ali Dowlatshahi
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